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Dear  Reader: 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  Nevada  Contiguous  Lands  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (DEIS).  The  DEIS  analyzes  the  effects  of  designating  or  not 
designating  as  wilderness  all  or  portions  of  thirteen  (13)  Wilderness  Study 
Areas  (WSAs)  and  one  Instant  Study  Area  (ISA)  totalling  200,918  acres  in 
Lincoln,  Clark,  White  Pine,  and  Humboldt  Counties  of  Nevada.  The  DEIS 
describes  and  analyzes  alternative  management  strategies  ranging  from  all 
wilderness  to  no  wilderness  for  each  WSA  and  contains  BLM's  proposed 
recommendations. 

This  EIS  is  prepared  in  response  to  Section  603  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act  of  1976,  which  directed  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  to 
inventory,  study,  and  then  report  to  Congress  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  the  President,  the  public  lands  suitable  for  inclusion  in  the 
National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

BLM  is  accepting  comments  on  the  accuracy  and  adequacy  of  the  information  and 
analysis  in  this  DEIS  through  September  8,  1988.  Public  hearings  concerning 
this  DEIS  have  been  scheduled  for  Wednesday,  August  3,  1988  at  7:00  p.m.  at 
the  Clark  County  School  District  Auditorium,  2832  E.  Flamingo  Rd.,  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada  and  for  Thursday,  August  4,  1988  at  7:p.m.  in  the  California  Room  of 
the  Holiday  Inn,  1000  E.  6th  Street,  Reno,  Nevada. 

Hearing  testimony  may  be  either  written  or  oral.  Requests  to  give  oral 
testimony  should  be  submitted  to  the  Las  Vegas  District  Office  at  the  address 
listed  below,  or  call  (702)  388-6403  prior  to  4:15  p.m.  on  August  3,  1988. 
Persons  giving  oral  testimony  will  be  limited  to  3  minutes.  Written  testimony 
and  comments  may  be  submitted  at  the  hearing  or  to  the  following  BLM  Offices: 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Nevada  State  Office 
P.O.  Box  12000 
Reno,  Nevada  89520 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Las  Vegas  District  Office 

P.O.  Box  26569 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89126 

ATTN:  Wilderness  DEIS  Team  Leader 


If  you  have  any  questions  concerning  the  DEIS,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
either  Linda  Hansen,  Nevada  State  Office,  (702)  784-5748  or  Janaye  Byergo,  EIS 
Team  Leader,  Las  Vegas  District  Office,  4765  W.  Vegas  Drive,  (702)  388-6403. 

Sincerely  yours, 


por   Edward  F.  Spang 

State  Director,  Nevada 


1  Enclosure 
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The  proposed  land  use  plan  contains  preliminary  wilderness  recommendations  on 
200,918  acres  of  public  land  in  Clark,  Lincoln,  White  Pine  and  Humboldt 
Counties,  Nevada.     The  action  responds  to  the  mandate  of  Section  603  of  the 
Federal   Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976  to  review  all   public  land 
roadless  areas  of  5,000  acres  or  more;   determine  their  suitability  or 
nonsuitability  for  wilderness  designation;  and  report  these  suitability 
recommendations  to  the  President  no  later  than  October  21,   1991. 

For  further  information  contact:     Janaye  Byergo,   EIS  Team  Leader,  at  4765  W. 
Vegas  Drive,  or  P.O.   Box  26569,  Las  Vegas,   Nevada  89126,   or  call    (702) 
388-6403. 

Date  the  draft  environmental   impact  statement  with  the  preLpiiwy  wilderness 
recommendations  was  made  available  to  the  public: 
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SUMMARY 


PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  the  Proposed  Action  in  two  of  the  wilderness  study  areas  (WSAs) 
examined  in  this  EIS,  as  the  Wilderness  Act  states,  "Is  to  secure  for  the 
American  people  of  present  and  future  generations  the  benefits  of  an  enduring 
resource  of  wilderness."  In  12  of  the  WSAs  the  purpose  is  to  manage  for  use 
other  than  wilderness.  This  document  analyzes  the  potential  impacts  of 
designating  or  not  designating  as  wilderness  all  or  portions  of  13  WSAs  and 
one  Instant  Study  Area  in  Clark,  Lincoln,  White  Pine,  and  Humbolt  Counties, 
Nevada.  The  Proposed  Action  represents  the  BLM's  preliminary  recommendations 
for  these  13  WSAs  and  one  Instant  Study  Area  as  they  were  developed  through 
the  Bureau  planning  system. 

The  study  areas  are  listed  in  Table  S-l . 

ISSUES 

The  scoping  process  for  the  Nevada  Contiguous  Lands  Wilderness  EIS  encompassed 
issues  identified  by  BLM  staff  and  by  the  public  during  a  formal  scoping 
comment  period  on  issue  identification  in  Reno,  Las  Vegas  and  Ely  (August 
1987).  The  environmental  issues  identified  for  analysis  in  this  EIS  are 
listed  below: 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

Impacts  on  the  Development  of  Material  Sites 

Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Oil  and  Gas  Exploration 

Impacts  on  the  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Impacts  on  Recreation  Management 

Impacts  on  Grazing  Management 

Impacts  on  the  Development  of  Utilities 

Impacts  on  the  Development  of  a  Rail  Line 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

Impacts  on  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Endangered  Species  Habitat 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailes  analysis  in  the  EIS: 

Impacts  on  Military  Overflights 

Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources 

Impacts  on  Reintroduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep  and  Pronghorn 

Impacts  on  Water  Sources 

Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

Impacts  on  Livestock  Development  and  Maintenance  Activities 

Impacts  on  Private  Inhol dings 
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TABLE  S-l 
LIST  OF  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREAS  AND  ISA 


WSA  Name 

Management 

Framework 

Plan 

Acreage 

District 

Marble  Canyon     (NV040-086) 
(formerly  Granite  Spgs.) 

Shell 

19,150 

Ely 

Fish  &  Wildlife  No.   1 
(NV050-201) 

Clark/ 
Cal iente 

11,090 

Las 

Vegas 

Fish  &  Wildlife  No.  2 
(NV050-216) 

Clark 

17,242 

Las 

Vegas 

Fish  &  Wildlife  No.  3 
(NV050-217) 

CI  ark 

22,002 

Las 

Vegas 

Lime  Canyon     (NV050-231) 

Clark 

34,680 

Las 

Vegas 

Million  Hills     (NV050-233) 

Clark 

21,296 

Las 

Vegas 

Garrett  Buttes     (NV050-235) 

CI  ark 

11,835 

Las 

Vegas 

Quail   Springs     (NV050-411) 

Clark 

12,145 

Las 

Vegas 

El   Dorado     (NV050-423) 

Clark 

12,290 

Las 

Vegas 

Ireteba  Peaks     (NV050-438) 

Clark 

14,994 

Las 

Vegas 

Jumbo  Springs     (NV050-236) 

Clark 

3,466  a/ 

Las 

Vegas 

Nell  is  ABC     (NV050-04R-15) 

Clark 

5,718  a/ 

Las 

Vegas 

Evergreen  ABC     (MV050-01 R-l 6) 

Cal iente 

2,694  a/ 

Las 

Vegas 

Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout 
Natural  Area  (ISA) 

Sonoma-Gerlach 
Paradise-Denio 

12,316 

Winnemucca 

TOTAL 

200,918  Acres 

a/  202s  -  Each  are  is  divide  into  subunit's  of  less  than  5,000  acres.  The 
areas  donot  meet  the  5,000  acre  size  criteria  (continuous  roadless 
lands)  under  Section  603  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management 
Act  (FLPMA).  These  WSAs  qualify  under  Section  202  of  the  Federal 
Land  Policy  and  Management  Act. 
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ALTERNATIVES  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

The  alternatives  assessed  in  this  EIS  include:  (1)  a  Proposed  Action 
Alternative  for  each  WSA,  (2)  an  All  Wilderness  Alternative  for  each  WSA;  (3) 
a  No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative  for  each  WSA;  and  (4)  a  Partial 
Wilderness  Alternative  for  five  of  the  14  WSAs. 

MARBLE  CANYON  WSA  (NV-040-086) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  8,300  acres  out  of  19,150  acres  of  public  land, 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining 
10,850  acres  of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness 
would  be  to  preserve  the  excellent  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
opportunities  for  primitive  recreation,  highly  scenic  geologic  values  and 
the  stands  of  bristlecone  pine.  Long-term  physical  impacts  to  the 
wilderness  qualities  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  occur  on 
approximately  10  acres.  These  impacts  would  be  concentrated  north  of  Bars 
Canyon  and  on  the  eastern  benches  of  the  WSA.  The  majority  of  the 
disturbance  would  be  related  to  marble  exploration  and  stock  reservoir 
construction.  The  remaining  10,840  acres  would  retain  their  wilderness 
values  except  for  the  creation  of  a  few  primitive  two-track  routes. 


The  use  of  motorbikes  to  assist  in  the  trailing  of  livestock  would  not  be 
allowed  in  the  suitable  portion;  however,  the  elimination  of  this  activity 
would  have  only  a  negligible  effect  on  grazing  operations  since  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  suitable  area  lends  itself  to  motorbike  use. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  19,150  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Marble  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  result  of  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  to  preserve  the 
bristlecone  pine,  geologic  and  archaeological  values  and  prime  raptor 
habitat.  The  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  the  opportunities 
for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would  be  retained  on  19,148 
acres. 
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Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Restricted  exploration  activity  would 
occur.  Development  of  the  marble  reserves  is  not  expected  to  take  place. 

The  construction  of  two  stock  reservoirs  would  not  be  allowed.  The 
absence  of  the  reservoirs  would  have  no  effect  on  current  grazing 
practices.  The  switching  from  the  use  of  motorbikes  to  horses  to 
accomplish  livestock  trailing  would  have  a  slight  adverse  economic  impact 
on  the  operator. 

No  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  entire  19,150  acres  of  the  Marble 
Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Long  term  physical  impairment  to  the  wilderness  qualities  would  occur  on 
approximately  10  acres  near  Bars  Canyon  and  the  eastern  bench  of  the 
Marble  Canyon  WSA.  Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  unconfined 
recreation  would  be  largely  unaffected.  The  bristlecone  pine  and 
archaeological  values  would  be  unaffected.  Some  raptor  habitat  would  be 
slightly  impaired  in  the  vicinity  of  Bars  Canyon.  The  remaining  19,140 
acres  would  retain  their  wilderness  values  except  for  the  creation  of  a 
few  primitive  two-tracked  routes. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  mineral  entry.  There  would 
be  no  impacts  on  the  exploration  or  development  of  mineral  resources. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  grazing  management  within  the  Marble  Canyon 
WSA  under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative. 


FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  1  (NV-050-201) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  11,090  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.   1  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.     (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  projected  development  of  utilities,  mineral  exploration,  increased 
cross  country  vehicle  use  and  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  would 
physically  disturb  approximately  823  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  natural 
perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction  of 
utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape.  Outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation 
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would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances  lost  due  to  the  audio  and 

visual  distractions  from  the  aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the 

WSA.  Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise  population  could 

occur  under  the  Proposed  Action. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  mineral  entry.  There  would 
be  no  impacts  on  the  exploration  or  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and  new  access  routes  would  be 
developed  in  association  with  projected  utilities  construction.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  the  development  of  material 
sites.  There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  extraction  of  materials  from  the 
three  existing  material  sites. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to  the  11,090  acres 
of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the  WSA.  An  estimated 
total  of  823  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  (eight  percent) 
would  be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and  associated  access 
routes,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  mineral  exploration  activity  and 
increased  off-road  vehicle  use. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  11,090  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Mo.  1  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude. 
Activities  related  to  the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and 
unauthorized  vehicle  use  would  impair  naturalness  qualities  over 
approximately  325  acres  of  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the 
desert  tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative  as  a  result  of  the  authorized  surface  disturbing  activities. 


s-5 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  45  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 

Development  of  material  sites  within  the  WSA  would  not  be  adversely 
impacted  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Full  utilization  of  the 
three  existing  material  sites  would  occur  under  perpetuity  and  no  other 
material  sites  are  projected  to  be  developed. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
would  be  preserved  within  an  estimated  97  percent  of  the  WSA. 
Approximately  325  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to  the  authorized 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use. 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  2  (NV-050-216) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  17,242  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Mo.  2  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  projected  development  of  utilities  and  increased  cross  country  vehicle 
use  would  physically  disturb  approximately  400  acres  within  the  WSA.  The 
natural  perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction 
of  utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape.  Outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation 
would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances  lost  due  to  the  audio  and 
visual  distractions  from  the  aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the 
WSA.  Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise  population  could 
occur  under  the  Proposed  Action. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and  new  access  routes  would  be 
developed  in  association  with  projected  utilities  construction.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to  the  11,007  acres 
of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the  WSA.  An  estimated 
total  of  400  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  (one  percent)  would 
be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and  associated  access  routes 
and  increased  off-road  vehicle  use. 
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All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,   17,242  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Mo.  2  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.     (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude,  and  would 
enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  75  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
would  be  preserved  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  5  acres  out  of  the 
11,007  acres  of  habitat  could  be  lost  to  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle 
use. 


FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  3  (NV-050-217) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  22,002  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.  3  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  projected  development  of  utilities,  increased  cross  country  vehicle 
use  and  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  would  physically  disturb 
approximately  956  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  natural  perception  of  the 
entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction  of  utilities  (towers, 
lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape.  Outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would  be  diminished 
and,  in  some  instances  lost  due  to  the  audio  and  visual  distractions  from 
the  aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative 
impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the  Proposed 
Action. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and  new  access  routes  would  be 
developed  in  association  with  projected  utilities  construction.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 
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The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  the  development  of  material 
sites.  There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  extraction  of  materials  from  the 
one  existing  material  sites  and  two  projected  material  sites  proposed  for 
development. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to  the  19,812  acres 
of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the  WSA.  An  estimated 
total  of  956  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  (five  percent)  would 
be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and  associated  access  routes, 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  and  increasing  off-road  vehicle  use. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  22,002  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude,  and  would 
enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise  and  the  sensitive  plant. 
Activities  related  to  the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and 
unauthorized  vehicle  use  would  impair  naturalness  qualities  over 
approximately  50  acres  of  the  WSA. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  50  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 

Full  utilization  of  the  one  existing  material  site  within  the  WSA  would 
occur  under  perpetuity.  The  two  material  sites  foregone  could  be 
developed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The  impacts  of  shifting  the 
development  of  the  material  sites  would  be  negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
would  be  preserved  within  an  estimated  99  percent  of  the  WSA. 
Approximately  50  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to  the  authorized 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use. 
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LIME  CANYON  WSA  (NV-050-231) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,   13,895  acres  out  of  34,680  acres  of  public  land, 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     The  remaining 
20,785  acres  of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation  and  the  special  geological  value  of  Lime  Canyon 
would  be  retained  within  12,905  of  the  13,895  acres  of  the  recommended 
suitable  portion.  Wilderness  values  on  the  remaining  990  acres  of  the 
suitable  area  would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances  lost,  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  projected  gypsum  mining  occurring  on  adjacent  public  and 
private  lands  and  occasional  unauthorized  cross  country  vehichle  use. 
There  would  be  a  loss  of  wilderness  values  on  the  20,785  acres  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  as  continued  and  increasing  cross 
country  recreational  vehicle  use,  projected  mineral  development,  and  oil 
and  gas  exploration  would  negatively  impact  the  study  area.  The  projected 
development  of  gypsum  mines  across  Lime  Ridge  would  destroy  its  geological 
scenic  values.  The  desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be 
adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 

Exploration  and  development  of  gypsum  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
However,  no  mineral  exploration  or  development  of  these  lands  is 
projected.  The  development  of  two  gypsum  mines  are  projected  to  occur 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  There  would  be  no 
impacts  on  the  exploration  or  development  of  mineral  resources  within  the 
WSA. 

Exploration  of  potential  oil  and  gas  resources  would  be  foregone  within 
the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  However,  neither  is 
projected  to  occur.  The  exploration  of  one  well  is  projected  within  the 
nonsuitable  area;  production  is  not  expected.  There  would  be  no  impacts 
on  the  exploration  of  potential  energy  resources  within  the  WSA  under  the 
Proposed  Action. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the  13,895  acres 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  approximately  60 
visits  would  be  foregone  annually.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to 
other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  34,680  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Lime 
Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude,  and  primitive  recreation  and  the  special 
features  of  desert  tortoise  and  Lime  Canyon  that  exist  within  17,880  of 
the  VISA'S  34,680  acres.  Approximately  625  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be 
physically  distured  by  the  projected  activity  associated  with  authorized 
mining  and  unauthorized  vehicle  use.  The  scarification  of  topography  and 
the  sights  and  sounds  from  heavy  equipment  associated  with  the  mining 
would  adversely  impact  the  natural  perception,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  the  scenic  features  of  Lime 
Ridge  within  approximately  16,800  acres  of  the  WSA. 

Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  The  development  of  two  mines  are 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
As  no  other  mineral  exploration  or  development  within  the  WSA  is 
projected,  impacts  to  mineral  resources  would  not  occur. 

The  exploratory  drilling  of  one  oil  and  gas  well  projected  for  the  WSA 
would  be  foregone. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  300  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

No  Wilderness  Alternative  (No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  entire  34,680  acres  of  the  Lime 
Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation,  and  the  geologic  and  scenic  features  of  Lime 
Ridge  that  exist  within  21,765  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  diminished  and, 
in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds  and  surface  disturbances 
created  by  increased  motorized  recreational  use,  projected  mineral 
development  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would  adversely  impact  wilderness 
values.  Wilderness  values  would  be  retained  within  the  remaining  12,915 
acres  of  the  WSA.  The  special  features  of  Lime  Canyon  and  the  desert 
tortoise  population  are  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration  and 
development.  The  development  of  two  mines  for  gypsum  are  projected  to 
occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the 
exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 
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on  and  gas  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration. 
The  drilling  of  one  exploratory  well  is  projected  to  occur  within  the 
WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  for  energy 
resources. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.  Mo  adverse  impacts  to  this  use 
is  expected  to  occur. 

MILLION  HILLS  WSA  (NV-050-233) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  21,296  acres  of  the  Million  Hills  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation,  a  small  portion  of  the  geologic  and  scenic 
features  of  Azure  Ridge,  that  exist  within  12,656  acres  of  the  WSA  would 
be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds  and 
surface  disturbances  created  by  increased  cross  country  motorized 
recreational  use,  projected  mineral  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would 
adversely  impact  wilderness  values  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA. 
Wilderness  values  would  be  retained  within  the  remaining  8,640  acres  of 
the  WSA.  Most  of  the  special  qualities  of  Azure  Ridge  would  be  retained. 
Desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  area. 

Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration  and 
development.  The  exploration  of  existing  mining  claims  are  projected  to 
occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the 
exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Oil  and  gas  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration. 
The  drilling  of  two  exploratory  well s  is  projected  to  occur  within  the 
WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  for  oil 
and  gas  resources. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  as  the  entire  WSA  remains  open  to 
vehicles.   New  access  routes,  resulting  from  projected  mineral  and  oil 
and  gas  exploration  would  make  the  study  area  more  accessible.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  an  estimated  total  of  20  acres  out  of  the  WSA's 
1,800  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost  to  projected 
oil  and  gas  exploration  activity  and  increased  cross  country  motorized 
vehicle  use. 
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All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  21,296  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Million  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,   outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude,  and  primitive  recreation  and  the  special 
features  of  desert  tortoise  and  the  scenic  features  of  Azure  Ridge  that 
exist  within  21,281   of  the  WSA's  21,296  acres.     Approximately  15  acres 
within  the  WSA  would  be  physically  distured  by  projected  unauthorized 
vehicle  use. 

Exploration  and  development  of  mineral   resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.     Mineral   exploration  activity  projected  to 
occur  without  wilderness  designation  would  not  occur  due  to  the  lack  of 
valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.     Development  of  base  metal   resources 
is  not  projected  to  take  place. 

The  exploratory  drilling  of  two  oil   and  gas  wells  projected  for  the  WSA 
would  be  foregone. 

Motorized  recreational   use  of  215  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.     The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Designation  of  the  WSA  would  enhance  the  protection  of  the  1,800  acres  of 
crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat. 

Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,  11,050  acres  out  of  21,296  acres  of  public  land,  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     The  remaining  10,246 
acres  of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation.     (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation  and  the  geologically  scenic  Azure  Ridge,  would  be 
retained  within  11,040  of  the  11,050  acres  of  the  recommended  suitable 
portion.     Wilderness  values  on  the  remaining  10  acres  of  the  suitable 
portion  would  be  diminished  as  a  result  of  unauthorized  motorized  vehicle 
use.     There  would  be  a  loss  of  wilderness  values  on  the  10,246  acres 
recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  as  continuedand 
increasing  cross  country  motorized  recreational   use  and  the  projected 
exploration  of  oil   and  gas  would  negatively  impact  the  area. 
Nondesignation  of  the  nonsuitable  area  is  not  expected  to  adversely  affect 
the  desert  tortoise  population. 
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Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
Mineral  exploration  activity  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness 
designation  would  not  occur  due  to  the  lack  of  valid  claims  if  designation 
occurs.  Development  of  base  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to  take 
place  within  either  the  recommended  suitable  or  nonsuitable  areas. 

Lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  energy  exploration.  However,  no  oil  and  gas  exploration 
is  projected  to  occur  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  drilling  of  two 
exploratory  wells  are  projected  to  occur  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area.  Mo  adverse  impact  to  oil  and  gas  exploration  is 
projected  to  occur.  Production  of  the  wells  is  not  expected. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the  11,050  acres 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  approximately  105 
visits  would  be  foregone  annually.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to 
other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

Under  Alternative  A,  an  estimated  total  of  20  acres  out  of  the  WSA's  1,800 
acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost  to  projected  oil 
and  gas  exploration  activity  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  vehicle 
use. 


GARRETT  BUTTES  WSA  (NV-050-235) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  11,835  acres  of  the  Garrett  Buttes  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  and  solitude 
would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost  due  to  the  sights,  sounds 
and  surface  disturbances  created  by  continued  and  the  projected  increase 
in  motorized  recreational  use  within  the  WSA.  The  desert  tortoise 
population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of 
the  area. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use 
is  expected  to  occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  11,835  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Garrett  Buttes  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 


s-13 


CONCLUSIONS 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude,  and  would 
enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  300  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

QUAIL  SPRINGS  WSA  (NV-050-411) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  12,145  acres  of  the  Quail   Springs  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.     (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be  adversely  impacted  under  the 
Proposed  Action.  The  projected  development  of  utilities,  rail  lines, 
associated  access  routes,  and  increased  cross  country  vehicle  use  would 
physically  disturb  an  estimated  285  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  natural 
perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction  of 
utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  and  rail  lines  across  the  landscape.  The 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  would  be  lost  due  to  the  sights  and 
sounds  created  by  the  aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the  WSA. 
Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  could  adversely  affect  the  desert  tortoise 
population. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and  new  access  routes  would  be 
developed  in  association  with  projected  utilities  construction.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  a  projected  rail  line  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the 
entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  12,145  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Quail 
Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude,  and  would 
enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  150  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  a  rail  line.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
Department  of  Energy  and  any  other  potential  users. 

EL  DORADO  WSA  (NV-050-423) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  12,290  acres  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA  would 
be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation  that  exist  within  6,600  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds  and  surface 
disturbances  created  by  increased  motorized  recreational  use,  projected 
mineral  exploration  and  utility  construction  and  maintenance  would 
adversely  impact  wilderness  values.  Wilderness  values  would  be  retained 
within  the  remaining  5,690  acres  of  the  WSA.  The  special  qualities  of 
Gregory's  Arch  would  be  retained.  The  desert  tortoise  population  is  not 
expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration  and 
development.  The  exploration  of  existing  mining  claims  is  projected  to 
occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the 
exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  as  the  entire  WSA  remains  open  to 
vehicles  and  new  routes  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
utility  development  makes  the  study  area  more  accessible.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  an  interpretative  recreational  program  would  benefit  as 
a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  are  expected  to  occur. 
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The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  12,290  acres  of  public  land  in  the  El 
Dorado  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude,  and  primitive  recreation  and  the  special 
features  of  desert  tortoise  and  the  scenic  features  of  Gregory's  Arch  that 
exist  within  12,257  of  the  WSA's  12,290  acres.  Approximately  33  acres 
within  the  WSA  would  be  physically  distured  by  projected  unauthorized 
vehicle  use. 

Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration  activity  projected  to 
occur  without  wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  due  to  the  lack 
of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.  Development  of  precious  metal 
resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  470  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

The  proposed  interpretative  program  could  not  be  fully  implemented  under 

the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  as  interpretative  signing  would  be 

precluded.  Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not  adversely 
affect  this  program. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 

Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,  9,570  acres  out  of  12,290  acres  of  public  land  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining  2,720  acres 
of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation  and  the  special   geological   value  of  Gregory's 
Arch  would  be  retained  within  an  estimated  8,970  of  the  9,570  acres  of  the 
recommended  suitable  area.     Wilderness  values  on  the  remaining  600  acres 
of  the  suitable  portion  would  be  diminished  and,   in  some  instances  lost, 
as  a  result  of  unauthorized  off-road  motorized  vehicle  use,  mineral 
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exploration  and  utility  line  construction  and  maintenance  projected  to 
occur  on  adjacent  public  lands.  Wilderness  values  would  be  lost  on  the 
2,720  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  as 
continued  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  vehicle  use,  projected 
mineral  exploration  and  construction  of  utilities  would  adversely  impact 
the  area.  The  desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 

Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
Mineral  exploration  activity  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness 
designation  would  not  take  place  due  to  lack  of  valid  claims  if 
designation  occurs.  Exploration  of  existing  mining  claims  is  projected 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  There  are  no 
projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  of  mineral  resources  within 
this  area.  Development  of  precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to 
take  place  within  either  the  recommended  suitable  or  nonsuitable  areas. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the  9,570  acres 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  approximately  260 
visits  would  be  foregone  annually.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to 
other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

The  proposed  interpretative  program  could  not  be  fully  implemented  under 
Alternative  A  as  interpretative  signing  would  be  precluded.  Designation 
of  the  recommended  suitable  area  as  wilderness  would  not  adversely  affect 
this  program. 

Under  Alternative  A  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  could  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 

IRETEBA  PEAKS  WSA  (NV-050-438) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  14,994  acres  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  Z) . 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  and  any  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  that  exist  within  4,800  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  diminished  and, 
in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds  and  surface  disturbances 
created  by  increased  motorized  recreational  use,  projected  mineral 
exploration  and  utility  construction  and  maintenance  would  adversely 
impact  wilderness  values.  Wilderness  values  would  be  retained  within  the 
remaining  10,194  acres  of  the  WSA.  The  desert  tortoise  population  and  two 
identified  sensitive  plant  species  are  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 
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Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration  and 
development.  The  exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration 
for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  as  the  entire  WSA  remains  open  to 
vehicles  and  new  routes  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
utility  developments  make  the  study  area  more  accessible.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  14,994  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude,  and  the  special  features  of  desert  tortoise 
and  sensitive  plants  that  exist  within  14,939  of  the  WSA's  14,994  acres. 
Approximately  5  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be  physically  disturbed  by 
projected  unauthorized  vehicle  use. 

Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration  activity  projected  to 
occur  without  wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  due  to  the  lack 
of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.  Development  of  precious  metal 
resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  100  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 

Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,  10,155  acres  out  of  14,994  acres  of  public  land  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining  4,839  acres 
of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  the  sensitive  plant  species  would  be  retained  within  the  10,155  acres 
of  the  recommended  suitable  area.     Wilderness  values  would  be  lost  on  the 
4,839  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  as 


s-18 


continued  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  vehicle  use,  projected 
mineral  exploration  and  construction  of  utilities  would  adversely  impact 
the  area.  The  desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  recommended  nonsui table  area. 

Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
Mineral  exploration  is  not  projected  to  occur  with  or  without  wilderness 
designation.  Exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected  within  the 
recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  VJSA.  There  are  no  projected 
adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  of  mineral  resources  within  this  area. 
Development  of  precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place 
within  either  the  recommended  suitable  or  nonsuitable  areas. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the  10,155  acres 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  approximately  15 
visits  would  be  foregone  annually.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to 
other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area  not  being  designated  wilderness.  Mo  adverse  impacts  to 
this  use  are  expected  to  occur. 

JUMBO  SPRINGS  WSA  (NV-050-236) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  3,466  acres  of  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

No  long-term  negative  impacts  to  naturalness  qualities  would  occur  within 
the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  under  the  Proposed  Action. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  entire  3,466  acres  of  public  land  in 
the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designation  of  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  would  preserve  the  less  than 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  the  less  than  outstanding 
opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  In  addition,  the 
naturalness  values  that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be  retained. 
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NELLIS  ABC  WSA  (NV-050-04R-15) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  5,718  acres  of  the  Nell  is  ABC  WSA  would 
be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be  adversely  impacted  under  the 
Proposed  Action.  The  projected  development  of  utilities,  rail  lines, 
associated  access  routes,  and  increased  cross  country  vehicle  use  would 
physically  disturb  an  estimated  258  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  natural 
perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction  of 
utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  and  rail  lines  across  the  landscape.  The 
less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
would  be  lost  due  to  the  sights  and  sounds  created  by  the  aforementioned 
activities  occurring  in  the  WSA.  Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  could 
adversely  affect  the  desert  tortoise  population. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and  new  access  routes  would  be 
developed  in  association  with  projected  utilities  construction.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  a  rail  line  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire 
WSA  being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  5,718  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Nellis 
ABC  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness  and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  120  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 
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Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  a  rail  line.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
Department  of  Energy  and  any  other  potential  users. 

EVERGREEN  ABC  WSA  (NV-050-01R-16) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  2,694  acres  of  the  Evergreen  ABC  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  projected  development  of  utilities,  increased  cross  country  vehicle 
use  and  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  would  physically  disturb 
approximately  322  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  natural  perception  of  the 
entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction  of  utilities  (towers, 
lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape.  The  less  than  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  further 
diminished  due  to  the  audio  and  visual  distractions  from  the 
aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative 
impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the  Proposed 
Action. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire 
study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and  new  access  routes  would  be 
developed  in  association  with  projected  utilities  construction.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  the  development  of  material 
sites.  There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  extraction  of  materials  from  the 
one  existing  material  site. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to  the  2,694  acres 
of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the  WSA.  An  estimated 
total  of  322  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  (eleven  percent) 
would  be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and  associated  access 
routes,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  and  increasing  off-road  vehicle 
use. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,  2,694  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Evergreen  ABC  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness  and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 
Activities  related  to  the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and 
unauthorized  vehicle  use  would  impair  naturalness  qualities  over 
approximately  32  acres  of  the  WSA. 

Motorized  recreational  use  of  35  visits  would  be  foregone  annually  from 
the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure  hardships  to  the 
potential  utility  users. 

Development  of  material  sites  within  the  WSA  would  not  be  adversely 
impacted  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Full  utilization  of  the 
existing  material  site  would  occur  under  perpetuity  and  no  other  material 
sites  are  projected  to  be  developed. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
would  be  preserved  within  an  estimated  99  percent  of  the  WSA. 
Approximately  32  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to  the  authorized 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use. 

LAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  NATURAL  AREA  (ISA) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  12,315  acres  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
Trout  ISA  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The  marginal  wilderness  values  of  the  ISA  would  be  further  reduced  by  the 
increase  in  motorized  use  within  the  area.  The  special  feature  of  the 
Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout  would  not  be  affected.  Existing  management  would 
continue  to  protect  the  trout  habitat. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  motorized  recreational  use. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  habitat. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  12,315  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  ISA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Designation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness  would  benefit  the  values  of 
naturalness  and  solitude  by  the  preclusion  of  off-road,  cross  country 
travel  within  the  ISA.  However,  overall  wilderness  values  would  remain 
low.  The  special  feature  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout  would  be 
preserved. 

The  impacts  to  motorized  recreational  use  would  be  negligible,  eliminating 
less  than  10  percent  of  the  existing  use. 

There  would  be  no  impact  to  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  habitat  from  the 
designation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness. 
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CHAPTER  I 


INTRODUCTION  AND  PLANNING  PROCESS 

PURPOSE 

The  purpose  of  the  Proposed  Action  in  two  of  the  wilderness  study  areas  (WSAs) 
examined  in  this  EIS,  as  the  Wilderness  Act  states,  "Is  to  secure  for  the 
American  people  of  present  and  future  generations  the  benefits  of  an  enduring 
resource  of  wilderness."  In  12  of  the  WSAs  the  purpose  is  to  manage  for  use 
other  than  wilderness.  This  document  analyzes  the  potential  impacts  of 
designating  or  not  designating  as  wilderness  all  or  portions  of  13  WSAs  and 
one  Instant  Study  Area  in  Clark,  Lincoln,  White  Pine,  and  Humbolt  Counties, 
Nevada.  The  Proposed  Action  represents  the  BLM's  preliminary  recommendations 
for  these  13  WSAs  and  one  Instant  Study  Area  as  they  were  developed  through 
the  Bureau  planning  system. 

NEED 

The  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976  (FLPMA)  directs  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  (BLM)  to  manage  the  public  lands  and  their  resources  under 
the  principles  of  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield.  Section  603  of  FLPMA 
requires  a  wilderness  review  of  BLM  roadless  areas  containing  5,000  or  more 
acres  and  roadless  islands;  and  the  reporting  of  recommendations  on  those 
areas  formally  identified  as  primitive  or  natural  areas  (Instant  Study 
Areas).   The  BLM  inventory  process  identified  WSAs  which  have  the  mandatory 
wilderness  characteristics  of  size,  naturalness,  and  opportunities  for 
solitude  and/or  primitive  recreation  under  Section  603  of  FLPMA  (lands 
containing  5,000  acres)  and  Section  202  of  FLPMA  (lands  containing  less  than 
5,000  acres).  Suitable  or  nonsuitable  wilderness  recommendations  for  each  WSA 
will  be  presented  to  the  President  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The 
President  will  then  make  recommendations  to  the  Congress.  Areas  can  be 
designated  wilderness  only  by  an  act  of  Congress.  If  designated  as 
wilderness,  an  area  would  be  managed  in  accordance  with  the  Wilderness  Act  of 
1954  and  the  Bureau's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  dated  September  1931. 

The  13  WSAs  and  one  ISA  being  studied  are  listed  in  Table  1-1.  The  WSAs  and 
ISA  are  located  in  the  BLM's  Stateline  and  Caliente  Resource  Areas  of  the  Las 
Vegas  District;  the  Schell  Resource  Area  of  the  Ely  District;  and  the 
Sonoma-Gerlach  and  Paradise-Denio  Resource  Areas  of  the  Winnemucca  District. 
The  Location  Map  shows  the  relative  location  of  the  planning  areas  in  relation 
to  the  State  of  Nevada. 
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TABLE  1-1 
LISTING  OF  WSAS  AND  ISA 


WSA  Name 

Management 

Framework 

Plan 

Acreage 

District 

Marble  Canyon     (NV040-O86) 
(formerly  Granite  Spgs.) 

Shell 

19,150 

Ely 

Fish  &  Wildlife  Mo.   1 
(NV05O-201) 

Clark/ 
Caliente 

11,090 

Las  Vegas 

Fish  &  Wildlife  No.   2 
(NV050-216) 

Clark 

17,242 

Las  Vegas 

Fish  &  Wildlife  Mo.   3 
(NV050-217) 

Clark 

22,002 

Las  Vegas 

Lime  Canyon     (NV050-231) 

Clark 

34,680 

Las  Vegas 

Million  Hills     (NV050-233) 

Clark 

21,296 

Las  Vegas 

Garrett  Buttes     (MV050-235) 

Clark 

11,835 

Las  Vegas 

Quail   Springs     (NV050-411) 

Clark 

12,145 

Las  Vegas 

El   Dorado     (NV050-423) 

Clark 

12,290 

Las  Vegas 

Ireteba  Peaks     (MV050-438) 

Clark 

14,994 

Las  Vegas 

Jumbo  Springs     (NV050-236) 

Clark 

3,466 

£/ 

Las  Vegas 

Nell  is  ABC     (NV050-04R-15) 

Clark 

5,718 

«/ 

Las  Vegas 

Evergreen  ABC     (NV050-01R-16) 

Caliente 

2,694 

5/ 

Las  Vegas 

Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout 
Natural   Area  (ISA) 

Sonoma-Gerl  ach 
Paradise-Denio 

12,316 

Winnemucca 

TOTAL 

200,918  Ac 

res 

a/     202s  -  Each  are  is  divide  into  subunit's  of  less  than  5,000  acres.     The 
areas  donot  meet  the  5,000  acre  size  criteria  (continuous  roadless 
lands)   under  Section  603  of  the  Federal   Land  Policy  and  Management 
Act  (FLPMA).     These  WSAs  qualify  under  Section  202  of  the  Federal 
Land  Policy  and  Management  Act. 
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1.  LAHONTAN  ISA 

2.  MARBLE  CANYON    NV-040-086 

3.  EVERGREEN     NV-050-01R- 

16A,16B,16C 

4.  NELLIS     NV-050-04R-15A,15B,15C 

5.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE   #1      NV-050-201 

6.  FISH   &  WILDLIFE  #2     NV-050-216 

7.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE     #3     NV-050-217 

8.  LIME  CANYON     NV-050-231 

9.  MILLION   HILLS     NV-050-233 

10.  GARRETT  BUTTES     NV-050-235 

11.  JUMBO   SPRINGS     NV-050-236 

12.  QUAIL   SPRINGS    NV-050-411 

13.  EL   DORADO    NV- 05  0-42  3 

14.  IRETEBA  PEAKS     NV-050-438 


WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA 

LOCATION  MAP 


WILDERNESS  REVIEW 


Inventory 


The  inventory  phase  identified  areas  with  wilderness  characteristics,  as 
defined  in  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964,  and  designated  them  as  WSAs.  Guidelines 
for  conducting  the  inventory  phase  were  set  forth  primarily  in  the  BLM's 
"Wilderness  Inventory  Handbook"  of  1978. 

Areas  under  consideration  as  wilderness  were  evaluated  for  the  features 
described  below: 

Wilderness  Values 

The  following  key  factors  were  considered  when  roadless  areas  with  wilderness 
characteristics  were  identified: 

Size:  The  area  must  have  at  least  5,000  contiguous  roadless  acres  of 
public  land. 

Naturalness:  Human  imprints  must  be  substantially  unnoticeable. 

Outstanding  Opportunities:  The  area  must  offer  either  an  outstanding 
opportunity  for  solitude  or  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation. 

During  wilderness  inventory,  the  BLM  also  considered  the  extent  to  which  each 
of  the  following  wilderness  values  was  present: 

Special  Features:  Ecological,  geological,  or  other  features  of 
scientific,  educational,  scenic  or  historical  value. 

Multiple  Resource  Benefits:  The  benefits  to  other  multiple  resource 
values  and  uses  that  only  wilderness  designation  could  ensure. 

Study 

During  the  study  phase,  the  BLM  determined  through  careful  analysis  which 
study  areas  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
which  would  not.  Recommendations  for  the  14  areas  being  studied  for  wilderness 
were  made  through  the  BLM's  multiple  use  resource  planning  process.  The  BLM's 
planning  regulations  and  its  final  wilderness  study  policy  guided  the  study 
process. 

Reporting 

The  reporting  phase  begins  after  completion  of  the  draft  environmental  impact 
statement  (DEIS).  A  wilderness  study  report  (WSR)  and  a  preliminary  final 
wilderness  EIS  are  prepared  to  address  the  results  of  the  study  and  make 
preliminary  recommendations  as  to  the  designation  or  nondesignation  of  each 
VISA  and  ISA. 
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All  recommendations  of  WSAs  and  the  ISA  as  suitable  or  nonsuitable  for 
designation  as  wilderness  will  be  reported  through  the  Director  of  the  BLM  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
the  President,  who  will  make  his  recommendation  to  Congress.  Only  Congress  can 
designate  an  area  as  wilderness. 

INTERIM  MANAGEMENT 

Until   Congress  acts,   the  3LM's  Interim  Management  Policy  and  Guidelines  for 
Lands  Under  Wilderness  Review  (1979;   rev.   1933)   serves  as~th~e  principal 
document  for  managing  the  13  WSAs  and  one  ISA  in  the  Clark,  Caliente,  Schell, 
Sonoma-Gerlach  and  Paradise-Denio  Resource  Areas.   The  goal    of  the  interim 
management  policy  is  to  ensure  that  the  wilderness  qualities  inherent  to  each 
WSA  are  unchanged  at  the  time  that  Congress  makes  its  final   decisions. 

SCOPING  AND  ISSUE  IDENTIFICATION 

The  scoping  process  for  the  Nevada  Contiguous  Lands  Wilderness  EIS  encompassed 
issues  identified  by  BLM  staff  and  by  the  public  during  a  formal  scoping 
comment  period  on  issue  identification  in  Reno,  Las  Vegas  and  Ely  (August 
1987).  The  following  is  a  list  of  environmental  issues  identified  for 
analysis  in  the  EIS  for  the  WSAs.  (See  Table  1-2). 
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TABLE  1-2 
ISSUE  IDENTIFICATION 


WSAs 


I 
en 


Impacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


Impacts  on 
Exp.  &  Dev. 
Mineral 
Resources 


Inpacts  on 
Dev.  of 
Material 
Sites 


Inpacts  on 
Exp.  for 
Oil  and 
Gas 


Inpacts  on  Inpacts  on  Inpacts  on  Inpacts  on 

Levels  of  Recreation  Grazing  Dev.  of 

Motorized  Management  Management  Utility 

Recreation  Use  Lines 


Marble 
Canyon 

X 

X 

X 

F&W 

Ho.  1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

F  &  W 

No.  2 

X 

X 

X 

F&  W 
No.  3 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Lime 
Canyon 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Million 
Hills 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Garrett 
Buttes 

X 

X 

Quail 
Spri  ngs 

X 

X 

X 

El 
Dorado 

X 

X 

X                           X 

X 

Ireteba 
Peaks 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Jumbo 
SDrings 

X 

Nell  is 
ABC 

X 

X 

X 

Evergreen 
ABC 

X 

X 

X 

X 

LCT 
ISA 

X 

X 

TABLE  1-2  (Continued) 
ISSUE  IDENTIFICATION 


WSAs 


a> 


Inpacts  on 

Inpacts  on 

Inpacts  on 

Dev.  of 

Crucial 

LCT  Endangered 

Rail 

Tortoi  se 

Species 

Line 

Habitat 

Habitat 

Marble 
Canyon 

F  &  W 
No.  1 

X 

FSW 

No.  2 

X 

F  AW 
No.  3 

X 

Lime 
Canyon 

Million 
Hills 

X 

Garrett 
Buttes 

Quail 
Springs 

X 

El 
Dorado 

Ireteba 
Peaks 

Ju*o 
Sprinns 

Nell  is 
ABC 

Evergreen 
ABC 

X 

X 

LCT 
ISA 

X 

Marble  Canyon  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  affect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  Development  of  existing  mineral 
resources  within  designated  wilderness  areas  could  be  affected  by 
wilderness  management  restrictions. 

3.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Wilderness  designation  could  affect  grazing  management  operations  by 
precluding  the  construction  of  water  developments  and  the  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  normal  grazing  practices. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

4.  Impacts  on  the  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Upon  close 
examination,  levels  of  motorized  recreational  use  in  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
were  determined  not  to  be  significant  enough  to  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS. 
The  area  is  either  too  rugged  for  motorized  vehicle  access  or  it  does  not 
offer  exceptional  opportunities  to  warrant  motorized  recreational  use. 
Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

5.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  as  to  what  effect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  Wilderness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
use  would  occur  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  This  issue  will 
not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

6.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  cultural 
sites  that  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA  would  be  protected  with  or 
without  wilderness  designation.  Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from 
further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Reintroduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep  and 
Pronghorn.  Management  of  Rocky  Mountain  bighorn  sheep  and  pronghorn  and 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  water  developments  were  concerns 
identified  during  scoping.  The  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for 
both  the  re-establishment  of  native  species,  management  of  current 
populations  and  the  development  of  waters.  Although  there  may  be  some 
restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters  are  developed  and  subsequent 
maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of  wilderness  designation,  such 
restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect  management  and  water 
development  activities.  Therefore,  this  issue  was  not  analyzed  for  this 
WSA. 
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8.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 


are 


9.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  water  sources 
extremely  limited  and  consist  of  two  developed  seeps.  The  issue  of  how 
water  quality  and  quantity  would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or 
nondesignation  within  the  areas  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA.  The 
impacts  of  existing  or  projected  activities,  such  as  mineral  exploration 
and  development,  on  the  quality  and  quantity  of  water  sources  would  be 
negligible. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  tor  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  Development  of  existing  mineral 
resources  within  designated  wilderness  areas  could  be  affected  by 
wilderness  management  restrictions. 

3.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting,  trapping,  and  rocks  and  mineral  collecting  access, 
and  off-road  driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this  use  would  shift 
motorized  recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  WSA  to  adjacent 
lands. 

4.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  corridors.  The  route  along  Highway  03 
is  the  natural  course  for  north-south  interregional  utilities  which  tie 
into  either  Las  Vegas,  or  the  Hoover  Dam  facilities,  to  follow  and 
consequently,  has  received  considerable  attention  from  potential  users  and 
land  managers.  The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA  lies  astride  this  route 
from  Highway  93,  westerly.  To  the  west  and  east,  other  WSAs,  the  Desert 
National  Game  Range  and  topography  severely  restrict  alternative  routes 
through  or  to  southern  Nevada.  Therefore,  the  impact  of  wilderness 
designation  on  land  use  for  utilities  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA 
is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

5.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Material  Sites.  Wilderness  designation 
could  effect  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  for  the  Nevada  Department 
of  Transportation  by  precluding  the  development  of  material  sites.  The 
impact  of  this  issue  will  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 
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6.  Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat.  Crucial  desert  tortoise 
habitat  lies  within  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  I.  The  impacts  that  wilderness 
designation  may  have  on  this  resource  by  precluding  surface  disturbing 
activities  will  be  an  issue  for  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

7.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  as  to  what  affect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  W1 1 derness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
use  would  occur  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  This  issue  will 
not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  was 
dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

9.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  possible  water  sources 
consist  of  two  abandoned  wells.  Therefore,  the  issue  of  how  water  quality 
and  quantity  would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation 
within  the  area  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA. 

10.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Concerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects.  Ho 
range  projects  exist  within  the  WSA  and  none  are  proposed.  Therefore, 
this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for  this  WSA. 

11.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  inventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or 
endangered  species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to 
the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was 
received  regarding  this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed 
for  this  WSA. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting,  trapping,  rock  and  mineral  collecting  access  and 
vehicle  camping  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this  use  would  shift  motorized 
recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  WSAs  to  adjacent  lands. 
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3.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  corridors.  The  route  along  Highway  93 
is  the  natural  course  for  north-south  interregional  utilities  which  tie 
into  either  Las  Vegas,  or  the  Hoover  Dam  facilities,  to  follow  and 
consequently,  has  received  considerable  attention  from  potential  users  and 
land  managers.  The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  lies  astride  this  route 
from  Highway  93,  westerly.  To  the  west  and  east,  other  WSAs,  the  Desert 
National  Game  Range  and  topography  severely  restrict  alternative  routes 
through  or  to  southern  Nevada.  Therefore,  the  impact  of  wilderness 
designation  on  land  use  for  utilities  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA 
is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

4.  Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat.  Crucial  desert  tortoise 
habitat  lies  within  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2.  The  impacts  that  wilderness 
designation  may  have  on  this  resource  by  precluding  surface  disturbing 
activities  will  be  an  issue  for  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

5>  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
development  of  known  or  potential  mineral  resources  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analvzed  in  the  EIS  for 
this  WSA. 

6.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Al'r  i-orce  as  to  what  affect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  Wilderness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
use  would  occur  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  The  issue'will 
not  be  analyzed  for  the  WSA. 

1 •     Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  cultural 
sites  that  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA  would  be  protected  with  or 
without  wilderness  designation.  Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from 
further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 


8-  Impacts  on  Reintroduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep. 

Management  of  Desert  bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  mai n1 

water  developments  were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The 

Wilderness  Management  Policy 

native 

waters. 

are  devel 

wilderness  designation,  'such  restrictions  would  not  significantly' affect 

management,   re-establishment  and  water  development  activities.     Therefore 

this  issue  was  not  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 
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9.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

10.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  no  water  sources  have 
been  identified.  Therefore,  the  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity 
would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the 
area  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA. 

11 .  Impacts  on  Livestock  Development  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Concerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
However,  no  range  projects  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 
Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for  this  WSA. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting,  trapping,  rocks  and  minerals  collecting  access, 
racing,  vehicle  camping  and  off-road  driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this 
use  would  shift  motorized  recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  WSA 
to  adjacent  lands. 

3.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  corridors.  The  route  along  Highway  93 
is  the  natural  course  for  north-south  interregional  utilities  which  tie 
into  either  Las  Vegas,  or  the  Hoover  Dam  facilities,  to  follow  and 
consequently,  has  received  considerable  attention  from  potential  users  and 
land  managers.  The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  lies  astride  this  route 
from  Highway  93,  westerly.  To  the  west  and  east,  other  WSAs,  the  Desert 
National  Game  Range  and  topography  severely  restrict  alternative  routes 
through  or  to  southern  Nevada.  Therefore,  the  impact  of  wilderness 
designation  on  land  use  for  utilities  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA 
is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

4.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Material  Sites.  Wilderness  designation 
could  effect  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  for  the  Nevada  Department 
of  Transportation  by  precluding  the  development  of  material  sites.  The 
impact  of  this  issue  will  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

5.  Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat.  Crucial  desert  tortoise 
habitat  lies  within  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3.  The  impacts  that  wilderness 
designation  may  have  on  this  resource  by  precluding  surface  disturbing 
activities  will  be  an  issue  for  analysis  for  this  WSA. 
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The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

6.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
development  of  known  or  potential  mineral  resources  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  FIS  for 
this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  as  to  what  effect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  Wilderness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
use  would  occur  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  The  issue  will 
not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Place's.  The  cultural 
sites  that  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA  would  be  protected  with  or 
without  wilderness  designation.  Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from 
further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

9.  Impacts  on  Reintroduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep. 

Management  of  Desert  bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
water  developments  were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The 
Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  both  the  re-establishment  of 
native  species,  management  of  current  populations  and  the  development  of 
waters.  Although  there  may  be  some  restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters 
are  developed  and  subsequent  maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of 
wilderness  designation,  such  restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect 
management,  re-establishment  and  water  development  activities.  Therefore, 
this  issue  was  not  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

10.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

11.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  water  sources  are 
extremely  limited  and  consist  of  two  abandoned  wells.  The  issue  of  how 
water  quality  and  quantity  would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or 
nondesignation  within  the  areas  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA. 
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12.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Development  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Concerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects.  No 
range  projects  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this 
issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for  this  WSA. 


Lime  Canyon 


1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness.  In  addition,  those  uses  and 
actions  occurring  on  or  projected  to  take  place  on  those  private  lands 
located  within  the  borders  of  the  WSA,  may  adversely  effect  their 
wilderness  values. 

2.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  Development  of  existing  mineral 
resources  within  designated  wilderness  areas  could  be  affected  by 
wilderness  management  restrictions. 

3.  Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas.  Wilderness 
designation  could  effect  exploration  for  potential  oil  and  gas  resources 
by  withdrawing  designated  lands  from  energy  leasing. 

4.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting,  trapping,  rocks  and  mineral  access,  vehicle  camping 
and  off-road  driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this  use  would  shift 
motorized  recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  WSA  to  adjacent 
lands. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

5.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Any  future  sites  identified 
within  the  WSA  would  be  protected  with  or  without  wilderness  designation. 
Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 
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6-  Impacts  on  Re introduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep. 

Management  of  Desert  bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
water  developments  were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The 
Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  both  the  re-establishment  of 
native  species,  management  of  current  populations  and  the  development  of 
waters.  Although  there  may  be  some  restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters 
are  developed  and  subsequent  maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of 
wilderness  designation,  such  restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect 
management,  re-establishment  and  water  development  activities.  Therefore 
this  issue  was  not  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

7-  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  water  sources  are 
extremely  limited  and  consist  of  a  developed  spring.  The  issue  of  how 
water  quality  and  quantity  would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or 
nondesignation  within  the  areas  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA.  The 
impacts  of  existing  or  projected  activities,  such  as  mineral  exploration 
and  development,  on  the  quality  and  quantity  of  water  sources  would  be 
negligible. 

9-  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Co ncerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
This  issue  was  considered  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis  because  the 
BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  the  continued  maintenance 
of   grazing  facilities  and  the  construction  of  planned  range  projects. 

The  maintenance  of  two  existing  fence  lines,  one  developed  spring  and  a 
small  earthen  reservoir  would  continue  within  the  WSA  subject  to 
reasonable  controls  and  restrictions.  Restrictions  and  controls  would  be 
placed  on  the  use  of  motor  vehicles,  motorized  equipment  and  mechanical 
transport. 

10-  Impacts  on  Private  Inholdings.  The  impact  of  wilderness 
designation  or  nondesignation  on  private  land  inholdings  in  the  WSA  (333 
acres)  was  considered  as  an  issue  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis. 
BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  adequate  access  to 
non-federal  lands  completely  surrounded  by  a  wilderness  area.  Such  access 
would  be  a  combination  of  routes  and  modes  of  travel  which  will  cause  the 
least  lasting  impact  on  the  wilderness  resource  and,  at  the  same  time, 
serve  the  reasonable  purposes  for  which  the  non-federal  lands  are   held  or 
used.  Therefore,  this  issue  was  not  considered  for  further  analysis  for 
this  WSA. 
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Presently,  a  permanent  access  route  does  not  exist  through  the  WSA  to  the 
838  acre  private  inholding.  Development  of  access  is  projected  for  the 
three  separate  parcels  of  private  inholdings  located  within  the  WSA. 

Million  Hills  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
devel opment  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  Development  of  existing  mineral 
resources  within  designated  wilderness  areas  could  be  affected  by 
wilderness  management  restrictions. 

3.  Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas.  Wilderness 
designation  could  effect  exploration  for  potential  oil  and  gas  resources 
by  withdrawing  designated  lands  from  energy  leasing. 

4.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting,  trapping,  rock  and  mineral  access,  vehicle  camping, 
and  off-road  driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this  use  would  shift 
motorized  recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  WSA  to  adjacent 
lands. 

5.  Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat.  Crucial  desert  tortoise 
habitat  lies  within  Million  Hills  WSA.  The  impacts  that  wilderness 
designation  may  have  on  this  resource  by  precluding  surface  disturbing 
activities  will  be  an  issue  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

6.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Any  sites  identified  in  the 
future  would  be  protected  with  or  without  wilderness  designation. 
Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 
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7.  Impacts  on  Reintroduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep. 

Management  of  Desert  bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
water  developments  were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The 
Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  both  the  re-establishment  of 
native  species,  management  of  current  populations  and  the  development  of 
waters.  Although  there  may  be  some  restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters 
are  developed  and  subsequent  maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of 
wilderness  designation,  such  restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect 
management,  re-establishment  and  water  development  activities.  Therefore, 
this  issue  was  not  analyzed  for  this  VISA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

9.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  water  sources  are 
extremely  limited  and  consist  of  two  developed  and  one  undeveloped 
springs.  The  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity  would  be  affected  by 
wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the  areas  will  not  be 
considered  for  this  WSA.  There  were  no  existing  or  projected  activities 
that  were  found  to  adversely  impact  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water 
sources. 

10.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Cone erns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
This  issue  was  considered  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis  because  the 
BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  the  continued  maintenance 
of  grazing  facilities  and  the  construction  of  planned  range  projects. 

The  maintenance  of  two  existing  fence! ines  and  two  developed  springs 
would  continue  within  the  WSA  subject  to  reasonable  controls  and 
restrictions.  Restrictions  and  controls  would  be  placed  on  the  use  of 
motor  vehicles,  motorized  equipment  and  mechanical  transport. 

Garrett  Buttes  WSA 

"I.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting  and  trapping  access,  vehicle  camping  and  off-road 
driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this  use  would  shift  motorized 
recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  WSA  to  adjacent  lands. 
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The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

3.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
development  of  known  or 
within  the  WSA.  Therei 
this  WSA. 


n  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
or  potential  mineral  resources  is  projected  to  occur 
"efore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for 


4.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Place's.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Any  sites  identified  in  the 
future  would  be  protected  with  or  without  wilderness  designation. 
Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

5.  Impacts  on  Reintroduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep. 

Management  of  Desert  bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
water  developments  were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The 
Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  both  the  re-establishment  of 
native  species,  management  of  current  populations  and  the  development  of 
waters.  Although  there  may  be  some  restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters 
are  developed  and  subsequent  maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of 
wilderness  designation,  such  restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect 
management,  re-establishment  and  water  development  activities.  Therefore, 
this  issue  was  not  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

6.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  water  sources  are 
extremely  limited  and  consist  of  five  developed  seeps  and  springs.  The 
issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity  would  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation  or  nondesignation  within  the  areas  will  not  be  considered  for 
this  WSA.  There  were  no  existing  or  projected  activities  that  were  found 
to  adversely  impact  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  sources. 

8.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Concerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
This  issue  was  considered  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis  because  the 
BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  the  continued  maintenance 
of  grazing  facilities  and  the  construction  of  planned  range  projects. 
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The  construction  of  a  proposed  fence! ine  and  the  maintenance  of  five 
existing  developed  springs  would  continue  within  the  WSA  subject  to 
reasonable  controls  and  restrictions.  Restrictions  and  controls  would  be 
placed  on  facility  design,  location  and  materials;  and  the  use  of  motor 
vehicles,  motorized  equipment  and  mechanical  transport. 

Quail  Springs  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  tor  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting  and  trapping  access  and  off-road  driving  in  the  WSA. 
Eliminating  this  use  would  shift  motorized  recreational  uses  currently 
occurring  in  the  WSA  to  adjacent  lands. 

3.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  corridors.  The  route  east  of  Highway 
95  is  the  natural  course  for  north-south  interregional  utilities  which  tie 
into  either  Las  Vegas,  or  the  Hoover  Dam  facilities,  to  follow  and 
consequently,  has  received  considerable  attention  from  potential  users  and 
land  managers.  The  Quail  Springs  WSA  lies  astride  this  route.  To  the 
north  and  south  the  Desert  National  Game  Range  and  private  lands  severely 
restrict  alternative  routes  through  or  to  southern  Nevada.  Therefore,  the 
impact  of  wilderness  designation  on  land  use  for  utilities  in  the  Quail 
Springs  WSA  is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

4.  Impacts  on  Development  of  a  Rail  Line.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  a  transportation  corridor.  A  route  north  of 
Las  Vegas  has  been  identified  by  the  Department  of  Energy  as  a  natural 
course  for  a  north-south  rail  line  which  would  tie  into  Yucca  Mountain  and 
a  major  railroad  in  Las  Vegas.  The  Quail  Springs  WSA  lies  astride  this 
route.  To  the  north  and  south  the  Desert  National  Game  Range  and  private 
lands  severely  restrict  alternative  routes.  Therefore,  the  impact  of 
wilderness  designation  on  land  use  for  a  rail  line  in  the  Quail  Springs 
WSA  is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 
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5.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
development  of  known  or  potential  mineral  resources  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for 
this  WSA. 

6.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  as  to  what  affect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  Wilderness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
use  would  occur  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  The  issue  will 
not  be  analyzed  for  the  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or   historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  cultural 
sites  that  have  been  recorded  along  the  WSA's  southern  border  would  be 
protected  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  Therefore,  this  issue 
was  dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

9.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  No  water  sources  are  known  to  exist 
within  the  WSA.   Therefore,  the  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity 
would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the 
areas  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA. 

El  Dorado  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness.  In  addition,  those  uses  and 
actions  occurring  on  or  projected  to  take  place  on  those  private  lands 
located  within  the  borders  of  the  WSA,  may  adversely  effect  their 
wilderness  values. 

2.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  exploration  for  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  Development  of  existing  mineral 
resources  within  designated  wilderness  could  be  affected  by  wilderness 
management  restrictions. 
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3.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting,  trapping,  rocks  and  minerals  collecting  access, 
racing,  vehicle  camping  and  off-road  driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this 
use  would  shift  motorized  recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  USA 
to  adjacent  lands. 

4.  Impacts  on  Recreational  Management  within  the  El  Dorado  WSA. 

PI anning  efforts  proposed  the  development  of  a  recreational  interpretati ve 
program  by  developing  trails  and  placing  signs  within  the  WSA.  The  impact 
of  wilderness  designation  on  the  projected  activity  is  an  issue  to  be 
analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

5.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  corridors.  The  route  north  of  Highway 
60  is  the  natural  course  for  east-west  interregional  utilities  which  tie 
into  either  Las  Vegas,  or  the  Hoover  Dam  facilities,  to  follow  and 
consequently,  has  received  considerable  attention  from  potential  users  and 
land  managers.  The  El  Dorado  WSA  lies  astride  this  route.  To  the  north 
and  south  withdrawals,  private  lands  and  development  severely  restrict 
alternative  routes  through  or  to  southern  Nevada.  Therefore,  the  impact 
of  wilderness  designation  on  land  use  for  utilities  in  the  El  Dorado  WSA 
is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

6.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Any  sites  identified  in  the 
future  would  be  protected  with  or  without  wilderness  designation. 
Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep.  Management  of  Desert 
bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  water  developments 
were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The  Wilderness  Management  Policy 
provides  for  both  the  re-establishment  of  native  species,  management  of 
current  populations  and  the  development  of  waters.  Although  there  may  be 
some  restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters  are  developed  and  subsequent 
maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of  wilderness  designation,  such 
restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect  management,  re-establishment 
and  water  development  activities.  Therefore,  this  issue  was  not  analyzed 
for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 
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9-  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  water  sources  are 
extremely  limited  and  consist  of  one  developed  and  one  undeveloped 
spring.  The  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity  would  be  affected  by 
wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the  areas  will  not  be 
considered  for  this  WSA.  There  were  no  existing  or  projected  activities 
that  were  found  to  adversely  impact  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water 
sources. 

10.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Concerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
This  issue  was  considered  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis  because  no 
livestock  developments  are  planned  for  the  WSA  and  the  BLM's  Wilderness 
Management  Policy  provides  for  the  continued  maintenance  of  the  one 
existing  developed  spring. 

The  maintenance  of  the  one  existing  spring  would  continue  within  the  WSA 
subject  to  reasonable  controls  and  restrictions.  Restrictions  and 
controls  would  be  placed  on  the  use  of  motor  vehicles,  motorized  equipment 
and  mechanical  transport. 

11.  Impacts  on  Private  Inholdings.  The  impact  of  wilderness 
designation  or  nondesignation  on  private  land  inholdings  in  the  WSA  (120 
acres)  was  considered  as  an  issue  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis. 
BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  adequate  access  to 
non-federal  lands  completely  surrounded  by  a  wilderness  area.  Such  access 
would  be  a  combination  of  routes  and  modes  of  travel  which  will  cause  the 
least  lasting  impact  on  the  wilderness  resource  and,  at  the  same  time, 
serve  the  reasonable  purposes  for  which  the  non-federal  lands  are  held  or 
used. 

Presently,  a  permanent  access  route  does  not  exist  through  the  WSA  to  the 
120  acre  private  inholding.  An  access  route  into  the  inholdings  is 
projected  as  interest  has  been  shown  in  developing  the  120  acre  parcel. 

Ireteba  Peaks  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
devel opment  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  Development  of  existing  mineral 
resources  within  designated  wilderness  could  be  affected  by  wilderness 
management  restrictions. 
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3.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting  and  trapping  access,  vehicle  camping  and  off-road 
driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating  this  use  would  shift  motorized 
recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in  the  WSA  to  adjacent  lands. 

4.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  development.  A  route  for  a 
transmission  line  has  been  identified  by  the  Southern  California  Edison 
Company,  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA.  The 
proposed  transmission  line  would  be  an  extension  of  an  existing  line. 
Therefore,  the  impact  of  wilderness  designation  on  land  use  for  utilities 
in  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

5.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Any  sites  identified  in  the 
future  would  be  protected  with  or  without  wilderness  designation. 
Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

6.  Impacts  on  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep.  Management  of  Desert 
bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  water  developments 
were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The  Wilderness  Management  Policy 
provides  for  both  the  re-establishment  of  native  species,  management  of 
current  populations  and  the  development  of  waters.  Although  there  may  be 
some  restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters  are  developed  and  subsequent 
maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of  wilderness  designation,  such 
restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect  management,  re-establishment 
and  water  development  activities.  Therefore,  this  issue  was  not  analyzed 
for  this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  water  sources  are 
extremely  limited  and  consist  of  five  undeveloped  seeps  and  springs.  The 
issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantify  would  be  affected  by  wilderness 
designation  or  nondesignation  within  the  areas  will  not  be  considered  in 
for  this  WSA.   There  were  no  existing  or  projected  activities  that  were 
found  to  adversely  impact  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  sources. 
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9.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities 

Co ncerns  were  raised  tiv.t  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects.  No 
range  facilities  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the  MSA.  Therefore 
this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for  this  WSA. 

Jumbo  Springs  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

2-  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  affect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
development  of  known  or  potential  mineral  resources  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  FIS  for 
this  WSA. 

3«  Impacts  on  the  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Upon  close 
examination,  levels  of  motorized  recreational  use  in  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
were  determined  not  to  be  significant  enough  to  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS. 
The  area  is  either  too  rugged  for  motorized  vehicle  access  or  it  does  not 
offer  exceptional  opportunities  to  warrant  motorized  recreational  use 
Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

4.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  tnat  are  currently  listed  or  prooosed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Place's.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  was 
dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

5v  Impacts  on  Reintroduction  and  Management  of  Bighorn  Sheep. 

Management  of  Desert  bighorn  sheep  and  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
water  developments  were  concerns  identified  during  scoping.  The 
Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  both  the  re-establishment  of 
native  species,  management  of  current  populations  and  the  development  of 
waters.  Although  there  may  be  some  restrictions  placed  on  the  way  waters 
are  developed  and  subsequent  maintenance  activities  as  a  result  of 
wilderness  designation,  such  restrictions  would  not  significantly  affect 
management,  re-establishment  and  water  development  activities.  Therefore 
this  issue  was  not  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 
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6.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  no  water  sources  have 
been  identified.  Therefore,  the  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity 
would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the 
area  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Co ncerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
However,  no  range  projects  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 
Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for  this  WSA. 

Nell  is  ABC  WSA 

1.  impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting  access  and  off-road  driving  in  the  WSA.  Eliminating 
this  use  would  shift  motorized  recreational  uses  currently  occurring  in 
the  WSA  to  adjacent  lands. 

3.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  corridors.  The  route  east  of  Highway 
95  is  the  natural  course  for  north-south  interregional  utilities  which  tie 
into  either  Las  Vegas,  or  the  Hoover  Dam  facilities,  to  follow  and 
consequently,  has  received  considerable  attention  from  potential  users  and 
land  managers.  The  Nellis  ABC  WSA  lies  astride  this  route.  To  the  north 
and  south  the  Desert  National  Game  Range  and  private  lands  severely 
restrict  alternative  routes  through  or  to  southern  Nevada.  Therefore,  the 
impact  of  wilderness  designation  on  land  use  for  utilities  in  the  Nellis 
ABC  WSA  is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 

4   Impacts  on  Development  of  a  Rail  Line.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affert  the  use  of  land  for  a  transportation  corridor.  A  route  nortn  of 
Las  Vegas  has  been  identified  by  the  Department  of  Energy  as  a  natural 
course  for  a  north-south  rail  line  which  would  tie  into  Yucca  Mountain  and 
a  major  railroad  in  Las  Vegas.  The  Nellis  ABC  WSA  lies  astride  this 
route.  To  the  north  and  south  the  Desert  National  Game  Range  and  private 
lands  severely  restrict  alternative  routes.  Therefore,  the  impact  of 
wilderness  designation  on  land  use  for  a  rail  line  in  the  Nellis  ABC  WSA 
is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this  EIS. 
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The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

5.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
development  of  known  or  potential  mineral  resources  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for 
this  WSA. 

6.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  as  to  what  affect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  Wi  1  derness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
would  occur  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  This  issue  was 
dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  No  cultural 
sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA.  Any  sites  identified  in  the 
future  would  be  protected  with  or  without  wilderness  designation. 
Therefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from  further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

9.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  WSA,  no  water  sources  have 
been  identified.  Therefore,  the  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity 
would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the 
area  will  not  be  considered  for  the  WSA. 

Evergreen  WSA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  WSA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  WSA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 

2.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting  and  trapping  access,  vehicle  camping,  and  off-road 
driving.  Eliminating  this  use  would  shift  motorized  recreational  uses 
currently  occurring  in  the  WSAs  to  adjacent  lands. 
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3.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities.  Wilderness  designation  could 
affect  the  use  of  land  for  utility  corridors.  The  route  along  Highway  93 
is  the  natural  course  for  north-south  interregional  utilities  which  tie 
into  either  Las  Vegas,  or  the  Hoover  Dam  facilities,  to  follow  and 
consequently,  has  received  considerable  attention  from  potential  users  and 
land  managers.  The  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  lies  astride  this  route  from  Highway 
93,  westerly.  To  the  west  and  east,  other  WSAs,  the  Desert  National  Game 
Range  and  topography  severely  restrict  alternative  routes  through  or  to 
southern  Nevada.  Therefore,  the  impact  of  wilderness  designation  on  land 
use  for  utilities  in  the  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  is  an  issue  analyzed  in  this 
EIS. 

4.  Impacts  on  Development  of  Material  Sites.  Wilderness  designation 
could  effect  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  for  the  Nevada  Department 
of  Transportation  by  precluding  the  development  of  material  sites.  The 
impact  of  this  issue  will  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

5.  Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat.  Crucial  desert  tortoise 
habitat  lies  within  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1.  The  impacts  that  wilderness 
designation  may  have  on  this  resource  by  precluding  the  designation  of  a 
utility  corridor  will  be  an  issue  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

6.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Wilderness  designation  could  effect  the  exploration  and 
development  of  potential  and  known  mineral  resources  by  withdrawing 
designated  lands  from  mineral  entry.  However,  no  exploration  or 
development  of  known  or  potential  mineral  resources  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS  for 
this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  as  to  what  affect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  Wilderness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
use  would  continue  with  or  without  wilderness  designation.  The  issue  will 
not  be  further  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  WSA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  cultural 
sites  that  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA  would  be  protected  with  or 
without  wilderness  designation.  Therefore,  the  issue  was  dropped  from 
further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 
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9.  Impacts  on  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  listed  threatened  or  endangered 
species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was  received  regarding 
this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

10.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  No  water  sources  are  known  to  exist 
within  the  WSA.  Therefore,  the  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity 
would  be  affected  by  wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the 
area  will  not  be  considered  for  this  WSA. 

11 .  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Co nc erns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
This  issue  was  considered  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis  because  no 
livestock  developments  are  planned  for  the  WSA  and  the  BLM's  Wilderness 
Management  Policy  provides  for  the  continued  maintenance  of  the  one 
existing  earthen  reservoir. 

The  maintenance  of  the  one  existing  small  earthen  reservoir  would  continue 
within  the  WSA  subject  to  reasonable  controls  and  restrictions. 
Restrictions  and  controls  would  be  placed  on  the  use  of  motor  vehicles, 
motorized  equipment  and  mechanical  transport. 

Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  (LCT)  ISA 

1.  Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values.  The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  various  special 
features  of  the  ISA  could  benefit  from  wilderness  designation.  The  same 
values  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions  that  would  occur 
should  the  ISA  not  be  designated  wilderness.  In  addition,  those  uses  and 
actions  occurring  on  or  projected  to  take  place  on  those  private  lands 
located  within  the  borders  of  the  ISA,  may  adversely  effect  their 
wilderness  values. 

2.  Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use.  Wilderness 
designation  would  eliminate  the  cross  country,  off-road  use  of  motorized 
vehicles  for  hunting  and  trapping  access,  and  vehicle  camping  in  the  ISA. 
Eliminating  this  use  would  shift  motorized  recreational  uses  currently 
occurring  in  the  ISA  to  adjacent  lands.  The  impact  of  wilderness 
designation  on  motorized  recreational  use  within  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
Trout  ISA  is  an  issue  for  analysis. 

3.  Impacts  on  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  (LCT)  -  Threatened  Species 
Habitat.  The  LCT  is  currently  listed  as  a  threatened  species  on  the 
Federal  list  of  "Endangered  and  Threatened  Wildlife  and  Plants".  The 
Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Instant  Study  Area  was  officially  designated  as  a 
Natural  Area  in  1973  for  the  specific  purpose  of  ensuring  the  preservation 
of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout  in  its  natural  habitat,  and  to  maximize 
available  spawning  areas.  The  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  threatened  species 
habitat  available  within  the  ISA  could  benefit  from  wilderness 
designation.  This  habitat  may  be  adversely  affected  by  uses  and  actions 
that  could  occur  should  the  ISA  not  be  designated  wilderness. 
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The  following  issues  were  identified  in  scoping  but  were  not  selected  for 
detailed  analysis  for  this  WSA.  The  reasons  for  setting  aside  each  of  the 
issues  are  discussed  below: 

4.  Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral 
Resources.  Due  to  the  mineral  segregation  of  1968,  there  is  no  mineral 
activity  allowed  in  the  ISA.  As  there  will  be  no  change  in  the  existing 
situation,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed  for  this  WSA. 

5.  Impacts  on  Military  Overflights.  Concerns  were  raised  by  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  as  to  what  affect  wilderness  designation  would  have  on  low-level 
military  overflights  and  restricted  air-space.  The  Wilderness  Management 
Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  military  overflights;  therefore,  this 
use  would  continue  with  or  without  wilderness  designation. 

6.  Impacts  on  Cultural  Resources.  The  ISA  does  not  possess  prehistoric 
or  historic  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or  proposed  for  nomination 
for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  cultural 
sites  that  have  been  recorded  within  the  ISA  would  be  protected  with  or 
without  wilderness  designation.  Tnerefore,  this  issue  was  dropped  from 
further  analysis  for  this  WSA. 

7.  Impacts  on  Other  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.  Wildlife  and 
vegetation  iventories  did  not  identify  any  other  listed  threatened  or 
endangered  species  within  the  WSA.  Notification  of  Scoping  was  sent  to 
the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  no  additional  information  was 
received  regarding  this  issue.  Therefore,  this  issue  will  not  be  analyzed 
for  this  WSA. 

8.  Impacts  on  Water  Sources.  Within  the  ISA,  water  sources  are 
numerous  and  consist  of  developed  and  undeveloped  springs  and  a  small 
reservoir.  No  surface  disturbing  activities  are  projected  to  occur  within 
the  WSA  that  would  impact  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  existing  water 
sources.  The  issue  of  how  water  quality  and  quantity  would  be  affected  by 
wilderness  designation  or  nondesignation  within  the  area  will  not  be 
considered  for  this  WSA. 

9.  Impacts  on  Livestock  Developments  and  Maintenance  Activities. 

Concerns  were  raised  that  livestock  operators  would  not  be  able  to 
maintain  their  grazing  facilities  or  construct  planned  range  projects. 
This  issue  was  considered  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis  because  the 
BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  the  continued  maintenance 
of  the  existing  fencelines,  developed  springs  and  small  reservoirs. 

Maintenance  of  the  several  existing  fencelines  and  developed  springs  and 
the  four  small  reservoirs  would  continue  within  the  designated  wilderness 
area  under  reasonable  controls  and  restrictions.  Restrictions  and 
controls  would  be  placed  on  the  use  of  motor  vehicles,  motorized  equipment 
and  mechanical  transport. 
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10.  Impacts  on  Private  Inholdings.  The  impact  of  wilderness 
designation  or  nondesignation  on  private  land  inholdings  in  the  ISA  (1,256 
acres)  was  considered  as  an  issue  but  dropped  from  detailed  analysis. 
BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  provides  for  adequate  access  to 
non-federal  lands  completely  surrounded  by  a  wilderness  area.  Such  access 
would  be  a  combination  of  routes  and  modes  of  travel  which  will  cause  the 
least  lasting  impact  on  the  wilderness  resource  and,  at  the  same  time, 
serve  the  reasonable  purposes  for  which  the  non-federal  lands  are  held  or 
used. 

Established  access  routes  cross  the  WSA  into  several  of  the  private 
inholdings,  as  the  parcels  have  been  developed  to  some  degree.  One  small 
parcel  located  near  the  southern  border  of  the  ISA  does  not  currently  have 
any  establish  permanent  access  route.  It  is  projected  that  road  access 
will  be  developed  to  the  parcel. 

FORMULATION  OF  ALTERNATIVES 

Proposed  Action 

Development  of  the  Proposed  Action  is  guided  by  requirements  of  the  Bureau's 
Planning  Regulations,  43  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  (CFR),  part  1600.  The 
BLM's  Wilderness  Study  Policy  (published  February  3,  1982,  in  the  Federal 
Register)  supplements  the  planning  regulations  by  providing  the  specific 
factors  to  be  considered  in  developing  suitability  recommendations  during  the 
planning  sequence. 

The  Proposed  Action(s)  recommend  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  those 
WSAs  or  portions  of  WSAs  with  high  quality  wilderness  values.  Under  the 
Proposed  Action(s),  22,195  acres  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  This  includes  partial  recommendations  of  8,300  acres  for  Marble 
Canyon;  and  13,895  acres  for  Lime  Canyon.  The  remaining  eleven  WSAs  and  the 
ISA  were  not  recommended.  (See  Table  1-3). 

Alternatives  to  the  Proposed  Action  Selected  for  Analysis 

The  BLM  Wilderness  Study  Policy  calls  for  the  formulation  and  evaluation  of 
alternatives  ranging  from  resource  protection  to  resource  production.  The 
alternatives  assessed  in  this  EIS  include:  (1)  an  All  Wilderness  Alternative 
for  each  WSA;  (2)  a  No  Wilderness  Alternative  for  each  WSA;  and  (3)  a  Partial 
Wilderness  Alternative(s)  for  five  WSAs. 

In  this  document,  the  No  Action  Alternative,  as  required  by  the  National 
Environmental  Protection  Act,  and  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative  are 
equivalent.  Both  advocate  continuation  of  management  as  outlined  in  the 
existing  Management  Framework  Plan  and  recommends  the  WSA  as  nonsui table  for 
wilderness. 

The  All  Wilderness  Alternative  represents  the  maximum  possible  acreage  that 
could  be  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
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Partial  Wilderness  Alternative(s)  can  make  suitable  or  nonsuitable 
recommendations  ranging  between  the  All  Wilderness  and  No  Action 
Alternatives.  A  Partial  Wilderness  Alternative  can  recommend  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  something  less  than  the  entire  acreage  of  one  WSA. 
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Table  1-3 
ALTERNATIVES  BY  WSA 


WSA/Altematives  Suitable  Acres  Nonsiri table  Acres 


Marble  Canyon    (NV-040-086) 

Proposed  Action  (Alternative  A)  8,300  10,850 

All  Wilderness  19,150  0 

Ho  Wilderness  0  19,150 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1 
(NV-050-201 ) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness)  0  11,090 

All  Wilderness  11,090  0 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Mo.  2 
(MV-050216) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness)  0  17,242 

0 


22,002 
0 


All  Wilderness 

17,242 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Ho.  3 
(HV-050-217) 

Proposed  Action  (Mo  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 

0 
22,002 

Lime  Canyon    (NV-050-231 ) 
Proposed  Action  (Alternative  A) 
All  Wilderness 
No  Wilderness 

13,895 

34,680 

0 

Million  Hills    (MV-050-233) 
Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 
Alternative  A 

0 
21,296 

11,050 

Garrett  Buttes    (NV-050-235) 
Proposed  Action  (Ho  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 

0 
11,835 

Quail  Springs    (NV-050-411) 
Proposed  Action  (Ho  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 

0 
12,145 

20,785 

0 
34,680 


21,296 

0 
10,246 


11,835 
0 


12,145 
0 
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Table  1-3  (continued) 


WSA/Alternative 

Suitable  Acres 

Nonsui table  Acres 

El  Dorado    (MV-050-423) 
Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 
Alternative  A 

0 

12,290 

9,570 

12,290 

0 
2,720 

Ireteba  Peaks    (NV-050-438) 
Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 
Alternative  A 

0 
14,994 
10,155 

14,994 

0 
4,839 

Ju*o  Springs    (MV-050-236) 
Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 

0 
3,466 

3,466 
0 

Nellis  ABC    (MV-050-O4R-15) 
Proposed  Action  (Mo  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 

0 
5,718 

5,718 

0 

Evergreen  ABC    (NV-050-01R-16) 
Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness) 
All  Wilderness 

0 
2,694 

2,694 
0 

Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout 
Natural  Area  (ISA) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness) 

All  Wilderness 

0 
12,316 

12,315 
0 
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CHAPTER  2 
Proposed  Action  and  Alternatives 


CHAPTER 


PROPOSED  ACTION  AND  ALTERNATIVES 

Since  the  pattern  of  future  actions  within  the  WSAs  cannot  be  predicted  with 
certainty,  assumptions  were  made  to  allow  the  analysis  of  impacts  under  the 
Proposed  Action  and  Alternatives.  These  assumptions  are  the  basis  of  the 
impacts  identified  in  this  EIS.  They  are  not  management  plans  or  proposals, 
but  represent  feasible  patterns  of  activities  which  could  occur  under  the 
alternatives  analyzed. 

MARBLE  CANYON  WSA  (NV-040-086) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  8,430  acres  as  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  and  10,720  acres  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,   the  8,300  acres  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral   leasing  and  mining  laws.     Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.     As  of  1907,   a  total   of  14  mining 
claims  containing  1,120  acres  existed  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion 
of  the  WSA.      (See  Mining  Claims  Map.) 


The  northern  tip  of  the  suitable  portion  in  the  vicinity  of  Bars  Canyon  is 
considered  to  have  a  high  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  marble.     Marb" 
deposits  are  known  to  exist  in  the  area  but  are  of  a  relatively  ■ 
In  addition,   the  cost  of  quarrying  marble  and  the  accessibility 
to  markets,   precludes  development  (GEM  1983).      (See  Mineral   Favc 


Marble 
relatively  poor  quality, 
ty  and  distance 
,  avorability 
Map).     Exploration  and  development  are  not,   therefore,  anticipated  within  this 
portion  of  the  WSA. 


The  10,850  acres  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all    forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mining  laws.     As  of  1987,   12  claims  containing  1,920  acres  existed  within 
the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.      (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

Some  exploration  to  define  the  extent  of  marble  deposits  is  projected  to  occur 
north  of  3ar's  Canyon.     Due  to  the  widespread  nature  of  the  marble  deposits, 
this  exploration  would  likely  occur  in  the  more  easily  accessible  area  to  the 
north  of  Bar's  Canyon.     As  a  result  of  this  exploration,   there  would  be 
approximately  6  acres  of  surface  disturbance.     The  disturbance  would  include 
up  to  2  miles  of  road  access  and  drill   pad  construction.     Development  of 
marble  resources  as  a  result  of  exploration  would  likely  not  occur  due  to  the 
reason  listed  above  under  the  suitable  section. 
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Energy  Resource  Actions 

Potential   for  oil,   gas  and  geothermal   resources  within  the  Marble  Canyon  VISA 
is  considered  to  be  low  (GEM  1983).     As  of  1987,   no  oil,  gas,   or  geothermal 
leases  existed  within  the  WSA.     Exploration  or  development  of  energy  resources 
(oil,   gas,   geothermal)   is  not  projected  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

The  8,300  acre  suitable  portion  of  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  would  be  closed  to 
cross  country  motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle 
sightseeing,  vehicle  camping,   and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  trapping. 
This  would  eliminate  about  8  visits  per  year  within  the  recommended  suitable 
area. 

Non-motorized  recreation  would  continue  to  increase  from  an  estimated  5  to 
about  10  visits  annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting  and  trapping. 

The  10,850  acre  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  designated  as  open  to 
motorized  recreational   use  as  specified  in  the  Schell   MFP.     The  motorized 
recreational   use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  projected  to  remain  at 
approximately  17  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreational    use  would  continue  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     Visitation  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  remain  at  approximately  5  visits  annually.     Primary  uses  would  be 
hunting. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  three  grazing  allotments;   the  Muncy  Creek 
Allotment  (year-round)  and  the  Smith  Creek  Allotment  (fall -spring)  and  the 
Devil's  Gate  Allotment  (winter-spring).     Each  allotment  is  leased  by  one 
permittee.     Within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  approximately 
75  cattle  AUMs  would  be  utilized  within  the  Muncy  Creek  Allotment,   20  cattle 
AUMs  within  the  Smith  Creek  Allotment  and  5  sheep  AUMs  within  the  Devil's  Gate 
Allotment.     Within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
approximately  225  cattle  AUMs  would  be  utilized  within  the  Muncy  Creek 
Allotment,   150  cattle  AUMs  within  the  Smith  Creek  Allotment  and  75  Sheep  AUMs 
within  the  Devil's  Gate  Allotment.     These  grazing  levels  may  vary  slightly  in 
the  future  based  on  resource  monitoring. 

Two  seep  developments  are  located  within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     One 
development  consists  of  a  3-foot  diameter  hole  drilled  about  4  feet  into  a 
cliff  face.     The  seep  is  located  at  the  terminus  of  a  cherrystemmed  route  and 
was  abandoned  because  it  did  not  produce  water.     The  other  seep  is  a  hand-dug 
hole  located  at  the  base  of  Thunder  Mountain  along  a  cherrystemmed  route. 
Future  maintenance  would  be  accomplished  by  either  redigging  by  hand  or  by  the 
use  of  a  small   backhoe  every  5-10  years.     No  new  range  developments  are 
projected  for  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     Use  of  motorbikes  off  existing 
roads  by  the  permittee,   for  the  trailing  of  livestock  would  not  be  allowed 
within  this  portion  of  the  WSA. 
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A  corral  is  the  only  existing  range  development  within  the  nonsuitable  portion 
of  the  WSA.  Two  proposed  stock  reservoirs  would  be  constructed  within  the 
souteast  portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area.  The  purpose  of  the  reservoirs  is  to 
provide  intermittent  water  sources  on  the  east  bench  of  the  WSA.  Use  of 
motorbikes  by  the  permittee,  for  the  trailing  of  livestock,  would  continue 
within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All  19,150  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  and  existing  rights,  the  19,150  acres  of  the  Marble  Canyon 
WSA  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within 
the  WSA  at  the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  a  total  of 
26  mining  claims  containing  3,040  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining 
Claims  Map.) 

Assuming  that  some  existing  claims  would  be  valid  at  the  time  of  designation, 
limited  exploration  is  projected  to  take  place  within  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA. 
An  exploratory  drilling  program  to  define  the  extent  of  the  more  accessible 
marble  deposits  on  existing  marble  claims  would  include  drill  pads  and 
approximately  2  miles  of  access  just  north  of  Bars  Canyon.  Surface 
disturbance  associated  with  the  2  miles  of  access  would  include  some  limited 
blade  work  to  assist  in  cross  county  travel.  Blade  work  would  be  used  only  to 
allow  vehicles  to  pass,  not  to  create  a  road.  The  remaining  surface 
disturbance  would  consist  of  small  drill  pads.  Tn  total,  about  ?.   acres  of 
land  would  be  disturbed.  Development  of  marble  resources  is  not  projected  to 
occur  as  a  result  of  exploration.  This  is  due  to  the  relatively  low  quality 
of  marble  and  the  distance  to  potential  markets  (GEM  1983). 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

Potential  for  oil,  gas,  and  geothermal  resources  within  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
is  considered  to  be  low  (GEM  1983).  As  of  1987,  no  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal 
leases  existed  within  the  WSA.  Exploration  or  development  of  energy  resources 
is  not  projected  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational  pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving,  vehicle 
camping,  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  trapping.  This  would  eliminate 
about  25  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA.  Vehicular  use  would  continue  along 
the  boundary  roads  and  the  4  miles  of  cherrystemmed  routes. 


2-3 


Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  10  to  20  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting  and  occassional    hiking  and  nature 
study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  three  grazing  allotments;   the  Muncy  Creek 
Allotment  (year  long)  and  the  Smith  Creek  Allotment  (fall -spring)   and  the 
Devil's  Gate  Allotment  (winter-spring).     Each  allotment  is  leased  by  one 
permittee.     Within  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  approximately  300  cattle  AUMs  would 
be  utilized  within  the  Muncy  Creek  Allotment,   170  cattle  AUMs  within  the  Smith 
Creek  Allotment  and  80  sheep  AUMs  within  the  Devil's  Gate  Allotment.     These 
grazing  levels  may  vary  slightly  in  the  future  based  on  resource  monitoring. 

The  Smith  Creek  Allotment  permittee  utilizes  motorbikes  for  the  trailing  of 
livestock.     Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative  the  use  of  motorized  vehicles 
for  this  type  of  activity  would  be  restricted  to  boundary  and  cherry stemmed 
roads. 

Existing  range  developments  include  1   mile  of  fence  and  a  corral.     Two  seep 
developments  are  also  located  within  the  WSA.     One  development  consists  of  a 
3-foot  diameter  hole  drilled  about  4  feet  into  a  cliff-face.     The  seep  is 
located  at  the  terminus  of  a  cherrystemmed  route  and  was  abandoned  because  it 
did  not  produce  water.     The  other  seep  is  a  hand-dug  hole  located  at  the  base 
of  Thunder  Mountain  along  a  cherrystemmed  route.     Future  maintenance  would  be 
accomplished  by  either  redigging  by  hand  or  by  the  use  of  a  small   backhoe 
every  5-10  years.     The  remaining  projects  would  continue  to  be  maintained  with 
vehicular  access.     The  construction  of  two  stock  reservoirs  proposed  on  the 
east  bench  of  the  WSA  would  not  be  allowed. 

No  Wilderness  Alternative  (No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Mo  Wilderness  Alternative  recommends  the  entire  19,150  acre  area  as 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral   Resource  Actions 

The  19,150  acres  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all   forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral   leasing  and  mining  laws.     Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.     As  of  1987,   26  mining  claims  containing  3,040 
acres  existed  within  the  WSA.      (See  Mining  Claims  Map.) 

An  exploratory  drilling  program  to  define  the  extent  of  the  marble  deposits 
along  the  more  easily  accessible  northern  portion  of  the  WSA  is  projected. 
Surface  disturbance  would  include  up  to  2  miles  of  a  road  access  and  drill   pad 
construction.     This  program  would  result  in  a  cumulative  total   of  6  acres  of 
surface  disturbance  within  the  northeast  portion  of  the  WSA.     Development  of 
marble  resources  is  not  projected  to  occur  as  the  result  of  exploration.     This 
is  due  to  the  relatively  low  quality  of  marble  and  the  distance  to  potential 
markets   (GEM  1983). 


2-4 


Energy  Resource  Actions 

Potential   for  oil,   gas,   and  geothermal   resources  within  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
is  considered  to  be  low  (GEM  1983).     As  of  1987,   no  oil,   gas,  or  geothermal 
leases  existed  within  the  WSA.     Exploration  or  development  of  energy  resources 
(oil,  gas,   geothermal)   is  not  projected  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Mo  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  remain 
open  for  motorized  recreational   use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle 
designation  specified  in  the  Schell   Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     The 
motorized  recreational   use  in  the  WSA  is  projected  to  remain  at  approximately 
25  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  10  visits  annually.     It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  15  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  three  grazing  allotments;  the  Muncy  Creek 
Allotment  (year  long)  and  the  Smith  Creek  Allotment  (fall -spring)  and  the 
Devil's  Gate  Allotment  (winter-spring).     Each  allotment  is  leased  by  one 
permittee.     Within  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  approximately  300  cattle  AUMs  would 
be  utilized  within  the  Muncy  Creek  Allotment,   170  cattle  AUMs  within  the  Smith 
Creek  Allotment  and  80  sheep  AUMs  within  the  Devil's  Gate  Allotment.     These 
grazing  levels  may  vary  slightly  in  the  future  based  on  resource  monitoring. 

Existing  range  developments  include  1  mile  of  fence  and  a  corral.     Two  seep 
developments  are  also  located  within  the  WSA.     One  development  consists  of  a 
3-foot  diameter  hole  drilled  about  4  feet  into  a  cliff-face.     The  seep  is 
located  at  the  terminus  of  a  cherry stemmed  route  and  was  abandoned  because  it 
did  not  produce  water.     The  other  seep  is  a  hand-dug  hole  located  at  the  base 
of  Thunder  Mountain  along  a  cherrystemmed  route.     Future  maintenance  would  be 
accomplished  by  either  redigging  by  hand  or  by  the  use  of  a  small   backhoe 
every  5-10  years.     Maintenance  of  the  remaining  projects  would  continue  as 
needed. 

Use  of  motorbikes  off  existing  roads  by  the  permittee,   for  the  trailing  of 
livestock  would  continue  within  the  WSA.     The  construction  of  two  stock 
reservoirs  proposed  on  the  east  bench  of  the  WSA  would  be  allowed  under  the  No 
Wilderness  Alternative. 
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TABLE  2-1 

SUWWRY  OF  IMPACTS 
MARBLE  CANYON  WSA 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


ro 

I 
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PROPOSED  ACTION/PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  on        The  result  of  designating  the  suitable 
Wildemss  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be 

Values  to  preserve  the  excellent  opportunities  for 

solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation,  highly  scenic  geologic  values 
and  the  stands  of  bristlecone  pine.    Long- 
term  physical  impacts  to  the  wilderness 
qualities  in  the  nonsui table  portion  of  the 
WSA  would  occur  on  approximately  10  acres. 
These  impacts  would  be  concentrated  north, 
of  Bars  Canyon  and  on  the  eastern  benches 
of  the  WSA.    The  majority  of  the  disturb- 
ance would  be  related  to  marble  explor- 
ation and  stock  reservoir  construction. 
The  remaining    10,840  acres  would  retain 
their  wilderness  values  except  for  the 
creation  of  a  few  primitive  two- track  routes. 

Impacts  on        Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  re- 
Exploration       sources  would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed 
for  and  Dev-     lands  within  the  reccrmended  suitable  por- 
elopment  of       tion  of  the  WSA.    All  lands  within  the 
Non-Energy        nonsui  table  portion  of  the  WSA  would  re- 
Mineral  main  open  to  mineral  entry.    There  would 
Resources  be  no  impacts  on  the  exploration  or  deve- 
lopment of  mineral  resources  within  the 
nonsui  table  portion. 


The  result  of  designating  the  WSA  as  wil- 
derness would  be  to  preserve  bristle- 
cone  pine,  geologic  and  archaeological 
values  and  prime  raptor  habitat.    The 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  the  opportunities  for  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  would  be 
retained  on  19,148  acres. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA. 
Restricted  exploration  activity  would 
occur.    Development  of  marble  reserves 
is  not  expected  to  take  place. 


Long  term  physical  impairment  to  the  wild- 
erness qualities  would  occur  on  approximately 
10  acres  near  Bars  Canyon  and  the  eastern 
bench  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA.    Opportun- 
ities for  solitude  and  primitive  and  un- 
confined recreation  would  be  largely  unaffected. 
The  bristlecone  pine  and  archaeological  values 
would  be  unaffected.    Some  raptor  habitat 
would  be  slightly  impaired  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bars  Canyon.    The  remaining  19,140  acres 
would  retain  their  wilderness  values  except  for 
the  creation  of  a  few  primitive  two-tracked 
routes. 


All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to 
mineral  entry.    There  would  be  no  impacts 
on  the  exploration  for  or  development  of 
mineral  resources. 


TABLE  2-1  (Continued) 


IWACT 

TOPIC 
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ALL  WILDERNESS 


MO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  on 

Grazing 

Management 


The  use  of  motorbikes  to  assist  in  the 
trailing  of  livestock  would  not  be  allowed 
in  the  suitable  portion;  however,  the 
elimination  of  this  activity  would  have 
only  a  negligible  effect  on  grazing  oper- 
ations since  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
suitable  area  lends  itself  to  motorbike 
use. 


The  construction  of  t>J0  stock  res- 
ervoirs would  not  be  allowed.    The 
absence  of  the  reservoirs  would  have 
no  effect  on  current  grazing  practices. 
The  switching  from  the  use  of  motor- 
bikes to  horses  to  accomplish  live- 
stock trailing  would  have  a  slight 
adverse  economic  impact  on  the  operator. 


There  would  be  no  impact  on  grazing 
management  within  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative. 
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WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

MARBLE  CANYON 

NV-040-086 


FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.    1    (NV-050-201) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  11,090  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.     (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  11,090  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation 
under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  4  mining  claims  containing 
approximately  80  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

No  known  metallic  and  nonmetallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the 
geologic  conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals. 
The  WSA  indicates  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel 
(GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  It  is  projected  that 
exploration,  possibly  for  precious  metals,  would  eventually  occur  on  the 
existing  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA.  Exploration  would  entail  the 
construction  of  1  mile  of  road  and  the  trenching  of  several  test  pits.  A 
projected  total  of  2.5  acres  of  ground  would  be  physically  disturbed  from  this 
mining  exploration  activity. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability 
for  the  occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  At  present 
no  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  exploratory 
wells  have  been  drilled  within  the  WSA  or  in  nearby  areas.  Exploration  for  or 
development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  not 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  remain  open  for 
motorized  recreational  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation 


to  increase  from  an  estimated  45  to  90  visits  annually, 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  15  visits  annually.  It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  20  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  trapping  and 
rockhounding. 
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Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Mo.   1   WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,   the  Arrow 
Canyon  Allotment  (ephemeral).     This  allotment  is  leased  by  one  permittee. 
Approximately  ten  percent  of  the  Arrow  Canyon  Allotment  is  located  within  the 
WSA.     The  portion  of  the  Arrow  Canyon  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would 
utilize  an  estimated  30  AUMs  for  cattle.     No  range  projects  exist  within  or 
are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.     A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,   extending  the  14  mile  length 
of  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  potential   users,   including  the  Western 
Utility  Group  ("Western  Regional   Corridor  Study"   -  1986).     It  is  projected 
that  five  500  kv  transmission  lines,   two  gas  and  two  fiber  optic  lines  and 
three  access  roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor. 
Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an 
estimated  480  acres  within  the  WSA. 

Three  rights-of-way  issued  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation  for  sand 
and  gravel  material  sites  are  located  within  the  WSA.  (See  Existing  Situation 
Map).  As  the  rights-of-way  were  issued  in  perpetuity,  full  utilization  of  all 
three  material  sites  is  projected  to  occur.  The  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel 
from  the  sites  would  physically  disturb  a  total  of  320  acres.  Mo  other 
rights-of-way  for  material    sites  are  projected  for  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All   11,090  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   1   WSA  would  be 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See  Wilderness  Alternative 
Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  11,090  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.  1  WSA  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining 
laws.  Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located 
within  the  WSA  at  the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  a 
total  of  4  mining  claims  containing  approximately  80  acres  existed  within  the 
WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

No  known  metallic  or  nonmetallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic 
conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  area 
has  a  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel  (GEM  1983). 
(See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Mining  activity  has  not  taken  place  within 
the  WSA  and  exploration,  development,  or  production  of  potential  mineral 
resources  is  not  projected  to  occur  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
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Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability 
for  the  occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Presently, 
no  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  exploratory 
wells  have  been  drilled  within  the  WSA  or  nearby  areas.  The  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  energy  leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
Exploration  for  and  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas, 
geothermal)  is  not  projected  to  occur  regardless  of  designation. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving,   vehicle 
camping,  and  vehicular  access  for  rockhounding,  hunting  and  trapping.     This 
would  eliminate  about  45  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA.     Vehicular  use  would 
continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  15  to  30  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping  and  rockhounding. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Wo.   1  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,   the  Arrow 
Canyon  Allotment  (ephemeral).     This  allotment  is  leased     by  one  permittee. 
Approximately  ten  percent  of  the  Arrow  Canyon  Allotment  is  located  within  the 
WSA.     The  portion  of  the  Arrow  Canyon  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would 
utilize  an  estimated  30  AUMs  for  cattle.     No  range  projects  exist  within  or 
are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  potential   users,  would 
not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All   Wilderness 
Alternative.     The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not  occur  within 
the  WSA. 

Three  rights-of-way  issued  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation  for  sand 
and  gravel  material  sites  are  located  within  the  WSA.  (See  Existing  Situation 
Map).  As  the  rights-of-way  were  issued  in  perpetuity,  full  utilization  of  all 
three  material  sites  is  projected  to  occur.  The  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel 
from  the  sites  would  physically  disturb  a  total   of  320  acres. 
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TABLE  2-2 

SUMMARY  OF  INPACTS 
FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  1  WSA 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Inpacts  on 
Wilderness 
Val ues 


ro 

i 


Inpacts  on 
Exploration 
for  and 
Devel opmsnt 
of  Non-Energy 
Mineral 
Resources 


The  projected  devel opmsnt  of  utilities, 
mineral  exploration,  increased  cross  count- 
ry vehicle  use  and  extraction  of  sand  and 
gravel  would  physically  disturb  approx- 
imately 823  acres  within  the  WSA.    The 
natural  perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would 
be  impaired  by  the  construction  of  utilit- 
ies (towers,  lines,  roads)  across  the 
landscape.    Outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  diminished  and  in  some 
instances  lost  by  the  audio  and  visual 
distractions  from  the  aforementioned  act- 
ivities occurring  in  the  WSA.    Long  term 
negative  impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise 
population  could  occur  under  the  Proposed 
Action. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain 
open  to  mineral  entry.    There  would  be  no 
impacts  on  the  exploration  or  development 
of  mineral  resources. 


Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for 
solitude,  and  would  enhance  the  protection 
of  desert  tortoise.    Activities  related  to 
the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel 
and  unauthorized  vehicle  use  would  impair 
naturalness  qualities  over  approximately  325 
acres  of  the  WSA.    Long-term  negative  inpacts 
to  the  desert  tortoise  population  could  occur 
under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  as  a 
result  of  the  authorized  surface  disturb- 
ing activities. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  would  be  foregone  on  all  un- 
claimed lands  within  the  WSA.    Mineral 
exploration  activity  projected  to  occur 
without  wilderness  designation  would  not 
occur  due  to  the  lack  of  valid  claims  if 
designation  occurs.    Development  of  mineral 
resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place. 


TABLE  2-2  (Continued) 


INPACT 

TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Inpacts  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 

on  Motorized  from  nondesignation  as  the  entire  study 

Recreational  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 

Use  new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in 

association  within  projected  utilities 
construction.    No  adverse  inpacts  to  this 
use  is  expected  to  occur. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  45  visits 
would  be  foegone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  impacts  of  shifting  tin's 
use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 


I 


Inpacts  on 
Devel  op- 
ment  of 
Utilities 


Inpacts  on 
Development 
of  Material 
Sites 


Inpacts 
on  Crucial 
Desert 
Tortoise 
Habitat 


The  development  of  utilities  would  continue 
as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  reco- 
nmended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation.   No  adverse  inpacts  to  these  uses 
are  expected  to  occur. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain 
open  to  the  development  of  material 
sites.    There  would  be  no  impact  on  the 
extraction  of  materials  from  the  three 
existing  material  sites. 


Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts 
would  occur  to  the  11,090  acres  of  crucial 
desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within 
the  WSA.    An  estimated  total  of  823  acres 
of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  (eight 
percent)  would  be  lost  to  the  construction 
of  utility  lines  and  associated  access 
routes,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel, 
mineral  exploration  activity  and  increas- 
ing off-road  vehicle  use. 


Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.    This  action 
would  incure  hardships  to  the  potential 
utility  users. 

Development  of  material  sites  within  the 
WSA  woul  d  not  be  adversely  impacted 
under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
Full  utilization  of  the  three  existing 
material  sites  would  occur  under  perpetuity 
and  no  other  material  sites  are  projected 
to  be  developed. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would 
be  preserved  within  an  estimated  97 
percent  of  the  WSA.    Approximately  325 
acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to  the 
authorized  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel 
and  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use. 
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FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  2  WSA  (NV-050-216) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  17,242  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternatives  Maps). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  17,242  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation 
under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims  existed  within 
the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

No  known  metallic  or  nonmetallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic 
conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  area 
has  a  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel  deposits 
(GEM  1983).  Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential  minerals  is  not 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  due  to  lack  of  interest,  absence  of  mining 
claims  and  prospecting  activity,  and  poor  marketable  location. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil 
and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  exploratory  wells  have  been  drilled 
within  the  WSA  or  nearby  areas.  Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential 
energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  not  projected  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  remain  open  for 
motorized  recreational  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation 
(limited  use)  specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP). 
The  designation  limits  competitive  high  speed  events  and  would  restrict  them 
to  specific  areas  within  the  WSA.  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected 
to  increase  from  an  estimated  75  to  125  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  15  visits  annually.  It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  25  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  trapping  and 
rockhounding. 
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Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  the  Arrow 
Canyon  Allotment  (ephemeral)  and  the  Pittman  Well  Allotment  (non-use).  Each 
allotment  is  leased  by  one  permittee.  Approximately  10  percent  of  the  Arrow 
Canyon  Allotment  and  17  percent  of  the  Pittman  Well  Allotment  are  within  the 
WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Arrow  Canyon  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would 
utilize  an  estimated  30  AUMs  for  cattle.  The  entire  Pittman  Well  Allotment 
has  not  been  actively  grazed  during  the  past  5  years  and  the  reinstatement  of 
active  use  is  not  projected.  There  are  no  existing  or  proposed  range 
developments  in  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,  extending  the  11  mile  length 
of  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  potential  users,  including  the  Western 
Utility  Group  ("Western  Regional  Corridor  Study"  -  1986).  It  is  projected 
that  five  500  kv  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and  two  fiber  optic  lines  and 
three  access  roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor. 
Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an 
estimated  385  acres  within  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All  17,242  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  would  be 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative 

Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  17,242  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.  2  WSA  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining 
laws.  Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located 
within  the  WSA  at  the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  no 
mining  claims  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

No  known  metallic  and  nonmetallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the 
geologic  conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals 
(GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  mining  claims  exist  within  the  WSA.  Exploration 
for  and  development  of  potential  mineral  resources  are  not  projected  to  occur 
regardless  of  designation. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil 
and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  exploratory  wells  have  been  drilled 
within  the  WSA  or  in  nearby  areas.  The  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy 
leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Exploration  for  and  development 
of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  are  not  projected  to 
occur  regardless  of  designation. 
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Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving,   vehicle 
camping,   and  vehicular  access  for  rockhounding,   hunting  and  trapping.     This 
would  eliminate  about  75  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA.     Vehicular  use  would 
continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  15  to  50  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping  and  rockhounding. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  the  Arrow 
Canyon  Allotment  (ephemeral)  and  the  Pittman  Well  Allotment  (non-use).  Each 
allotment  is  leased  by  one  permittee.  Approximately  10  percent  of  the  Arrow 
Canyon  Allotment  and  17  percent  of  the  Pittman  Well  Allotment  are  within  the 
WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Arrow  Canyon  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would 
utilize  an  estimated  30  AUMs  for  cattle.  The  the  entire  Pittman  Well 
Allotment  has  not  been  actively  grazed  for  the  past  5  years  and  the 
re-instatement  of  active  use  is  not  projected.  There  are  no  existing  or 
proposed  range  developments  in  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  potential  users,  would 
not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative.  The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not  occur  within 
the  WSA. 
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TABLE  2-3 

SUWWRY  OF  IWACTS 
FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  2  WSA 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


i\3 

i 


Inpacts  on 
Motorized 
Recreational 
Use 


The  projected  development  of  utilities  and 
increased  cross  country  vehicle  use  would 
physically  disturb  an  estimated  400  acres 
within  the  WSA.    The  natural  perception 
of  the  entire  WSA  wold  be  impaired  by  the 
construction  of  utilities  (towers,  lines, 
roads)  across  the  landscape.    Outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  opportun- 
ities for  primitive  recreation  would  be 
diminished  and  in  seme  instances  lost  by 
the  sights  and  sounds  from  the  aforement- 
ioned activities  occurring  in  the  WSA, 
Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the  desert 
tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the 
Proposed  Action. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
from  nondesignation  as  the  entire  study 
area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in 
association  with  projected  utilities 
construction.    No  adverse  impacts  to  this 
use  is  expected  to  occur. 


Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for 
solitude,  and  would  enhance  the  protection 
of  desert  tortoise. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  75  visits 
would  be  foregone  annually  frcm  the 
WSA.    The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use 
to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 


TABLE  2-3  (Continued) 


1\3 
I 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


Impacts  on 
Develop- 
ment of 
Utilities 


Inpacts 
on  Crucial 
Desert 
Tortoise 
Habitat 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


The  development  of  utilities  could  continue 
as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  reco- 
Rmended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation.   No  adverse  inpacts  to  these  uses 
are  expected  to  occur. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts 
would  occur  to  the  11,007  acres  of 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located 
within  the  WSA.    An  estimated  total  of  400 
acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
(one  percent)  would  be  lost  to  the 
construction  of  utility  lines  and 
associated  access  routes  and  increased 
off-road  vehicle  use. 


Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.    This  action 
would  incure  hardships  to  the  potential 
utility  users. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would 
be  preserved  within  the  WSA.    Approx- 
imately 5  acres  out  of  the  11,007  acres 
of  habitat  could  be  lost  to  unauthorized 
off-road  vehicle  use. 
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FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  3  WSA  (NV-050-217) 


Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  22,002  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  22,002  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation 
under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims  existed  within 
the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

No  known  metallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic  conditions  are 
not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  area  has  a  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  carbonates  and  sand  and  gravel  resources 
(GEM  1933).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  or  development 
of  potential  minerals  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  due  to  lack  of 
interest  in  the  area,  absence  of  mining  claims,  and  poor  marketable 
location. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil 
and  gas  or  geothermal  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  Mo  exploratory  wells  have 
been  drilled  within  the  WSA  or  nearby  areas.  Exploration  for  or  development 
of  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  not  projected  to  occur  within 
the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  remain  open  for 
motorized  recreational  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation 
(limited  use)  specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP). 
The  designation  limits  competitive  high  speed  events  and  would  restrict  them 
to  specific  areas  within  the  WSA.  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected 
to  increase  from  an  estimated  60  to  105  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  10  visits  annually.  It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  15  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  trapping  and 
rockhounding. 


2-18 


Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   3  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  Pittman 
Well   Allotment  (non-use)   and  the  Dry  Lake  Allotment  (ephemeral).     Each 
allotment  is  leased  by  one  permittee.     Approximately  44  percent  of  the  Pittman 
Well  Allotment  and  7  percent  of  the  Dry  Lake  Allotment  are  within  the  WSA. 
The  portion  of  the  Dry  Lake  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an 
estimated  14  AUMs  for  cattle.     The  Pittman  Well   Allotment  has  not  been 
actively  grazed  for  the  past  five  years  and  the  re-instatement  of  active  use 
is  not  projected.     No  range  projects  exist  or  are  proposed  for  development 
within  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.     A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,   extending  the  18  mile  length 
of  the  WSA,   has  been  identified  by  potential   users,   including  the  Western 
Utility  Group  ("Western  Regional   Corridor  Study"   -  1986).     It  is  projected 
that  five  500  kv  transmission  lines,   two  gas  and  two  fiber  optic  lines  and 
three  access  roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor. 
Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an 
estimated  630  acres  within  the  WSA. 

One  right-of-way  issued  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation  for  sand 
and  gravel  material    sites  is  located  within  the  WSA.      (See  Existing  Situation 
Map).     As  the  right-of-way  was  issued  in  perpetuity,   full    utilization  of  the 
material    site  is  projected  to  occur.     The  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel    from 
the  site  would  physically  disturb  a  total   of  40  acres.      It  is  projected  that 
two  material   site  rights-of-way  for  sand  and  gravel   would  be  issued  under  the 
Proposed  Action.     These  material    sites  would  provide  sand  and  gravel    for  local 
road  maintenance  by  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation.     Total   physical 
disturbance  from  the  two  material    sites  would  be  260  acres.     This  disturbance 
would  include  road  access  and  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All   22,002  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   3  WSA  would  be 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See  Wilderness  Alternative 
Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,   the  22,002  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.  3  WSA  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all    forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral    leasing  and  mining 
laws.     Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located 
within  the  WSA  at  the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.     As  of  1987,   no 
mining  claims  existed  within  the  WSA. 
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No  known  metallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic  conditions  are 
not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  area  has  a  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  carbonates  and  sand  and  gravel  (GEM  1983). 
(See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Presently,  no  mining  claims  exist  within  the 
WSA.  Exploration  for  and  development  of  potential  minerals  are  not  projected 
to  occur  regardless  of  designation. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil 
and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  exploratory  wells  have  been  drilled 
within  the  WSA  or  in  nearby  areas.  The  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy 
leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Exploration  for  and  development 
of  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  are  not  projected  to  occur 
regardless  of  designation. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving,   vehicle 
camping,   and  vehicular  access  for  rockhounding,   hunting  and  trapping.     This 
would  eliminate  about  60  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA.     Vehicular  use  would 
continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads. 

Nonmotorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  10  to  30  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping  and  rockhounding. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   3  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  Pittman 
Well  Allotment  (non-use)  and  the  Dry  Lake  Allotment  (ephemeral).     Each 
allotment  is  leased  by  one  permittee.     Approximately  44  percent  of  the  Pittman 
Well   Allotment  and  7  percent  of  the  Dry  Lake  Allotment  are  within  the  WSA. 
The  portion  of  the  Dry  Lake  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an 
estimated  14  AUMs  for  cattle.     The  Pittman  Well   Allotment  has  not  been 
actively  grazed  for  the  past  five  years  and  the  re-instatement  of  active  use 
is  not  projected.     No  range  projects  exist  or  are  proposed  for  development 
within  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  potential   users,  would 
not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All   Wilderness 
Alternative.     The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not  occur  within 
the  WSA. 

One  right-of-way  issued  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation  for  sand 
and  gravel  material    sites  is  located  within  the  WSA.      (See  Existing  Situation 
Map).     As  the  right-of-way  was  issued  in  perpetuity,   full    utilization  of  the 
material    site  is  projected  to  occur.     The  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel    from 
the  site  would  physically  disturb  a  total   of  40  acres. 
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TABLE  2-4 

SUMWRY  OF  IMPACTS 
FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  3  WSA 


ir-PACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Inpacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


IV) 
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The  projected  development  of  utilities, 
increased  cross  country  vehicle  use  and 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  would  phy- 
sically disturb  approximately  956  acres 
within  the  WSA.    The  natural  perception 
of  the  entire  WSA  wold  be  impaired  by  the 
construction  of  utilities  (towers,  lines, 
roads)  across  the  landscape.    Outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  opportunit- 
ies for  primitive  recreation  would  be 
diminished  and  in  some  instances  lost  by 
the  sights  and  sounds  from  the  afore- 
mentioned activities  occurring  in  the  WSA. 
Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the  desert 
tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the 
Proposed  Action. 


Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
outstanding  opportunities  that  exist 
for  solitude,  and  wauld  enhance  the  pro- 
tection of  desert  tortoise.    Activities 
related  to  the  authorized  extraction  of 
sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  vehicle 
use  would  impair  naturalness  qualities 
over  approximately  50  acres  of  the  WSA. 


Impacts  "'Notorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 

on  Motorized  fran  nondesignation  as  the  entire  study 

Recreational  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 

Use  new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in 

association  with  projected  utilities 
construction.  No  adverse  impacts  to 
this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  60  visits 
would  be  foegone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  impacts  of  shifting  this 
use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 


TABLE  2-4  (Continued) 


IWWT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


I 
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Impacts  on 
Develop- 
ment of 
Utilities 


Inpacts  on 
Devel opment 
of  Material 
Sites 


Inpacts 
on  Crucial 
Desert 
Tortoi  se 
Habitat 


The  development  of  utilities  could  continue 
as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  reco- 
trmended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation.   No  adverse  inpacts  to  these  uses 
are  expected  to  occur. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain 
open  to  the  development  of  material 
sites.    There  would  be  no  impact  on  the 
extraction  of  materials  from  one  exist- 
ing and  two  projected  material  sites 
proposed  for  development. 


Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  inpacts 
would  occur  to  the  19,812  acres  of  crucial 
desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within 
the  WSA.    An  estimated  total  of  956  acres 
of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  (five 
percent)  would  be  lost  to  the  construction 
of  utility  lines  and  associated  access 
routes,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel , 
and  increasing  off- road  vehicle  use. 


Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.    This  action 
would  incure  hardships  to  the  potential 
utility  users. 

Full  utilization  of  the  one  existing 
material  site  within  the  WSA  would 
occur  under  perpetuity.    The  two  mat- 
erial sites  foregone  could  be  developed 
on  surrounding  public  lands.    The  impacts 
of  shifting  the  development  of  the  mat- 
erial sites  would  be  negligible. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would 
be  preserved  within  an  estimated  99 
percent  of  the  WSA.    Approximately 
50  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to 
the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and 
gravel  and  unauthorized  off-road 
vehicle  use. 
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LIME  CANYON  WSA  (NV-050-231) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,   13,895  acres  out  of  a  total   of  34,680  acres  of 
public  land,  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     The 
remaining  20,785  acres  of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.      (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  13,895  acres  of  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the 
suitable  area  at  the  time  a  plan  of  operation  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  no 
mining  claims  existed  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 

The  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  moderate  favorability 
for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic  minerals  (limestone,  dolomite,  gypsum)  (GEM 
1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  and  development  of 
potential  minerals  are  not  projected  to  occur  within  the  recommended  suitable 
area.  Areas  offering  better  mineral  potential  for  exploration  and  development 
exist  outside  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 

The  20,785  acres  of  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mining  laws.  As  of  1987,  5  claims  containing  approximately  100  acres 
existed  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  indicates  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence 
of  non-metallic  minerals  (limestone,  dolomite,  and  gypsum)  (GEM  1983).  (See 
Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  expansion  of  two  gypsum  mines  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area.  These  would  be  extensions  of  existing  mines 
developed  on  the  three  patented  claims  located  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  A  total  of  620  acres  of  surface  disturbance, 
including  10  miles  of  access  construction,  auxiliary  facilities,  shops  and  the 
extraction  of  gypsum,  are  projected  to  occur  within  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA. 
Processing  facilities  for  both  mines  would  be  located  outside  the  WSA. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  is  considered  to  have 
low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy  resources  (GEM  1983). 
Presently,  no  oil  and  gas  leases  exist  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA.  The 
recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy 
leasing  under  the  Proposed  Action.  Neither  exploration  nor  development  is 
projected  to  occur  regardless  of  designation. 
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The  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  "low  favorability  for 
the  occQrrence  of  energy  resources  (GEM  1983).     Presently,   no  oil   and  gas 
leases  exist  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA.     However,   based  on  current  energy 
exploration  activity  occuring  outside  the  WSA,   it  is  projected  that  one 
exploratory  well   would  be  drilled  along  the  WSA's  eastern  border.     Surface 
disturbance  from  the  projected  well   would  total   approximately  4.5  acres, 
involving  3  acres  for  well   pads  cleared  of  surface  vegetation  and  topsoil,   and 
1   mile  of  access  road.     Neither  a  producing  oil   well   or  oil    field  are 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA,   nor  is  any  further  geophysical 
exploration. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

The  13,895  acre  suitable  portion  of  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  would  be  closed  to 
cross  country  motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle 
sightseeing,  vehicle  camping,   and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  trapping. 
This  would  eliminate  about  60  visits  per  year  within  the  recommended  suitable 
area. 

Non-motorized  recreation  would  continue  to  increase  from  an  estimated  95  to 
about  150  visits  annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  trapping, 
sightseeing  and  hiking. 

The  20,785  acre  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  motorized 
recreational   use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation  (limited  use) 
specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     Motorized 
travel   within  the  nonsuitable  area  would  be  limited  to  existing  roads,  ways 
and  washes  and  competition  would  be  limited  to  non-speed  events  with 
restricted  use.     Motorized  recreational   uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  240  to  350  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreational   use  would  continue  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     Visitation  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  25  to  50  visits  annually.     Primary 
uses  would  be  hunting  and  trapping. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,   the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral).     Approximately  20  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment, 
which  is  leased  by  one  permitee,   is  located  within  the  WSA.     The  portion  of 
the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  recommended  suitable  area  would 
utilize  an  estimated  218  AUMs  for  cattle  and  215  AUMs  for  burros. 

The  portion  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  with  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  328  AUMs  for  cattle 
and  323  AUMs  for  burros. 
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One  small  gap  fence,  crossing  the  mouth  of  Lime  Canyon,  is  located  within  the 
suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  No  other  range  projects  exist  or  are  proposed 
for  development  within  the  suitable  area. 

One  fence  line,  one  developed  spring  and  a  small  earthen  reservoir  are  located 
within  the  recommended  nonsui table  portion  of  the  WSA.  Mo  new  range  projects 
are  proposed  for  this  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

Excellent  habitat  for  Gambel ' s  quail  exists  within  the  WSA.  Two  bird  guzzlers 
have  been  implemented  within  the  area  to  promote  populations  of  this  game 
bird.  No  new  guzzlers  are  proposed  for  the  WSA.  Maintenance  of  the  existing 
guzzlers  would  be  accomplished  without  the  use  of  motorized  equipment. 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.  A  1983 
bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA.  Release 
of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  3  guzzlers.  If 
suitable  terrain  is  found,  each  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural  slickrock 
apron.  Should  natural  slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30"  by  50'  camouflaged 
corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.  Two  painted  1,600  gallon 
storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  each  of  the  three  guzzlers. 

Two  of  the  guzzlers  would  be  located  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion 
of  the  WSA.  The  guzzlers  would  be  constructed  and  maintained  yearly  with  out 
the  use  of  motorized  equipment.  The  third  guzzler  would  be  located  within  the 
recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Located  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  are  three 
separate  patented  mining  claims  totaling  838  acres.  (See  Existing  Situation 
Map).  It  is  projected  that  the  private  land  owners  would  exercise  their 
rights  of  access  to  their  patented  claims.  Rights-of-way  would  be  issued  for 
access  to  these  private  lands.  Approximately  1  mile  of  access  routes, 
disturbing  about  3  acres,  would  be  constructed  within  the  WSA.  These  routes 
would  become  part  of  the  mining  development  projected  to  occur  within  the 
WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All  34,680  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral   Resources  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,   the  34,680  acres  of  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral   leasing  and  mining  laws.     Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.     As  of  1987,   a  total   of  5  mining 
claims  containing  approximately  100  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.      (See  Mining 
Claims  Map) . 
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The  USA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic 
minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic  minerals 
(limestone,  dolomite,  gypsum)  (GEM  1983).  (See  Minerals  Favorability  Map). 

Assuming  that  mining  claims  would  be  valid  at  the  time  of  designation,  two 
gypsum  mines  are  projected  to  occur  within  the  eastern  portion  of  the  WSA. 
These  mines  would  be  extensions  of  existing  mines  developed  on  the  three 
patented  claims  located  within  the  study  area.  A  total  of  600  acres  of 
surface  disturbance,  including  6  miles  of  access  construction  and  the 
extraction  of  gypsum,  are  projected  to  occur  within  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA. 
Prior  to  the  approval  of  a  plan  of  operations,  mitigating  measures  would  be 
adopted  to  minimize  impacts  to  the  wilderness  resource.  These  measures  would 
call  for  a  reduction  in  access  construction  and  for  the  location  of  auxiliary 
and  processing  facilities  outside  the  USA. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence 
of  energy  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil  and  gas  leases  exist  within 
the  WSA.  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable 
for  energy  leasing.  The  projected  drilling  of  one  exploratory  well  would  not 
take  place.  The  development  of  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  not 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA,  including  12.7  miles  of  ways 
and  6  miles  of  roads  associated  with  projected  mineral  activity,  would  be 
closed  to  cross  country  motorized  recreational  pursuits  such  as  off-road 
vehicle  driving,  vehicle  camping  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting,  trapping 
and  rock  collecting.  This  would  eliminate  about  300  visits  per  year  within 
the  WSA.  Vehicular  use  would  continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads.  Mo 
recreation  facilities  or  developments  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the 
WSA. 

Monmotorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  120  to  250  visits 
annually.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  trapping,  rockhounding  and 
hiking/nature  study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  20  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment, 
which  is  leased  by  one  permitee,  is  located  in  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the 
Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  546 
AUMs  for  cattle  and  538  AUMs  for  burros. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  two  fence  lines,  one 
developed  spring  and  a  small  earthen  reservoir.  These  range  developments 
would  require  yearly  maintenance  with  horses  or  low  impact  cross-country 
motorized  vehicles.  No  new  range  projects  are  proposed  for  development  within 
the  WSA. 
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Wildlife  Management  Actions 

Excellent  habitat  for  Gambel's  quail  exists  within  the  WSA.  Two  bird  guzzlers 
have  been  implemented  within  the  area  to  promote  populations  of  this  game 
bird.  Mo  new  guzzlers  are  proposed  for  the  WSA.  Maintenance  of  the  existing 
guzzlers  would  be  accomplished  without  the  use  of  motorized  equipment. 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.  A  1983 
bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA.  Release 
of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  3  guzzlers.  If 
suitable  terrain  is  found,  each  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural  slickrock 
apron.  Should  natural  slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30'  by  50'  camouflaged 
corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.  Two  painted  1,600  gallon 
storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  each  of  the  three  guzzlers.  The 
construction  and  yearly  maintenance  of  the  guzzlers  would  be  done  with  out  the 
use  of  motorized  equipment. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Located  within  the  WSA  are  three  separate  patented  mining  claims  totaling  838 
acres.  (See  Existing  Situation  Map).  It  is  projected  that  the  private  land 
owners  would  exercise  their  rights  of  access  to  their  patented  claims. 
Rights-of-way  would  be  issued  for  access  to  these  private  lands. 
Approximately  1  mile  of  access  routes,  disturbing  about  3  acres,  would  be 
constructed  within  the  WSA.  These  routes  would  become  part  of  the  mining 
development  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

No  Wilderness  Alternative  (No  Action  Alternative) 

The  No  Wilderness  Alternative  recommends  the  entire  34,680  acre  area  as 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  34,680  acres  of  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  5  mining  claims  containing 
approximately  100  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic 
minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic  minerals 
(limestone,  dolomite,  gypsum)  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  expansion  of  two  gypsum  mines  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  WSA.  The  two  mines  would  be  extensions  of  existing  mines 
developed  on  the  three  patented  claims  located  within  the  study  area.  A  total 
of  620  acres  of  surface  disturbance,  including  10  miles  of  access 
construction,  auxiliary  facilities,  shops  and  extraction  of  gypsum,  are 
projected  to  occur  within  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA.  Processing  facilities  for  both 
mines  would  be  located  outside  the  WSA. 
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Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence 
of  energy  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil  and  gas  leases  exist  within 
the  WSA.  Based  on  current  energy  exploration  activity  occuring  outside  the 
VISA,  it  is  projected  that  one  exploratory  well  would  be  drilled  along  the 
WSA's  eastern  border.  Surface  disturbance  from  the  projected  well  would  total 
approximately  4.5  acres,  involving  clearance  of  surface  vegetation  and  topsoil 
for  well  pads  on  3  acres  and  the  construction  of  1  mile  of  access  road.  A 
producing  well  or  an  oil  field  are  not  projected,  nor  is  any  further 
geophysical  exploration  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA,  including  10.5  miles  of 
projected  road  associated  with  mineral  and  energy  exploration  would  remain 
open  for  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized  recreational  use  within  the 
WSA  would  continue  under  "limited"  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle 
designation  specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP). 
Motorized  travel  within  the  WSA  would  be  limited  to  existing  roads,  ways  and 
washes  and  competition  would  be  limited  to  non-speed  events  with  restricted 
use.  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated 
300  to  390  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreational  use  would  continue  within  the  WSA  under  the  No 
Wilderness  Alternative.  Visitation  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase 
from  an  estimated  120  to  185  visits  annually.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting, 
trapping  and  hiking/nature  study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  20  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment, 
which  is  leased  by  one  permitee,  is  located  in  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the 
Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  546 
AUMs  for  cattle  and  538  AUMs  for  burros. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  two  fence  line,  one 
developed  spring  and  a  small  earthen  reservoir.  No  new  range  projects  are 
proposed  for  development  within  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

Excellent  habitat  for  Gambel's  quail   exists  within  the  WSA.     Two  bird  guzzlers 
have  been  implemented  within  the  area  to  promote  populations  of  this  game 
bird.     No  new  guzzlers  are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 
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The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.  A  1983 
bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA.  Release 
of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  3  guzzlers.  If 
suitable  terrain  is  found,  each  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural  slickrock 
apron.  Should  natural  slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30'  by  50'  camouflaged 
corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.  Two  painted  1,600  gallon 
storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  each  of  the  three  guzzlers. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Located  within  the  WSA's  boundaries  are  three  separate  patented  mining  claims 
totaling  838  acres.      (See  Existing  Situation  Map).     It  is  projected  that  the 
private  land  owners  would  exercise  their  rights  of  access  to  their  patented 
claims.     Rights-of-way  would  be  issued  for  access  to  these  private  lands. 
Approximately  1   mile  of  access  routes,   disturbing  about  3  acres,  would  be 
constructed  within  the  WSA.     These  routes  would  become  part  of  the  mining 
development  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 
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TABLE  2-5 

SUMMARY  OF  IMPACTS 
LINE  CANYON  WSA 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Inpacts  on 
Wildemss 
Val ues 


I 

CO 

o 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  out- 
standing opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  and  the  special  geol- 
ogical values  of  Lime  Canyon  would  be  re- 
tained within  12,905  of  the  13,895  acres 
of  the  recommended  suitable  portion.    Wild- 
erness values  on  the  remaining  990  acres 
of  the  suitable  area  would  be  diminished 
and,  in  some  instances  lost,  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  projected  gypsum  mining 
occurring  on  adjacent  public  and  private 
lands  and  occasional  unauthorized  cross 
country  vehicle  use.    There  would  be  a 
loss  of  wilderness  values  on  the  20,785 
acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilder- 
ness designation  as  continued  and  increas- 
ing cross  country  recreational  vehicle  use, 
projected  mineral  development,  and  oil  and 
gas  exploration  would  negatively  impact  the 
study  area.    The  projected  development  of 
gypsum  mines  across  Lime  Ridge  would  de- 
stroy its  geological  scenic  values.    The 
desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected 
to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation 
of  the  reccmrended  nonsuitable  area. 


Designation  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opp- 
ortunities for  solitude,  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  special  features  of 
desert  tortoise  and  Lime  Canyon  that 
exist  within  17,880  of  the  WSA's 
34,580  acres.    Approximately  625  acres 
within  the  WSA  would  be  physically 
disturbed  by  the  projected  activity 
associated  with  authorized  mining  and 
unauthorized  vehicle  use.    The  scarif- 
ication of  topography  and  the  sights 
and  sounds  from  heavy  equipment 
associated  with  the  mining  would 
adversely  impact  the  natural  perception, 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation,  and  the  scenic 
features  of  Lime  Ridge  within  approx- 
imately 16,800  acres  of  the  WSA. 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstand- 
ing opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  geologic  and  scenic  features 
of  Lime  Ridge  that  exist  within  21,765  acres 
of  the  WSA  would  be  diminished,  and  in  seme 
instances,  lost.    The  sights,  sounds  and  sur- 
face disturbances  created  by  increased  motor- 
ized recreational  use,  projected  mineral 
development  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would 
adversely  impact  wilderness  values.    Wilderness 
values  would  be  retained  within  the  remaining 
12,915  acres  of  the  WSA.    The  special  features 
of  Lime  Canyon  and  the  desert  tortoise  populat- 
ion are  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected 
by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 


TABLE  2-5  (Continued) 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  on 
Exploration 
for  and  Dev- 
elopment of 
Non-Energy 
Mineral 
Resources 


Impacts  on 
the  Level 
of  Explor- 
ation for 
Oil  and 
Gas 


Impacts  on 
Motorized 
Recreational 
Use 


Exploration  and  development  of  gypsim  re- 
sources would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed 
lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  por- 
tion of  the  WSA.    However,  no  mineral 
exploration  or  development  of  these 
lands  is  projected.    The  development  of 
two  gypsim  mines  are  projected  to  occur 
within  the  recommended  nonsui table  port- 
ion of  the  WSA.    There  would  be  no  impacts 
on  the  exploration  or  developiient  of  min- 
eral resources  within  the  WSA. 

Exploration  of  potential  oil  and  gas  re- 
sources would  be  foregone  within  the  re- 
commended suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
However,  neither  is  projected  to  occur. 
Tne  exploration  of  one  well  is  projected 
within  the  nonsuitable  area;  production 
is  not  expected.    There  would  be  no 
impacts  on  the  exploration  of  potential 
energy  resources  within  the  WSA  uner  the 
Proposed  Action. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  be 
eliminated  on  the  13,895  acres  reccnmended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
approximately  60  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually.    The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use 
to  other  public  lands  would  be  ngeligible. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.    The 
developiient  of  two  mines  are  projected 
to  occur  within  the  WSA  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.    As  no  other 
mineral  exploration  or  development 
within  the  WSA  is  projected,  impacts 
to  mineral  resource  development  would 
not  occur. 


The  exploratory  drilling  of  one  oil 
and  gas  well  projected  for  the  WSA 
would  be  foregone. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  300  visits 
would  be  foregone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use 
to  other  public  lands  would  be  neg- 
ligible. 


Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be 
available  for  exploration  and  development. 
The  development  of  two  mines  for  gypsum  are 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.    There 
are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the 
exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral 
resources. 


Oil  and  gas  resources  within  the  WSA  would 
be  available  for  exploration.    The  drilling 
of  one  exploratory  well  is  projected  to 
occur  within  the  WSA.    There  are  no  pro- 
jected adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration 
for  energy  resources. 


Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area 
would  remain  open  to  vehicles.    Mo  adverse 
impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 
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LIME  CANYON 

NV-050-231 

WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 
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MILLION  HILLS  WSA  (NV-050-233) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  21,296  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  21,296  acres  of  the  Million  Hills  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  4  mining  claims  containing 
approximately  80  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

The  central  portion  of  the  area,  about  20  percent  of  the  WSA,  is  considered  to 
have  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  (base 
metals).  The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability  for  limestone 
and  dolomite  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  Azure  Mine,  cherrystemmed  from  the  central  portion  of  the  WSA,  mined  a 
limited  amount  of  zinc  and  copper  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  Exploration  of 
claims  located  near  the  mine  are  projected.  A  total  of  6.4  acres  of  surface 
disturbance  primarily  associated  with  3  miles  of  road  construction,  drill  pad 
construction  and  trenching  of  test  pits  is  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of 
the  exploration  program. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  energy  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  6  oil  and  gas  leases 
(covering  approximately  3,500  acres)  exist  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease 
Map) . 

Based  on  current  energy  exploration  activity  occuring  outside  the  WSA,  it  is 
projected  that  two  exploratory  wells  would  be  drilled  within  the  northwestern 
portion  of  the  WSA.  Surface  disturbance  from  the  two  projected  wells  would 
total  approximately  13.5  acres,  involving  6  acres  for  well  pads  cleared  of 
surface  vegetation  and  topsoil  and  the  construction  of  2.5  miles  of  access 
road.  Neither  producing  wells  nor  an  oil  field  are  projected,  nor  is  any 
further  geophysical  exploration  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,   the  entire  WSA,   including  5.5  miles  of  projected 
road  associated  with  mineral   and  energy  exploration,  would  remain  open  for 
motorized  recreational    use.     Motorized  recreational   use  within  the  WSA  would 
continue  under  "limited"  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation 
specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     Motorized 
travel   within  the  WSA  would  be  limited  to  existing  roads,  ways  and  washes  and 
competition  would  be  limited  to  non-speed  events  with  restricted  use. 
Motorized  recreational    uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  215  to 
280  visits  annually. 
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Non-motorized  recreational  use  would  continue  within  the  WSA  under  the 
Proposed  Action.  Visitation  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  135  to  180  visits  annually.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  trapping 
and  hiking/nature  study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral)  and  the  Azure  Ridge  Allotment  (ephemeral). 
Approximately  seven  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  is  located  within  the 
WSA.  The  Azure  Ridge  Allotment  lies  entirely  within  the  WSA  and  is  managed 
under  an  Allotment  Management  Plan  (AMP).  The  portion  of  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA,  would  utilize  an  estimated  191  AUMs  for 
cattle  and  188  AUMs  for  burros. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  two  fence  lines  and  two 
developed  springs.  An  eight  mile  fence,  extending  the  length  of  the  WSA,  is 
proposed  along  the  eastern  boundary. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.  A 
1983  bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  3 
guzzlers.  If  suitable  terrain  is  found,  each  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural 
slickrock  apron.  Should  natural  slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30'  by  50" 
camouflaged  corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.  Two  painted 
1,600  gallon  storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  each  of  the  three 
guzzlers. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All   21,296  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Million  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  21,296  acres  of  the  Million  Hills  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  a  total  of  4  mining 
claims  containing  approximately  80  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining 
Claims  Map) . 

The  central  portion  of  the  area,  about  20  percent  of  the  WSA,  is  considered  to 
have  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  (base 
metals).  The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability  for  limestone 
and  dolomite  (GEM  1983).   (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration, 
development,  or  production  of  potential  mineral  resources  is  not  projected  to 
occur  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
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Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  energy  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  six  oil  and  gas  leases 
(covering  approximately  3,500  acres)  exist  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease 
Map).  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for 
energy  leasing.  The  projected  drilling  of  two  exploratory  wells  would  not 
take  place.  The  development  of  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal )  is  not 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   the  WSA,   including  4.3  miles  of  ways, 
would  be  closed  to  cross  country  motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as 
off-road  vehicle  driving,  vehicle  camping  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting, 
trapping  and  rock  collecting.     This  would  eliminate  about  215  visits  per  year 
within  the  WSA.     Vehicular  use  would  continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads. 
No  recreation  facilities  or  developments  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the 
WSA. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  135  to  335  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping,   rockhounding  and 
hiking/nature  study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral)  and  the  Azure  Ridge  Allotment  (ephemeral). 
Approximately  seven  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  is  located  within  the 
WSA.  The  Azure  Ridge  Allotment  lies  entirely  within  the  WSA  and  is  managed 
under  an  Allotment  Management  Plan  (AMP).  The  portion  of  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA,  would  utilize  an  estimated  191  AUMs  for 
cattle  and  188  AUMs  for  burros. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  two  fence  lines  and  two 
developed  springs.  Yearly  maintenance  of  these  improvements  would  require  the 
use  of  horses  and  low  impact  cross-country  motorized  vehicles.  An  eight  mile 
fence,  extending  the  length  of  the  WSA,  is  proposed  along  the  eastern 
boundary.  The  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  fence  would  be  done  with 
non-motorized  equipment.  This  development  would  be  subject  to  the  wilderness 
protection  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.  A 
1983  bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  3 
guzzlers.  If  suitable  terrain  is  found,  each  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural 
slickrock  apron.  Should  natural  slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30'  by  50' 
camouflaged  corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.  Two  painted 
1,600  gallon  storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  each  of  the  three 
guzzlers.  The  construction  and  yearly  maintenance  of  the  guzzlers  would  be 
done  with  non-motorized  equipment. 
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Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,   11,050  acres  out  of  21,296  acres  of  public  land,  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     The  remaining  10,245 
acres  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  11,050  acres  of  the  Million  Hills  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operation  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  a  total  of  4  mining 
claims  containing  approximately  80  acres  existed  within  the  recommended 
suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

The  northern  portion  of  the  recommended  suitable  area,  about  11  percent,  is 
considered  to  have  a  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic 
minerals  (zinc  and  copper).  The  entire  suitable  portion  is  considered  to  have 
a  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic  minerals  (limestone 
and  dolomite)  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration, 
development,  or  production  of  potential  mineral  resources  is  not  projected  to 
occur  within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  under  Alternative  A. 

The  10,246  acres  of  the  Million  Hills  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mining  laws.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims  existed  within  the  nonsuitable 
portion  of  the  WSA. 

The  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  indicates  moderate  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  (about  10  percent)  and  moderate  favorability 
for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic  minerals  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map).  Exploration,  development,  or  production  of  potential 
mineral  resources  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of 
the  WSA  under  Alternative  A. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  indicates  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal )  (GEM  1983).  Presently, 
a  segment  of  one  oil  and  gas  lease,  covering  approximately  340  acres,  exists 
within  this  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease  Map).  The  recommended 
suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy  leasing.  Neither 
exploration  nor  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas, 
geothermal)  is  projected  to  occur. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  nonsuitable  indicates  a  low  favorability 
for  the  occurrence  of  energy  resource  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  five  oil  and  gas 
leases  (covering  approximately  3,160  acres)  exist  within  this  portion  of  the 
WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease  Map). 
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Based  on  current  energy  exploration  activity  occuring  outside  the  WSA,   it  is 
projected  that  two  exploratory  wells  would  be  drilled  within  the  northwestern 
portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area.     Surface  disturbance  from  the  two  projected 
wells  would  total   approximately  13.5  acres,   involving  6  acres  for  well   pads 
cleared  of  surface  vegetation  and  topsoil   and  the  construction  of  2.5  miles  of 
access  road.     Neither  producing  wells  nor  an  oil   field  are  projected,   nor  is 
any  further  geophysical   exploration  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

The  11,050  acre  suitable  portion  of  the  Million  Hills  WSA  would  be  closed  to 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  sightseeing,   vehicle 
camping,   and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  trapping.     This  would  eliminate 
about  105  visits  per  year  within  the  recommended  suitable  area. 

Mon-motorized  recreation  would  continue  to  increase  from  an  estimated  70  to 
about  110  visits  annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping, 
sightseeing  and  hiking/nature  study. 

The  10,246  acre  nonsuitable  portion,   including  2.5  miles  of  projected  road 
associated  with  oil   and  gas  exploration,  would  remain  open  to  motorized 
recreational   use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation  (limited  use) 
specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     Motorized 
travel   within  the  nonsuitable  area  would  be  limited  to  existing  roads,  ways 
and  washes  and  competition  would  be  limited  to  non-speed  events  with 
restricted  use.     Motorized  recreational   uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  110  to  230  visits  annually. 

?\!on-motorized  recreational   use  would  continue  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     Visitation  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  65  to  90  visits  annually.     Primary 
uses  would  be  hunting  and  trapping  and  rockhounding. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral)  and  the  Azure  Ridge  Allotment  (ephemeral). 
Approximately  seven  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  is  located  within  the 
WSA.  The  Azure  Ridge  Allotment  lies  entirely  within  the  recommended  suitable 
area  and  is  managed  under  an  Allotment  Management  Plan  (AMP).  The  portion  of 
the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  recommended  suitable  area  would 
utilize  an  estimated  103  AUMs  for  cattle  and  101  AUMs  for  burros. 

The  portion  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  has  an  active  preference  of  an  estimated  08 
AUMs  for  cattle  and  87  AUMs  for  burros. 
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Yearly  maintenance  of  the  one  fence  line  and  one  developed  spring  that  exist 
within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  done  with  horses 
on  foot  and  occassional  use  of  motorized  equipment.  A  portion  (4  miles)  of  an 
eight  mile  fence  is  proposed  for  development  within  the  suitable  area.  The 
fence  would  be  located  along  the  eastern  boundary.  Construction  and 
maintenance  would  be  accomplished  with  non-motorized  equipment.  This 
development  would  be  subject  to  the  wilderness  protection  constraints  set 
forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

One  fence  line  and  one  developed  spring  are  located  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  A  portion  (4  miles)  of  an  eight  mile  fence  is 
proposed  for  development  within  the  area 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.  A 
1983  bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  3 
guzzlers.  If  suitable  terrain  is  found,  each  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural 
slickrock  apron.  Should  natural  slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30'  by  50' 
camouflaged  corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.  Two  painted 
1,600  gallon  storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  each  of  the  three 
guzzlers. 

Two  of  the  guzzlers  would  be  located  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion 
of  the  WSA.  Construction  and  yearly  maintenance  would  be  done  with 
non-motorized  equipment.  The  third  guzzler  would  be  located  within  the 
recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
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TABLE  2-6 

SUWWRY  OF  IMPACTS 
MILLION  HILLS  WSA 


INPACT 
TOPIC 


Impacts  on 
Wilde  rnss 
Val ues 


I 

CO 

oo 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


ALTERNATIVE  A 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness  and  out- 
standing opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation,  a  small  portion  of 
the  geologic  and  scenic  features  of  Azure 
Ridge,  that  exist  within  12,656  acres  of 
the  WSA  would  be  diminished  and  in,  some 
instances  lost.    The  sights  and  sounds  and 
surface  disturbances  created  by  increased 
motorized  recreational  use,  projected  min- 
eral and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would  ad- 
versely impact  wilderness  values  within  this 
portion  of  the  WSA.    Wilderness  values 
•would  be  retained  within  the  remaining  8,640 
acres  of  the  WSA.    Most  of  the  special 
qualities  of  Azure  Ridge  would  be  retained. 
Desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected 
to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation 
of  the  area. 


Designation  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opp- 
ortunities for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation,  and  the  special  features 
of  desert  tortoise  and  the  scenic 
features  of  Azure  Ridge  that  exist 
within  21,281  of  the  WSA's  21,296 
acres.    Approximately  15  acres  with- 
in the  WSA  would  be  physically  dis- 
turbed by  projected  unauthorized 
vehicle  use. 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstand- 
ing opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  geologically  scenic 
Azure  Ridge,  would  be  retained  within 
11,040  of  the  11,050  acres  of  the  recommended 
suitable  portion.    Wilderness  values  on  the 
remaining  10  acres  of  the  suitable  portion  would 
be  diminished  as  a  result  of  unauthorized 
motorized  vehicle  use.    There  would  be  a  loss 
of  wilderness  values  on  the  10,246  acres  rec- 
comrended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation 
as  continued  and  increasing  cross  country  motor- 
ized recreational  use  and  the  projected  explor- 
ation of  oil  and  gas  would  negatively  impact 
the  area.    Nondesignation  of  the  nonsuitable 
area  is  not  expected  to  adversely  affect 
the  desert  tortoise  population. 
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WACT 

TOPIC 


PR0P0PR0P0SED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 


Inpacts  on 
Exploration 
for  and  Dev- 
elopment of 
Non-Energy 
Mineral 
Resources 


Impacts  on 
the  Level 
of  Explor- 
ation for 
Oil  and 
Gas 


Inpacts  on 
notorized 
Recreational 
Use 


Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be 
available  for  exploration  and  development. 
The  exploration  of  existing  mining  claims 
are  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 
There  are  no  projected  adverse  inpacts  on 
the  exploration  for  or  development  of 
mineral  resources. 


Oil  and  gas  resources  within  the  WSA  would 
be  available  for  exploration.    The  drilling 
of  two  exploratory  wells  is  projected  to 
occur  within  the  WSA.    There  are  no  pro- 
jected adverse  inpacts  on  the  explor- 
ation for  oil  and  gas  resources. 


Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
as  the  entire  WSA  remains  open  to  vehicles 
and  new  access  routes,  resulting  from 
projected  mineral  and  oil  and  gas  explor- 
ation makes  the  study  area  more  accessible. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected 
to  occur. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA. 
Mineral  exploration  activity  projected 
to  occur  without  wilderness  designation 
would  not  occur  due  to  the  lack  of 
valid  claims  if  designation  occurs. 
Development  of  base  metal  resources 
is  not  projected  to  take  place. 


The  exploratory  drilling  of  two  oil 
and  gas  well  projected  for  the  WSA 
would  be  foregone. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  215  visits 
would  be  foregone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  inpacts  of  shifting  this  use 
to  other  public  lands  would  be  neg- 
ligible. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  re- 
sources would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed 
lands  within  the  recomnended  suitable  portion 
of  the  WSA.    Mineral  exploration  activity 
projected  to  occur  without  wilderness  desig- 
nation would  not  occur  due  to  the  lack  of 
valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.    Dev- 
elopment of  base  metal  resources  is  not 
projected  to  take  place  within  either  the 
recotrmended  suitable  or  nonsui table  areas. 

Lands  within  the  reconmended  suitable  por- 
tion of  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for 
energy  exploration.    However,  no  oil  and 
gas  exploration  is  projected  to  occur  with 
in  this  portion  of  the  WSA.    The  drilling 
of  two  exploratory  wells  is  projected  to 
occur  within  the  recomnended  nonsui  table 
area.    Mo  adverse  inpacts  to  oil  and  gas 
exploration  are  expected  to  occur  within 
the  WSA.    Production  of  the  well  is  not 
expected. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated 
on  the  11,050  acres  recomnended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  and  approximately  105 
visits  would  be  foregone  annually.    The  im- 
pacts of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 
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TABLE  2-6  (Continued) 


IIVPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOPROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  on        Under  the  Proposed  Action,  an  estimated 
Crucial  total  of  20  acres  out  of  the  WSA's  1,800 

Desert  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 

Tortoise  would  be  lost  to  projected  oil  and  gas 

Habitat  exploration  activity  and  increased  off- 

road  motorized  vehicle  use. 


Designation  of  the  WSA  would  enhance 
the  protection  of  the  1 ,800  acres  of 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat. 


Under  Alternative  A,  an  estimated  total  of 
20  acres  out  of  the  WSA's  1,800  acres  of 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost 
to  projected  oil  and  gas  exploration  ac- 
tivity and  increased  cross  country  motorized 
vehicle  use. 
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ALTERNATIVE  A  (Partial) 


MILLION  HILLS 
NV-050-233 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 


GARRETT  BUTTES  (NV-050-235) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  11,835  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  11,835  acres  of  the  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examination's  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims  existed  within 
the  WSA. 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  metallic  mineral  resources.  The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  resources  within  45  percent  of 
the  area  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  mineral 
resources  within  55  percent  of  the  area  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability 
Map).  There  is  no  known  indication  of  mineralization  within  the  WSA. 
Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential  minerals  is  not  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA  due  to  lack  of  interest,  absence  of  mining  claims  and 
prospecting  activity,  and  poor  marketable  location. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy 
resources  (oil,  gas  and  geothermal )  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  a  segment  of  one 
oil  and  gas  lease  (approximately  60  acres)  exists  within  the  WSA.  (See 
Mineral  Lease  Map).  Neither  exploration  nor  development  of  potential  energy 
resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  projected  to  occur  as  the  rock  strata  of 
the  WSA  are  not  suitable  reservoirs  for  hydrocarbon  accumulation. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   use.     Motorized  recreational   use  within  the  WSA  would 
continue  under  "limited"  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation 
specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     Motorized 
travel  within  the  WSA  would  be  limited  to  existing  roads,  ways  and  washes  and 
competition  would  be  limited  to  non-speed  events  with  restricted  use. 
Motorized  recreational   uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  300  to 
375  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreational   use  would  continue  within  the  WSA  under  the 

Proposed  Action.     Visitation  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 

estimated  90  to  105  visits  annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping 
and  rockhounding. 
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Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  seven  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment,  which  is  leased  by  one  permittee,  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The 
portion  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an 
estimated  191  AUMs  for  cattle  and  188  AUMs  for  burros. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  consist  of  five 
developed  seeps  and  springs.  Mo  other  range  developments  exist  within  the  WSA 
boundaries. 

A  one  mile  fence,  to  be  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  WSA  is  the  only 
proposed  range  development  for  the  area. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

Excellent  habitat  for  Gambel's  quail   exists  within  the  WSA.     Several   bird 
guzzlers  have  been  implemented  within  the  area  to  promote  populations  of  this 
game  bird. 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.     A 
1983  bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  one 
guzzler.     If  suitable  terrain  is  found,  the  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural 
slickrock  apron.     Should  natural    slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30'   by  50' 
camouflaged  corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.     Two  painted 
1,600  gallon  storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  the  guzzler. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

The  All   Wilderness  Alternative  recommends  the  entire  11,835  acre  area  as 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  11,835  acres  of  the  Garrett  Buttes  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operation  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims 
existed  within  the  WSA. 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  metallic  mineral  resources.  The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  resources  within  45  percent  of 
the  area  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  mineral 
resources  within  55  percent  of  the  area  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability 
Map).  There  is  no  known  indication  of  mineralization  within  the  WSA. 
Exploration  for  and  development  of  potential  locatable  minerals  are  not 
projected  to  occur  regardless  of  designation. 
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Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy 
resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  a  segment  of  one  oil  and  gas  lease  exists 
within  the  extreme  northeast  corner  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease  Map). 
Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy 
leasing.  Neither  exploration  nor  development  of  energy  resources  (oil,  gas, 
geothermal)  is  projected  to  occur  as  the  rock  strata  of  the  WSA  are  not 
suitable  reservoirs  for  hydrocarbon  accumulation. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational  pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving,  vehicle 
camping  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting,  trapping  and  rock  collecting.  This 
would  eliminate  about  300  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA.  Vehicular  use  would 
continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads.  No  recreation  facilities  or 
developments  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  90  to  220  visits 
annually.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  trapping,  rockhounding  and  nature 
study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment;  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  seven  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment,  which  is  leased  by  one  permitee,  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The 
portion  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an 
estimated  191  AUMs  for  cattle  and  188  AUMs  for  burros. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  consist  of  five 
developed  seeps  and  springs.  Yearly  maintenance  of  these  developed  springs 
would  require  occasional  use  of  vehicles  along  established  ways.  No  other 
range  developments  exist  within  the  WSA's  boundaries. 

A  one  mile  fence,  to  be  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  WSA,  is  the 
only  proposed  range  development  for  the  area.  Construction  and  yearly 
maintenance  of  the  fence  would  be  done  with  non-motorized  equipment.  This 
development  would  be  subject  to  the  wilderness  protection  constraints  set 
forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

Excellent  habitat  for  Gambel ' s  quail  exists  within  the  WSA.  Several  bird 
guzzlers  have  been  implemented  within  the  area  to  promote  populations  of  this 
game  bird.  Maintenance  of  the  quzzlers  would  be  done  with  non-motorized 
equipment. 
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The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.     A 
1983  bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  one 
guzzler.     If  suitable  terrain  is  found,   the  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural 
slickrock  apron.     Should  natural   slickrock  not  be  found,   a  30'   by  50' 
camouflaged  corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.     Two  painted 
1,600  gallon  storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  the  guzzler.     Construction 
and  yearly  maintenance  of  the  guzzler  would  be  done  with  non-motorized 
equipment. 
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TABLE  2-7 

SUMMARY  OF  IW>ACTS 
GARRETT  BUTTES  WSA 


INPACT 
TOPIC 


Inpacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


i 

01 


Inpacts 
on  Motorized 
Recreational 
Use 


PROPOSED  ACTION/ND  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness  and  out- 
standing opportunities  for  solitude  would 
be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances, 
lost  due  to  the  sights,  sounds  and  sur- 
face disturbances  created  by  continued 
and  the  projected  increase  in  motorized 
recreational  use  within  the  WSA.  The 
desert  tortoise  population  is  not  ex- 
pected to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
from  nondesignation  as  the  entire  study 
area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.  No 
adverse  inpacts  to  this  use  is  expect- 
ed to  occur. 


Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for 
solitude,  and  would  enhance  the  protection 
of  desert  tortoise. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  300  visits 
would  be  foegone  annually  frcm  the 
WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this 
use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 
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QUAIL  SPRINGS  WSA  (NV-050-411) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  12,145  acre  area  as  nonsui table  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  12,145  acres  of  the  Quail  Springs  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  13  mining  claims  containing 
approximately  260  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

No  known  metallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic  conditions  are 
not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  entire  WSA  has  a 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel  deposits  (GEM 
1983).  (See  Minerals  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  or  development  of 
potential  minerals  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  due  to  lack  of 
interest  and  prospecting  activity. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Quail  Springs  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Presently, 
no  oil  and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  Exploration  for  and  development 
of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  are  not  projected  to 
occur  as  the  WSA  shows  low  accumulation  for  hydrocarbons;  exploratory  wells 
drilled  outside  the  WSA  have  been  unsuccessful. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  remain  open  for 
cross  country  motorized  recreational  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle 
designation  (limited  use)  specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework 
Plan  (MFP)  The  ORV  designation  restricts  high  speed  competitive  events  within 
the  WSA.  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  150  to  190  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  30  visits  annually.  It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  40  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting  and  horseback 
riding. 
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Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Quail  Springs  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Indian  Springs 
Allotment  (non-use).  Approximately  40  percent  of  the  Indian  Springs  Allotment 
is  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  Las  Vegas  Valley  Allotment  has  not  been 
actively  grazed  during  the  past  five  years  and  the  re-instatement  of  active 
use  is  not  projected.  There  are  no  existing  or  proposed  range  developments  in 
the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,  extending  the  6  mile  width 
of  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  potential  users,  including  the  Western 
Utility  Group  ("Western  Regional  Corridor  Study"  -  1986).  It  is  projected 
that  five  500  kv  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and  two  fiber  optic  lines  and 
three  access  roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor. 
Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an 
estimated  200  acres  within  the  WSA. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  a  rail  line  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  transportation  corridor,  extending  the  6  mile 
width  of  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  the  Department  of  Energy.  It  is 
projected  that  a  rail  line  and  access  road  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile 
wide  transportation  corridor.  Construction  of  these  projected  developments 
would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  65  acres  within  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All  12,145  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Quail  Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  12,145  acres  of  the  Quail  Springs  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operation  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  a  total  of  13  mining 
claims  containing  approximately  260  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining 
Claims  Map) . 

No  known  metallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic  conditions  are 
not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  entire  WSA  has  a 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel  deposits  (GEM 
1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  and  development  of 
potential  mineral  resources  are  not  projected  to  occur  regardless  of 
designation. 
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Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Quail  Springs  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map) .  Presently, 
no  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  energy  leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Neither 
exploration  nor  development  of  potential  energy  resources  is  projected  to 
occur  as  the  WSA  shows  low  accumulation  for  hydrocarbons  and  exploratory  wells 
drilled  outside  the  area  have  proved  unsuccessful. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational  pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving  and  vehicular 
access  for  target  shooting  and  hunting.  This  would  eliminate  about  150  visits 
per  year  within  the  WSA.  Vehicular  use  would  continue  along  the  WSA's 
boundary  roads. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  30  to  60  visits 
annually.  Primary  uses  would  be  target  shooting,  hunting  and  horseback 
riding. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Quail  Springs  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Indian  Springs 
Allotment  (non-use).  Approximately  40  percent  of  the  Indian  Springs  Allotment 
is  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  Las  Vegas  Valley  Allotment  has  not  been 
actively  grazed  during  the  past  five  years  and  the  reinstatement  of  active 
use  is  not  projected.  There  are  no  existing  or  proposed  range  developments  in 
the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  potential  users,  would 
not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative.  The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not  occur  within 
the  WSA. 

A  possible  rail  line  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  the  Department  of 
Energy,  would  not  become  a  designated  transportation  corridor  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.  The  projected  development  of  a  rail  line  would  not 
occur  within  the  WSA. 
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TABLE  2-8 

SUWARY  CF  IMPACTS 
QUAIL  SPRINGS  WSA 


mm 

TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


i 

CD 


Impacts 

on  Motorized 

Recreational 

Use 


Wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be 
adversely  impacted  under  the  Proposed  Act- 
tion.    The  projected  development  of  util- 
ities, rail  lines,  associated  access 
routes,  and  increased  cross  country  veh- 
icle use  would  physically  disturb  an  est- 
imated 285  acres  within  the  WSA.    The  nat- 
ural perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would 
be  impaired  by  the  construction  of  util- 
ities (towers,  lines,  roads)  and  rail 
lines  across  the  landscape.    The  outstand- 
ing opportunities  for  solitude  would  be 
lost  due  to  the  sights  and  sounds  creat- 
ed by  the  aforementioned  activities 
xcurring  in  the  WSA.    Nondesignation 
of  the  WSA  could  adversely  affect  the 
desert  tortoise  population. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
from  nondesignation  as  the  entire  study 
area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in 
association  with  projected  utilities 
construction.    No  adverse  impacts  to  this 
use  is  expected  to  occur. 


Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
preserve  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for 
solitude,  and  would  enhance  the  protection 
of  desert  tortoise. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  150  visits 
would  be  foegone  annually  from  the 
'WSA.    The  impacts  of  shifting  this 
use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 


TABLE  2-8  (Continued) 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


Inpacts  on 
Develop- 
ment of 
Utilities 


Inpacts  on 
Devel opment 
of  a 
Rail  Line 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ro 


The  devel  opment  of  utilities  could  continue 
as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  reco- 
mmended nonsui table  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation. No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses 
are  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  a  projected  rail 
line  could  continue  as  a  result  of  the 
entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui  table 
for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse 
inpacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to 
to  occur. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.    This  action 
would  i noire  hardships  to  the  potential 
utility  users. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  a  rail  line.    This 
action  would  i noire  hardships  to  the 
Department  of  Energy  and  any  other 
potential  users. 


CXi 

© 


R60E 


T18S 


n 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (NO  WILDERNESS) 


MILES 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

QUAIL  SPRINGS 
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EL  DORADO  WSA  (NV-050-423) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  1 2,290  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  12,290  acres  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  24  mining  claims  containing 
approximately  480  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map.) 

The  entire  WSA,  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
metallic  and  non-metallic  minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map.) 

The  WSA  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Eldorado  Mining  District,  where  significant 
amounts  of  gold,  sliver,  and  copper  were  produced  during  the  20's  and  30's. 
It  is  projected  that  exploration  would  eventually  occur  within  the  WSA  to 
define  the  extent  of  the  mining  district's  mineralization. 

Exploration  efforts  within  the  northwest  portion  of  the  WSA  is  projected.  A 
total  of  9.2  acres  of  surface  disturbance  primarily  associated  with  3  miles  of 
road  construction  and  two  pilot  plants,  drill  pad  construction  and  the 
trenching  of  an  estimated  217  test  pits  is  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of 
the  exploration  program. 

Exploration  of  existing  mining  claims  within  the  southeast  portion  of  the  WSA 
is  projected.  A  total  of  11.7  acres  of  surface  disturbance  primarily 
associated  with  3  miles  of  road  construction  and  two  pilot  plants,  drill  pad 
construction  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  290  test  pits  is  projected  to 
occur  as  a  result  of  the  exploration  program. 

Development  or  production  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  either  portion  of 
the  WSA  as  a  result  of  exploration. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability 
Map.)  Presently,  one  oil  and  gas  lease  (covering  approximately  1,230  acres) 
exists  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease  Map.)  Exploration  for  or 
development  of  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  not  projected  to 
occur  as  the  rock  structure  of  the  WSA  is  not  suitable  for  the  accumulation  of 
hydrocarbons. 
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Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA,  including  6  miles  of  projected  road 
associated  with  mineral  exploration,  would  remain  open  for  motorized 
recreational  use.  Motorized  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  would  continue 
under  "limited"  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designations  specified 
in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).  The  ORV  designation 
would  limit  and  place  restrictions  on  competitive  events  within  the  WSA. 
Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  470  to 
650  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  120  visits  annually. 
It  is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  150  visits 
annually  under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting, 
hiking/nature  study  and  horseback  riding. 

Recreational  developments,  including  interpretative  signs  and  an  access  trail 
could  be  constructed  within  the  WSA  as  part  of  an  interpretative  program  for 
Gregory's  Arch. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  three  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  55  AUMs  for 
cattle,  25  AUMs  for  burros  and  9  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  one  developed  spring. 
No  new  range  projects  are  proposed  for  development  within  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,  extending  the  2  mile  width 
of  the  southern  tip  of  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  potential  users, 
including  the  Western  Utility  Group  ("Western  Regional  Corridor  Study"  - 
1986).  It  is  projected  that  five  500  kv  transmission  line,  one  gas  and  one 
fiber  optic  line  and  two  access  roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide 
utility  corridor.  Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  85  acres  within  the  WSA. 

Located  within  the  WSA's  boundaries  is  one  undeveloped  patented  mining  claim 
totaling  120  acres.  It  is  projected  that  the  private  land  owners  would 
exercise  their  rights  of  access  to  their  patented  claim.  A  right-of-way  would 
be  issued  for  access  to  the  private  land.  Approximately  .25  mile  of  access 
route,  disturbing  about  one  half  of  an  acre,  would  be  constructed  within  the 
WSA. 
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All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All   12,290  acres  of  public  land  in  the  El   Dorado  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  12,290  acres  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operation  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  a  total  of  24  mining 
claims  containing  approximately  480  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining 
Claims  Map.) 

The  entire  WSA,  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
metallic  and  non-metallic  minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map.) 
Exploration,  development,  or  production  of  potential  mineral  resources  is  not 
projected  to  occur  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability 
Map.)  Presently,  one  oil  and  gas  lease  (covering  approximately  1,280  acres) 
exists  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease  Map.)  The  WSA  would  be  unavailable 
for  energy  leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Neither  exploration 
nor  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is 
projected  to  occur  as  the  rock  structure  of  the  WSA  is  not  suitable  for  the 
accumulation  of  hydrocarbons. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving,  organized 
ORV  competitive  events,  vehicle  camping,  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and 
trapping.     This  would  eliminate  about  470  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA. 
Vehicular  use  would  continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  120  to  290  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   hiking  and  photography/nature 
study. 

The  placement  of  interpretative  signs  proposed  for  the  Gregory's  Arch 
interpretative  program  would  not  take  place  within  the  WSA.     A  proposed  hiking 
trail,   less  than  one  mile  in  length,   into  Gregory's  Arch  could  be  developed. 
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Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  El   Dorado  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  (ephemeral).     Approximately  three  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.     The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  55  AUMs  for 
cattle,   25  AUMs  for  burros  and  9  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  one  developed  spring. 
Yearly  maintenance  of  the  development  would  be  accomplished  without  the  use  of 
motorized  equipment.     No  new  range  projects  are  proposed  for  development 
within  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  southern  tip  of  the  WSA  identified  by 
potential   users,  would  not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.     The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not 
occur  within  the  WSA. 

Located  within  the  WSA's  boundaries  is  one  patented  mining  claim  totaling  120 
acres.     It  is  projected  that  the  private  land  owners  would  exercise  their 
rights  of  access  to  their  patented  claim.     A  rights-of-way  would  be  issued  for 
access  to  the  private  land.     Approximately   .25  mile  of  access  route, 
disturbing  about  one  half  of  an  acre,  would  be  constructed  within  the  WSA. 

Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,   9,570  acres  out  of  12,290  acres  of  public  land,  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     The  remaining  2,720  acres 
of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  9,570  acres  of  the  El   Dorado  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral   leasing  and  mining  laws.     Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operation  is  submitted.     As  of  1987,  a  total   of  13  mining 
claims  containing  approximately  260  acres  existed  within  the  recommended 
suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     (See  Mining  Claims  Map.) 

The  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  and  non-metallic  minerals  and 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983).      (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map.)     Exploration,   development,  or  production  of  potential 
mineral    resources  is  not  projected  to  occur  under  Alternative  A. 
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The  2,720  acres  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining 
laws.  As  of  1987,  11  claims  containing  approximately  220  acres  existed  within 
the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map.) 

The  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  and  non-metallic  minerals  and 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map.) 

The  WSA  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Eldorado  Mining  District,  where  significant 
amounts  of  gold,  sliver,  and  copper  were  produced  during  the  20's  and  30's. 
It  is  projected  that  exploration  would  eventually  occur  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  to  define  the  extent  of  the  mining  district's 
mineralization. 

Exploration  efforts  within  the  northwest  portion  of  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area  is  projected.  A  total  of  9.2  acres  of  surface  disturbance 
primarily  associated  with  3  miles  of  road  construction  and  two  pilot  plants, 
drill  pad  construction  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  217  test  pits  is 
projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  the  exploration  program. 

Exploration  of  existing  mining  claims  for  precious  metals  within  the  southeast 
portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area  is  projected.  A  total  of  2.2  acres  of  surface 
disturbance  primarily  associated  with  .5  mile  of  road  construction,  drill  pad 
construction  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  65  test  pits  is  projected  to 
occur  as  a  result  of  the  exploration  program. 

Development  or  production  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  either  portion  of 
the  nonsuitable  area  as  a  result  of  exploration. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability 
Map.)  Presently,  a  segment  of  one  oil  and  gas  lease  (covering  approximately 
600  acres)  exists  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See 
Mineral  Lease  Map.)  The  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  energy  leasing  under  Alternative  A. 

Approximately  680  acres  of  the  oil  and  gas  lease  are  located  within  the 
recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Leases  Map.) 
Neither  exploration  nor  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas, 
geothermal)  is  projected  to  occur  as  the  rock  structure  of  the  WSA  is  not 
suitable  for  the  accumulation  of  hydrocarbons. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

The  9,570  acre  suitable  portion  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross 
country  motorized  recreational  pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  sightseeing, 
vehicle  camping,  organized  0RV  events  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and 
trapping.  This  would  eliminate  about  260  visits  per  year  within  the  suitable 
area.  Vehicular  use  would  continue  along  the  boundary  roads. 
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Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  100  to  210  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   hiking  and  photography/nature 
study. 

The  placement  of  interpretative  signs  proposed  for  the  Gregory's  Arch 
interpretative  program  would  not  take  place  within  the  suitable  portion  of  the 
WSA.     A  proposed  hiking  trail,   less  than  one  mile  in  length,   into  Gregory's 
Arch  would  be  developed. 

The  entire  nonsui table  portion  of  the  WSA,   including  3.5  miles  of  projected 
road  associated  with  mineral   exploration,  would  remain  open  to  motorized 
vehicles.       Motorized  recreational   use,   including  off-road  driving,  vehicular 
access  for  hunting  and  organized  ORV  events,  could  take  place  within  the  WSA 
as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation  (limited  use)   specified  in  the 
Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     The  ORV  designation  would  limit 
and  place  restrictions  on  competitive  events  within  the  WSA.     Motorized 
recreational   uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  210  to  480 
visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  20  visits  annually 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     It  is  projected  that 
this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  30  visits  annually.     Primary  uses 
would  be  hunting,   hiking/nature  study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  three  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  55  AUMs  for 
cattle,  25  AUMs  for  burros  and  9  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  one  developed  spring. 
Yearly  maintenance  of  the  development  would  be  accomplished  without  the  use  of 
motorized  equipment.  Mo  new  range  projects  are  proposed  for  development 
within  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  southern  tip  of  the  recommended  suitable 
portion  of  the  WSA  identified  by  potential  users,  would  not  become  a 
designated  utility  corridor  under  Alternative  A.  The  projected  development  of 
utilities  would  not  occur  within  this  area. 

Under  Alternative  A  utilities  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of 
the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A  possible  route  for  a  designated  utility 
corridor,  extending  the  1  mile  width  of  the  southern  tip  of  the  nonsuitable 
area,  has  been  identified  by  potential  users,  including  the  Western  Utility 
Group  ("Western  Regional  Corridor  Study"  -  1985).  It  is  projected  that  five 
500  kv  transmission  line,  one  gas  and  one  fiber  optic  line  and  two  access 
roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor.  Construction  of 
these  projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  40  acres 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
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Located  within  the  recommended  suitable  area's  boundaries  is  one  undeveloped 
patented  mining  claim  totaling  120  acres.     It  is  projected  that  the  private 
land  owners  would  exercise  their  rights  of  access  to  their  patented  claim.     A 
rights-of-way  would  be  issued  for  access  to  the  private  land.     Approximately 
.25  mile  of  access  route,  disturbing  about  one  half  of  an  acre,  would  be 
constructed  within  the  WSA. 
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TABLE  2-9 

SUMMARY  OF  INPACTS 
EL  DORADO  WSA 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


Impacts  on 

Wildemss 

Values 


i 
en 

CO 


PROPPROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness  and  any 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation  that  exist 
within  6,600  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  dim- 
inished and,  in  some  instances,  lost.    The 
sights,  sounds  and  surface  disturbances 
created  by  increased  motorized  recreat- 
ional use,  projected  mineral  exploration 
and  utility  construction  and  maintenance 
would  adversely  impact  wilderness  values. 
Wilderness  values  would  be  retained  within 
the  remaining  5,690  acres  of  the  WSA.    The 
special  qualities  of  Gregory's  Arch  would 
be  retained.    The  desert  tortoise  popula- 
tion is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affect- 
ed by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


ALTERNATIVE  A 


Designation  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  special  features  of 
desert  tortoise  and  the  scenic  features 
of  Gregory's  Arch  that  exist  within 
12,257  of  the  WSA's  12,290  acres. 
Approximately  33  acres  within  the 
WSA  would  be  physically  disturbed  by 
orojected  unauthorized  vehicle  use. 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstand- 
ing opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  special  geological  value 
of  Gregory's  Arch  would  be  retained  within 
8,970  of  the  9,570  acres  of  the  recomrended 
suitable  portion.    Wilderness  values  on  the  re- 
maining 600  acres  of  the  suitable  portion 
would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances 
lost,  as  a  result  of  unauthorized  off-road 
motorized  vehicle  use,  mineral  exploration 
and  utility  line  construction  and  maintenance 
projected  to  occur  on  adjacent  public  lands. 
Wilderness  values  would  be  lost  on  the  2,720 
acres  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation  as  continued  and  increased  cross 
country  motorized  vehicle  use,  projected  mineral 
exploration  and  construction  of  utilities  would 
adversely  impact  the  area.    The  desert  tortoise 
population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  recomnended 
nonsui  table  area. 
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INPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOPROPOSED  ACTION/MO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 


Inpacts  on 
Exploration 
for  and  Dev- 
elopment of 
Non-Energy 
Mineral 
Resources 


ro 
I 

en 

CD 


Inpacts  on 
Motorized 
Recreational 
Use 


Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be 
available  for  exploration  and  development. 
The  exploration  of  existing  mining  claims 
are  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 
There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on 
the  exploration  for  or  development  of 
mineral  resources. 


Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
as  the  entire  WSA  remains  open  to  vehicles 
and  new  access  routes,  resulting  from 
projected  mineral  exploration  and  utility 
development  makes  the  study  area  more 
accessible.    No  adverse  impacts  are  expected. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA. 
Mineral  exploration  activity  projected 
to  occur  without  wilderness  deisgnat- 
ion  would  not  take  place  due  to  lack 
of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs. 
Development  of  precious  metal  re- 
sources is  not  projected  to  take 
place. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  470  visits 
would  be  foregone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  inpacts  of  shifting  this  use 
to  other  public  lands  would  be  neg- 
ligible. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources 
would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within 
the  recomnended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
Mineral  exploration  activity  projected  to  occur 
without  wilderness  designation  would  not  take 
place  due  to  lack  of  valid  claims  if  designation 
occurs.    Exploration  of  existing  mining  claims 
is  projected  within  the  recomnended  nonsui table 
portion  of  the  WSA.    There  are  no  projected 
adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  for  mineral 
resources  within  this  area.    Development  of 
precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to 
take  place  within  either  the  recomnended 
suitable  or  nonsui  table  areas. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated 
on  the  9,570  acres  recomnended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  and  approximately  250 
visits  would  be  foregone  annually.    The  im- 
pacts of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 


Inpacts  on        The  development  of  an  interpretative  rec- 
Rec-  reational  program  would  benefit  as  a  re- 

lational suit  of  the  entire  WSA  being  recomnended 

Management        nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  inpacts  to  tin's  use  are  ex- 
pected to  occur. 


The  proposed  interpretative  program 
could  not  be  fully  implemented  under 
the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  as 
interpretative  signing  would  be 
precluded.    Designation  of  the  WSA 
as  wilderness  would  not  adversely 
affect  tin's  program. 


The  proposed  interpretative  program  could 
not  be  fully  implemented  under  Alternative 
A  as  interpretative  signing  would  be 
precluded.    Designation  of  the  recomnended 
suitable  area  as  wilderness  would  not 
adversely  affect  this  program. 
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mm 

TOPIC PROPOPROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS ALL  WILDERNESS PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  on        The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  Under  Alternative  A  the  reccnmended  suitable 

Development       as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  recom-  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for 

of  Utilities     mended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  des-  development  of  utilities.    This  action  the  development  of  utilities.    This  action 

ignation.    No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  would  incure  hardships  to  the  potential  could  incure  hardships  to  the  potential 

are  expected  to  occur.  users.  utility  users. 
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R64E 
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T26S 
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PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 


MILES 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

EL  DORADO 
NV-050-423 


R64E 


T25S 


T26S 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


MILES 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

EL  DORADO 
NV-050-423 


R64E 


T25S 


T26S 


\  WK^/)M 


T2 


ALTERNATIVE  A  (PARTIAL) 


MILES 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

EL  DORADO 
NV-050-423 


t^HHHBHaHHHOlHlHinai 


IRETEBA  PEAKS  NV-050-438 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  14,994  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.     (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  14,994  acres  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.  As  of  1987,  19  mining  claims  containing 
approximately  380  acres  existed  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map.) 

Approximately  six  percent  (900  acres)  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  the 
remaining  portion  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability.  The  entire  WSA  is 
considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic 
minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983). 
(See  Mineral  Favorability  Map.) 

The  northern  portion  of  the  WSA  is  located  adjacent  to  the  Eldorado  Mining 
District  and  the  southern  half  of  the  WSA  abutts  against  the  Searchlight 
Mining  District.  Both  mining  districts  produced  significant  amounts  of  gold, 
sliver,  and  copper  the  first  half  of  this  century.  It  is  projected  that 
exploration  would  eventually  occur  within  the  northern  and  southern  portions 
of  the  WSA  to  define  the  extent  of  the  mining  districts  mineralization. 

The  eventual  exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to  occur  within  the 
northern  portion  of  the  WSA.  A  total  of  19.7  acres  of  surface  disturbance 
primarily  associated  with  3  miles  of  road  construction  and  two  pilot  plants, 
drill  pad  construction  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  290  test  pits  is 
projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  the  exploration  program. 

Exploration  for  precious  metals  within  the  southeast  portion  of  the  WSA  is 
also  eventually  projected  to  occur.  A  total  of  26.2  acres  of  surface 
disturbance  primarily  associated  with  3  miles  of  road  construction  and  three 
pilot  plants,  drill  pad  construction  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  350 
test  pits  is  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  the  exploration  program. 

Development  or  production  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  either  portion  of 
the  WSA  as  a  result  of  exploration. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map.)  Presently,  no  oil  and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA. 
Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas, 
geothermal)  is  not  projected  to  occur  as  the  rock  structure  of  the  WSA  is  not 
suitable  for  the  accumulation  of  hydrocarbons. 
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Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA,  including  6  miles  of  projected  road 
associated  with  mineral  exploration,  would  remain  open  for  motorized 
recreational  use.  Motorized  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  would  continue 
under  "limited"  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designations  specified 
in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).  The  ORV  designation 
would  limit  and  place  restrictions  on  competitive  events  within  the  WSA. 
Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  100  to 
200  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  85  visits  annually.  It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  110  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting  and  hiking/nature 
study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  four  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  74  AUMs  for 
cattle,  33  AUMs  for  burros  and  13  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep. 

No  range  improvements  or  facilities  exist  within  the  WSA.  Two  springs  are 
proposed  for  development  within  the  northeast  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,  extending  the  3  mile  width 
of  the  northern  tip  of  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  a  potential  user 
(Southern  California  Edison  Co.).  It  is  projected  that  one  500  kv 
transmission  line  and  one  access  road  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide 
utility  corridor.  Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  25  acres  within  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All  14,994  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  and  existing  rights,  the  14,994  acres  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
WSA  recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all   forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral   leasing  and  mining  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within 
the  WSA  at  the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.     As  of  1987,   a  total   of 
19  mining  claims  containing  approximately  380  acres  existed  within  the  WSA. 
(See  Mining  Claims  Map). 
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Approximately  six  percent  (900  acres)  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  the 
remaining  portion  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability.     The  entire  WSA  is 
considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic 
minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983). 
(See  Mineral   Favorability  Map).     Exploration,  development,  or  production  of 
potential  mineral   resources  is  not  projected  to  occur  under  the  All   Wilderness 
Alternative. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil 
and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy 
leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Neither  exploration  nor 
development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  projected 
to  occur  as  the  rock  structure  of  the  WSA  is  not  suitable  for  the  accumulation 
of  hydrocarbons. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational  pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  sightseeing,  vehicle 
camping,  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  trapping.  This  would  eliminate 
about  100  visits  per  year  within  the  suitable  area.  Vehicular  use  would 
continue  along  the  boundary  roads. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  85  to  170  visits 
annually.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  hiking  and  photography/nature 
study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  four  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  74  AUMs  for 
cattle,  33  AUMs  for  burros  and  13  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep. 

No  range  improvements  or  facilities  exist  within  the  WSA.  Two  springs  are 
proposed  for  development  within  the  northeast  portion  of  the  WSA. 
Construction  and  maintenance  of  the  springs  would  be  accomplished  without  the 
use  of  motorized  equipment.  These  developments  would  be  subject  to  the 
wilderness  protection  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management 
Policy. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA  identified  by 
a  potential  user,  would  not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.  The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not 
occur  within  the  WSA. 
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Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  tin's  alternative,  10,155  acres  out  of  14,994  acres  of  public  land,  would 

be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining  4,839  acres 

of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  10,155  acres  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operation  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  a  total  of  9  mining 
claims  containing  approximately  180  acres  existed  within  the  recommended 
suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

Approximately  seven  percent  (710  acres)  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of 
the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
metallic  minerals  and  the  remaining  portion  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability.  The  entire  suitable  area  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability 
for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic  minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 
Exploration,  development,  or  production  of  potential  mineral  resources  is  not 
projected  to  occur  under  Alternative  A. 

The  4,839  acres  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mining  laws.  As  of  1987,  10  claims  containing  approximately  200  acres 
existed  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 

Approximately  one  percent  (48  acres)  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of 
the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
metallic  minerals  and  the  remaining  portion  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability.  The  entire  nonsuitable  area  is  considered  to  have  low 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic  minerals  and  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map) . 

The  northern  portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area  is  located  adjacent  to  the 
Eldorado  Mining  District  and  the  southern  portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area 
abutts  against  the  Searchlight  Mining  District.  Both  mining  districts 
produced  significant  amounts  of  gold,  sliver,  and  copper  the  first  half  of 
this  century.  It  is  projected  that  exploration  would  eventually  occur  within 
the  northern  and  southern  portions  of  the  nonsuitable  area  to  define  the 
extent  of  the  mining  districts  mineralization. 

The  eventual  exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to  occur  within  the 
northern  portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area.  A  total  of  18.1  acres  of  surface 
disturbance  primarily  associated  with  2.5  miles  of  road  construction  and  two 
pilot  plants,  drill  pad  construction  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  240 
test  pits  is  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  the  exploration  program. 
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Exploration  for  precious  metals  within  the  southeast  portion  of  the 
nonsuitable  area  is  also  projected.  A  total  of  26.2  acres  of  surface 
disturbance  primarily  associated  with  3  miles  of  road  construction  and  three 
pilot  plants,  drill  pad  construction  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  350 
test  pits  is  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  the  exploration  program. 

Development  or  production  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  either  portion  of 
the  WSA  as  a  result  of  exploration. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil 
and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  The  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the 
WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy  leasing  under  Alternative  A.  Exploration 
for  or  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  not 
projected  to  occur  as  the  rock  structure  of  the  WSA  is  not  suitable  for  the 
accumulation  of  hydrocarbons. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

The  10,155  acre  suitable  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  be  closed  to 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  sightseeing,   vehicle 
camping,  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  trapping  access.     This  would 
eliminate  about  15  visits  per  year  within  the  suitable  area. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  65  to  90  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   hiking  and  photography/nature 
study. 

The  entire  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA,   including  6  miles  of  projected  road 
associated  with  mineral   exploration,  would  remain  open  to  motorized 
vehicles.       Motorized  recreational   use,   including  off-road  driving  and 
organized  ORV  events,  would  take  place  within  the  WSA  as  directed  by  the 
off-road  vehicle  designation  (limited  use)   specified  in  the  Clark  County 
Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     The  ORV  designation  would  limit  and  place 
restrictions  on  competitive  events  within  the  WSA.     Motorized  recreational 
uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  85  to  185  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  20  visits  annually 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.     It  is  projected  that 
this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  30  visits  annually.     Primary  uses 
would  be  hunting,  hiking/nature  study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,   the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  (ephemeral).     Approximately  four  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.     The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  recommended  suitable  area  would  utilize  an 
estimated  1,257  AUMs  for  cattle,   567  AUMs  for  burros  and  215  AUMs  for  bighorn 
sheep. 
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The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  Allotment  located  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area  of  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  592  AUMs  for  cattle, 
267  AUMs  for  burros  and  102  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep. 

Mo  range  improvements  or  facilities  exist  within  the  WSA.  Two  springs  are 
proposed  for  development  within  the  northeast  portion  of  the  recommended 
suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  Construction  and  maintenance  of  the  springs 
would  be  accomplished  without  the  use  of  motorized  equipment.  These 
developments  would  be  subject  to  the  wilderness  protection  constraints  set 
forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  Alternative  A,  utilities  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of 
the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A  possible  route  for  a  designated  utility 
corridor,  extending  the  3  mile  width  of  the  northern  tip  of  the  nonsuitable 
area,  has  been  identified  by  a  potential  user  (Southern  California  Edison 
Co.).  It  is  projected  that  one  500  kv  transmission  line  and  one  access  road 
could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor.  Construction  of  these 
projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  25  acres  within  the 
recommended  nonsuitable  area. 
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Inpacts  on        Wilderness  values  of  naturalness  and  any 
Wilderness        outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
Values  that  exist  within  4,800  acres  of  the 

northern  and  southern  portions  of  the  WSA 
would  be  diminished  and,  in  soma  instances 
lost.    The  sights,  sounds  and  surface  dist- 
urbances created  by  increased  motorized 
recreational  use,  projected  mineral  ex- 
ploration and  utility  construction  and 
maintenance  would  adversely  impact 
wilderness  values.    Wilderness  values  would 
be  retained  within  the  remaining  10,194  acres 
of  the  WSA.    The  desert  tortoise  population 
and  two  identified  sensitive  plant  species 
are  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected 
by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

Inpacts  on  Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be 
Exploration  available  for  exploration  and  development, 
for  and  Dev-  Exploration  for  precious  metals  is  project- 
el  opment  of  ed  to  occur  within  the  WSA.    There  are  no 
Mon-Energy  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  explor- 
Mineral  ation  for  and  development  of  mineral 
Resources  resources. 


Designation  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opp- 
ortunities for  solitude  and  the  special 
features  of  desert  tortoise  and  sensitive 
plants  that  exist  within  14,989  of  the 
WSA's  14,994  acres.    Approximately 
5  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be 
physically  distjrbed  by  projected  un- 
authorized vehicle  use. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral 
resources  would  be  foregone  on  all 
unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA. 
Mineral  exploration  activity  projected 
to  occur  without  wildemess  designation 
would  not  take  place  due  to  the  lack 
of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs. 
Development  of  precious  metal  re- 
sources is  not  projected  to  take 
place. 


Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstand- 
ing opportunities  for  solitude  and  the  sensitive 
plant  species  would  be  retained  within  the 
10,155  acres  of  the  reconmended  suitable  area. 
Wilderness  values  would  be  lost  on  the  4,839 
acres  reconmended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation  as  continued  and  increased  cross 
country  motorized  vehicle  use,  projected  mineral 
exploration  and  construction  of  utilities  would 
adversely  impact  the  area.    The  desert  tortoise 
population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  reconmended 
nonsui  table  area. 


Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  re- 
sources would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed 
lands  within  the  recormiended  suitable  portion 
of  the  WSA.    Mineral  exploration  is  not  pro- 
jected to  occur  with  or  without  wilderness 
designation.    Exploration  for  precious  metals 
is  projected  within  the  recamiended  non- 
suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.    There  are  no 
projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration 
for  mineral  resources  within  this  area. 
Development  of  precious  metal  resources  is 
not  projected  to  take  place  within  either 
the  reconmended  suitable  or  nonsui  table 
areas. 
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Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
as  the  entire  WSA  remains  open  to  vehicles 
and  new  access  routes,  resulting  from 
projected  mineral  exploration  and  utility 
developments,  make  the  study  area  more 
accessible,    No  adverse  impacts  to  this 
use  are  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  utilities  could  continue 
as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  recom- 
mended nonsui table  for  wilderness  des- 
ignation.   No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use 
are  expected  to  occur. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  100  visits 
would  be  foregone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use 
to  other  public  lands  would  be  neg- 
ligible. 


Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.    This  action 
would  incure  hardships  to  the  potential 
utility  users. 


PARTIAL  WILDERNESS 


Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated 
on  the  10,155  acres  recomnended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  and  approximately  15 
visits  would  be  foregone  annually.    The  im- 
pacts of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 


The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as 
a  result  of  the  recormiended  nonsui  table  area 
not  being  designated  as  wilderness.    No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  are  expected 
to  occur. 
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JUMBO  SPRINGS  WSA  (NV-050-236) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  3,466  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  3,466  acres  of  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  would  remain  open  to  all    forms  of  appropriation  under 
the  mineral   leasing  and  mining  laws.     Validity  examinations  would  not  be 
required  prior  to  development.     As  of  1987,   no  mining  claims  existed  within 
the  WSA. 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  metallic  mineral    resources  within  75  percent  (2,600  acres)  of 
the  area  and  moderate  potential   for  nonmetallic  mineral   resources  within  25 
percent  (866  acres)  of  the  area  (GEM  1983).      (See  Mineral   Favorability  Map). 
Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential   minerals  is  not  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA  due  to  lack  of  interest,  absence  of  mining  claims  and 
prospecting  activity,  and  poor  marketable  location. 

Energy  Resources  Action 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy 
resources   (GEM  1983).     Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential   energy 
resources  (oil,   gas,   geothermal)   is  not  projected  to  occur  as  the  rock 
structure  of  the  WSA  is  not  suitable  for  the  accumulation  of  hydrocarbons. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   use.     Motorized  recreational   use  within  the  WSA  would 
continue  under  "limited"  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation 
specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP).     Motorized 
travel  within  the  WSA  would  be  limited  to  existing  roads,  ways  and  washes  and 
competition  would  be  limited  to  non-speed  events  with  restricted  use. 
Motorized  recreational   uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  8  to 
16  visits  annual  ly. 

Non-motorized  recreational   use  would  continue  within  the  WSA  under  the 
Proposed  Action.     Visitation  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  30  to  45  visits  annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping 
and  rockhounding. 
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Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  two  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment, 
which  is  leased  by  one  permitee,  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of 
the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  55 
AUMs  for  cattle  and  54  AUMs  for  burros.  There  are  no  existing  or  proposed 
range  developments  in  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.     A 
1983  bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  one 
guzzler.     If  suitable  terrain  is  found,   the  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural 
slickrock  apron.     Should  natural   slickrock  not  be  found,  a  30'   by  50' 
camouflaged  corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.     Two  painted 
1,600  gallon  storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  the  guzzler. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All   3,456  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  and  existing  rights,  the  3,466  acres  of  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims 
existed  within  the  WSA. 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  mineral  resources  within  75  percent  (2,600  acres)  of  the  area 
and  moderate  potential  within  25  percent  (866  acres)  of  the  area  (GEM  1983). 
(See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  There  is  no  known  indication  of 
mineralization  within  the  WSA.  Exploration  for  and  development  of  potential 
locatable  minerals  are  not  projected  to  occur  regardless  of  designation. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  Presently,  no  oil 
and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  energy 
leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Neither  exploration  for  nor 
development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  projected 
to  occur  as  the  rock  structure  of  the  WSA  is  not  suitable  for  the  accumulation 
of  hydrocarbons. 
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Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving,   vehicle 
camping  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting,   trapping  and  rock  collecting.     This 
would  eliminate  about  8  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA.     No  recreation 
facilities  or  developments  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  30  to  60  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,   trapping,   rockhounding  and  nature 
study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  two  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment, 
which  is  leased  by  one  permitee,  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of 
the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  55 
AUMs  for  cattle  and  54  AUMs  for  burros.  There  are  no  existing  or  proposed 
range  developments  in  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  offers  potential  year  long  bighorn  sheep  habitat.     A 
1983  bighorn  sheep  release  plan  identified  release  sites  within  the  WSA. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  one 
guzzler.     If  suitable  terrain  is  found,   the  guzzler  would  utilize  a  natural 
slickrock  apron.     Should  natural   slickrock  not  be  found,   a  30'   by  50' 
camouflaged  corrugated  tin  apron  would  be  placed  on  the  ground.     Two  painted 
1,600  gallon  storage  tanks  would  be  associated  with  the  guzzler.     Construction 
and  yearly  maintenance  of  the  guzzler  would  be  done  with  non-motorized 
equipment. 
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TABLE  2-11 

SUWIARY  OF  IWACTS 
Jl^BO  SPRINGS  WSA 


WPfU 

TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTI ON/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Ippacts  on 
Wilderness 
Val ues 


No  long-term  negative  impacts  to  natural- 
ness qualities  would  occur  within  the 
Junbo  Springs  WSA  under  the  Proposed 
Action. 


Designation  of  the  Junbo  Springs  WSA 
would  preserve  the  less  than  out- 
standing opportunities  for  solitude 
and  primitive  unconfined  recreation. 
In  addition,  the  naturalness  values 
that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be  re- 
tained. 


N) 


N3 


R70E 


T20S 


norzth 


MILES 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (NO   WILDERNESS) 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

JUMBO  SPRINGS 
NV-050-236 


R70E 


T20S 


norzth 


MILES 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

JUMBO  SPRINGS 
NV-050-236 


NELLIS  ABC  (NV-050-04R-15) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  5,718  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  5,718  acres  of  the  Nellis  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral 
leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be  required  prior  to 
development.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims  existed  within  the  WSA. 

No  known  metallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic  conditions  are 
not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  entire  WSA  has  a 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel  deposits  (GEM 
1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  or  development  of 
potential  minerals  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  due  to  lack  of 
interest  and  prospecting  activity. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Nellis  ABC  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence 
of  oil  and  gas  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  geothermal 
resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Presently,  one  oil  and 
gas  lease  exists  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease  Map).  Exploration  for 
and  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  are  not 
projected  to  occur  as  the  WSA  shows  low  accumulation  for  hydrocarbons; 
exploratory  wells  drilled  outside  the  WSA  have  been  unsuccessful. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  remain  open  for 
motorized  recreational  use  as  directed  by  the  off-road  vehicle  designation 
(limited  use)  specified  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP) 
The  ORV  designation  restricts  high  speed  competitive  events  within  the  WSA. 
Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  120  to 
170  visits  annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  20  visits  annually.  It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  30  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting,  target  shooting  and 
horseback  riding. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Nellis  ABC  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Las  Vegas  Valley 
Allotment  (non-use).  Approximately  10  percent  of  the  Las  Vegas  Valley 
Allotment  is  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  Las  Vegas  Valley  Allotment  has  not 
been  actively  grazed  during  the  past  five  years  and  the  re-instatement  of 
active  use  is  not  projected.  There  are  no  existing  or  proposed  range 
developments  in  the  WSA. 
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Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,  extending  a  5  mile  width 
across  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  potential  users,  including  the  Western 
Utility  Group  ("Western  Regional  Corridor  Study"  -  1986).  It  is  projected 
that  five  500  kv  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and  two  fiber  optic  lines  and 
three  access  roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor. 
Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an 
estimated  175  acres  within  the  WSA. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  a  rail  line  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.  A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  transportation  corridor,  extending  the  7  mile 
width  of  the  WSA,  has  been  identified  by  the  Department  of  Energy.  It  is 
projected  that  a  rail  line  and  access  road  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile 
wide  transportation  corridor.  Construction  of  these  projected  developments 
would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  58  acres  within  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All  5,718  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Nell  is  ABC  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Alternative  Map) 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources  Action 

Subject  to  valid  and  existing  rights,  the  5,718  acres  of  the  Nellis  ABC  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims 
existed  within  the  WSA. 

No  known  metallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the  geologic  conditions  are 
not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals.  The  entire  WSA  has  a 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel  deposits  (GEM 
1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  and  development  of 
potential  mineral  resources  are  not  projected  to  occur  regardless  of 
designation. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Nell  is  ABC  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence 
of  oil  and  gas  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  geothermal 
resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Presently,  one  oil  and 
gas  lease  exists  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Lease  Map).  The  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  energy  leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Neither 
exploration  nor  development  of  potential  energy  resources  is  projected  to 
occur  as  the  WSA  shows  low  accumulation  for  hydrocarbons  and  exploratory  wells 
drilled  outside  the  area  have  proved  unsuccessful. 
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Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,   the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving  and  vehicular 
access  for  target  shooting  and  hunting.     This  would  eliminate  about  120  visits 
per  year  within  the  WSA.     Vehicular  use  would  continue  along  the  WSA's 
boundary  roads. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  20  to  40  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  target  shooting,  hunting  and  horseback 
riding. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Nellis  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Las  Vegas  Valley 
Allotment  (non-use).  Approximately  10  percent  of  the  Las  Vegas  Valley 
Allotment  is  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  Las  Vegas  Valley  Allotment  has  not 
been  actively  grazed  during  the  past  five  years  and  the  re-instatement  of 
active  use  is  not  projected.  There  are  no  existing  or  proposed  range 
developments  in  the  WSA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  potential  users,  would 
not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative.  The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not  occur  within 
the  WSA. 

A  possible  rail  line  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  the  Department  of 
Energy,  would  not  become  a  designated  transportation  corridor  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.  The  projected  development  of  a  rail  line  would  not 
occur  within  the  WSA. 
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TABLE  2-12 

SUWWRY  OF  INPACTS 
NELLIS  ABC  WSA 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Inpacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


i 

-si 

CD 


Inpacts 

on  Motorized 

Recreational 

Use 


Wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be 
inpacted  under  the  Proposed  Action.    The 
projected  development  of  utilities,  rail 
lines,  associated  access  routes,  and  in- 
creased cross  country  vehicle  use  would 
physically  disturb  an  estimated  258  acres 
within  the  WSA.    The  natural  perception 
of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the 
construction  of  utilities  (towers,  lines, 
roads)  and  rail  lines  across  the  land- 
scape.   The  less  than  outstanding  oppor- 
tunities for  solitude  and  primitive  rec- 
reation would  be  further  diminished  by 
the  audio  and  visual  distractions  from 
the  aforementioned  activities  occurring 
in  the  WSA.    Nondesignation  of  the  WSA 
could  adversely  affect  the  desert 
tortoise  population. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
frcm  nondesignation  as  the  entire  study 
area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in 
association  with  projected  utilities 
construction.    No  adverse  inpacts  to 
this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 


Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness  and  would  enhance  the 
protection  of  desert  tortoise. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  120  visits 
would  be  foregone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  inpacts  of  shifting  this 
use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 


TABLE  2-12  (Continued) 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


I 


Impacts  on 
Develop- 
ment of 
Utilities 


Inpacts  on 
Development 
of  a 
Rail  Line 


The  development  of  utilities  could  continue 
as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  reco- 
rrmended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation.   Mo  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses 
are  expected  to  occur. 

The  development  of  a  rail  line  could 
continue  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA 
being  reccmmended  nonsui table  for 
wilderness  designation.    No  adverse 
impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected 
to  occur. 


Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.    This  action 
would  incure  hardships  to  the  potential 
utility  users. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  a  rail  line.    This 
action  would  incure  hardships  on  the 
Department  of  Energy  and  any  other 
potential  users. 


NV-050-04R-15A 


R61E 

NV-050-04R-15B 


T19S 


raoisflb 


MILES 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (NO  WILDERNESS) 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

NELLIS 
N  V-050-04R- 1 5  A,  1 5B,  1 5C 


NV-050-04R-15A 


R61E 


NV-050-04R-15B 


T19S 


MILES 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  ALTERNATIVES 

NELLIS 
NV-050-04R- 1 5  A,  1 5B,  1 5C 


EVERGREEN  ABC  WSA  (NV-050-01R-16) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  2,694  acre  area  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation.  (See  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

The  2,694  acres  of  the  Evergreen  WSA  recommended  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  remain  open  to  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral 
leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity  examinations  would  not  be  required  prior  to 
development.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims  existed  within  the  WSA. 

No  known  metallic  and  nonmetallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the 
geologic  conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals 
(GEM  1983).  Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential  minerals  is  not 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  due  to  lack  of  interest,  absence  of  mining 
claims  and  prospecting  activity. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  At  present 
no  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  exploratory 
wells  have  been  drilled  within  the  WSA  or  in  nearby  areas.  Exploration  for  or 
development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas,  geothermal)  is  not 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  remain  open  for 
motorized  recreational  use  as  directed  by  the  Caliente  Resource  Area  ORV 
Designations  of  1984  (limited  use).  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected 
to  increase  from  an  estimated  35  to  60  visits  annually.  No  recreational 
facilities  exist  within  or  are  proposed  for  the  WSA. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  10  visits  annually.  It 
is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  15  visits  annually 
under  the  Proposed  Action.  Primary  uses  would  be  hunting  and  trapping. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Evergreen  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  Lower  Lake  East 
Allotment  (ephemeral)  and  the  Delamar  Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately 
four  percent  of  the  Lower  Lake  East  Allotment  and  less  than  one  percent  of  the 
Delamar  Allotment  are  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Lower  Lake  East 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  26  AUMs  for  cattle 
and  the  portion  of  the  Delamar  Allotment  would  utilize  an  estimated  30  AUMs. 


2-78 


Existing  range  developments  within  the  Evergreen  WSA  consist  of  one  small 
earthen  reservoir.     Maintenance  of  the  range  development  requires  occasional 
use  of  vehicles.     No  other  range  developments  exist  within  the  WSA  and  none 
are  proposed. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  utilities  within  the  WSA  could  be  developed.     A 
possible  route  for  a  designated  utility  corridor,   extending  the  9  mile  length 
of  the  WSA,   has  been  identified  by  potential   users,   including  the  Western 
Utility  Group  ("Western  Regional   Corridor  Study"   -  1986).     It  is  projected 
that  five  500  kv  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and  two  fiber  optic  lines  and 
three  access  roads  could  be  built  within  a  one  mile  wide  utility  corridor. 
Construction  of  these  projected  utilities  would  physically  disturb  an 
estimated  285  acres  within  the  WSA. 

One  right-of-way  issued  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation  for  a  sand 
and  gravel  material   site  is  located  within  the  WSA.     (See  Existing  Situation 
Map).     As  the  right-of-way  was  issued  in  perpetuity,   full   utilization  of  the 
material   site  is  projected  to  occur.     The  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel    from 
the  site  would  physically  disturb  a  total   of  30  acres.     No  other  rights-of-way 
for  material   sites  are  projected  for  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All   2,694  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Evergreen  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     (See  Alternative  Map). 

Non-Energy  Mineral  Resource  Actions 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  2,694  acres  of  the  Evergreen  WSA 
recommended  as  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  Validity 
examinations  would  be  conducted  on  any  mining  claims  located  within  the  WSA  at 
the  time  a  plan  of  operations  is  submitted.  As  of  1987,  no  mining  claims 
existed  within  the  WSA. 

No  known  metallic  and  nonrnetallic  minerals  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the 
geologic  conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals 
(GEM  1983).  Exploration  for  and  development  of  potential  mineral  resources 
are  not  projected  to  occur  regardless  of  designation. 

Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
geothermal  resources  (GEM  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  At  present 
no  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal  leases  exist  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  energy  leasing  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
Exploration  for  and  development  of  potential  energy  resources  (oil,  gas, 
geothermal)  is  not  projected  to  occur  regardless  of  designation. 
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Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   the  entire  WSA  would  be  closed  to  cross 
country  motorized  recreational   pursuits  such  as  off-road  vehicle  driving, 
vehicle  camping,  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  trapping.     This  would 
eliminate  about  35  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA.     Vehicular  use  would 
continue  along  the  WSA's  boundary  roads. 

Non-motorized  recreation  is  projected  to  increase  from  10  to  25  visits 
annually.     Primary  uses  would  be  hunting  and  nature  study. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

The  Evergreen  WSA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments,  Lower  Lake  East 
Allotment  (ephemeral)  and  the  Delamar  Allotment  (ephemeral).     Approximately 
four  percent  of  the  Lower  Lake  East  Allotment  and  less  than  one  percent  of  the 
Delamar  Allotment  are  within  the  WSA.     The  portion  of  the  Lower  Lake  East 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  would  utilize  an  estimated  26  AUMs  for  cattle 
and  the  portion  of  the  Delamar  Allotment  would  utilize  an  estimated  30  AUMs. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  Evergreen  WSA  consist  of  one  small 
earthen  reservoir.     Maintenance  of  the  range  development  may  require  the 
occasional   use  of  motorized  equipment.     Mo  other  range  developments  exist 
within  the  WSA  and  none  are  proposed. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

A  possible  utility  route  through  the  WSA  identified  by  potential   users,  would 
not  become  a  designated  utility  corridor  under  the  All   Wilderness 
Alternative.     The  projected  development  of  utilities  would  not  occur  within 
the  WSA. 

One  right-of-way  issued  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation  for  a  sand 
and  gravel  material    site  is  located  within  the  WSA.     As  the  right-of-way  was 
issued  in  perpetuity,   full   utilization  of  the  material   site  is  projected  to 
occur.     The  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel    from  the  sites  would  physically 
disturb  a  total   of  30  acres. 
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TABLE  2-13 

SUMMARY  OF  INPACTS 
EVERGREEN  ABC  WSA 


IWACT 
TOPIC 


Inpacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


I 


Inpacts 

on  Motorized 

Recreational 

Use 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


Wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  under  the  Proposed  Action.    The 
projected  development  of  utilities,  in- 
creased cross  country  vehicle  use  and 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  would  phy- 
sically disturb  approximately  322  acres 
within  the  WSA.    The  natural  perception 
of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by 
the  construction  of  utilities  (towers, 
lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape. 
The  less  than  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
would  be  further  diminished  by  the  audio 
and  visual  distractions  from  the  afore- 
mentioned activities  occurring  in  the 
WSA.    Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the 
desert  tortoise  population  could  occur 
under  the  Proposed  Action. 

Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit 
from  nondesignation  as  the  entire  study 
area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in 
association  with  projected  utilities 
construction.    No  adverse  impacts  to 
this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
preserve  values  of  naturalness  and  would 
enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 
Activities  related  to  the  authorized 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  un- 
authorized vehicle  use  would  impair 
naturalness  qualities  over  approximately 
32  acres  of  the  WSA. 


Motorized  recreational  use  of  30  visits 
would  be  foegone  annually  from  the 
WSA.    The  impacts  of  shifting  this 
use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 


TABLE  2-13  (Continued) 
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TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  on 
Develop- 
ment of 
Utilities 


Impacts  on 
Devel  oprrent 
of  Material 
Sites 


i 

QQ 

|\3 


Impacts 
on  Crucial 
Desert 
Tortoise 
Habitat 


Tne  development  of  utilities  could  con- 
tinue as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being 
recarmended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation.    No  adverse  impacts  to  these 
uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain 
open  to  the  development  of  material 
sites.    There  would  be  no  impact  on 
the  extraction  of  materials  from  the 
one  existing  material  site. 


Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts 
would  occur  to  the  2,694  acres  of  crucial 
desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within 
tie  WSA.    An  estimated  total  of  322  acres 
of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
(eleven  percent)  would  be  lost  to  the 
construction  of  utility  lines  and 
associated  access  routes,  extraction  of 
sand  and  gravel,  and  increasing  off-road 
vehicle  use. 


Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the 
development  of  utilities.    This  action 
would  incure  hardships  to  the  potential 
utility  users. 

Devel opment  of  material  sites  within 
the  WSA  would  not  be  adversely  impacted 
under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
Full  utilization  of  the  existing 
material  site  would  occur  under 
perpetuity  and  no  other  material  sites 
are  projected  to  be  developed. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative, 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would 
be  preserved  within  an  estimated  99 
percent  of  the  WSA.    Approximately 
32  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to 
the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and 
gravel  and  unauthorized  off- road 
vehicle  use. 
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LAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  NATURAL  AREA  (ISA) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness /No  Action  Alternative) 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  the  entire  12,316  acre  ISA  as  nonsui table  for 
wilderness  designation.   (See  Alternative  Map). 

Mineral  and  Energy  Resource  Actions 

The  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area  was  place  under  mineral  segregation 
on  May  25,  1968.  This  closed  the  area  to  all  forms  of  mineral  leasing  and 
mining  laws.  There  are  no  claims  within  the  ISA. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

The  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area  ISA  would  continue  to  be  open  for 
motorized  recreational  use.  The  current  use  of  50  visits  annually  is 
projected  to  increase  to  100  visits  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  currently  estimated  at  200  visits  annually. 
It  is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  to  an  estimated  340  visits 
annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.  This  use  consists  primarily  of  hunting 
for  big  game  and  upland  birds. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

Livestock  (cattle  and  sheep)  are  grazed  in  two  allotments  within  the  ISA.  The 
soldier  Meadows  Allotment  includes  12,156  acres  of  the  ISA  and  accounts  for 
approximately  400  Amis  of  use.  Grazing  use  has  been  excluded  from  the  2,410 
acre  exclosure  located  within  the  allotment.  Grazing  use  is  expected  to 
continue  to  be  excluded  from  the  exclosure  to  protect  the  Lahontan  cutthroat 
trout  habitat.  Grazing  use  within  the  allotment  is  not  expected  to  change. 
The  Paiute  Meadows  Allotment  covers  160  acres  of  the  ISA  and  accounts  for  10 
AUMs  of  grazing  use.  Tnis  use  is  expected  to  remain  the  same  in  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Maintenance  of  existing  range  developments,  consisting  of  one  reservoir,  a 
developed  spring  and  the  exclosure  fence,  would  be  accomplished  as  needed, 
using  motorized  equipment.  It  is  estimated  that  this  would  be  required  once 
every  two  to  five  years.  No  new  projects  are  planned  for  either  of  the 
allotments. 

Wildlife  Management  Actions 

In  1973,  what  is  now  the  ISA  was  designated  as  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout 
Natural  Area.  The  purpose  of  the  natural  area  designation  was  to  provide 
management  to  protect  the  spawning  grounds  of  the  Lahontan  cutthroat  trout,  a 
species  of  fish  rated  as  threatened  on  the  Federal  Threatened  and  Endangered 
Species  List.  A  habitat  management  plan  (HMP)  was  developed  which  included 
several  protective  developments.  About  twenty  percent  (2,410  acres)  of  the 
ISA  around  Mahogany  Creek  was  fenced  to  exclude  livestock  from  the  stream's 
headwaters .  Three  cattleguards  were  used  to  replace  the  gates  in  the 
Exclosure.  Gabions  were  placed  in  Pole  Creek  and  Summer  Camp  Creek  to  repair 
head  cutting  and  a  road  crossing.  Two  fish  passes  were  built  to  help  the 
trout  reach  their  spawning  grounds  and  water  bars  were  constructed  on  roads. 
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A  five  acre  exclosure  with  a  cattleguard  was  also  constructed  around  the 
Horseshoe  Bend  meadow.  Continued  management  would  be  oriented  towards  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  fisheries  and  riparian  habitat. 
Maintenance  of  these  projects  would  be  accomplished  with  hand  tools  and 
occassional  motorized  access.  No  new  projects  are  projected. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Private  lands  in  the  ISA  total  1,256  acres  and  are  situated  in  five  different 
parcels.  Access  presently  exists  along  bladed  and  maintained  roads  to  four  of 
the  parcels.  It  is  projected  that  the  private  land  owner  of  the  fifth  parcel 
would  exercise  his  right  to  access  to  his  land.  A  50  foot  right-of-way  would 
be  issued  for  access  to  the  private  parcel.  Approximately  one-tenth  of  a  mile 
of  bladed  access  would  be  required,  physically  disturbing  about  one-half  acre 
total. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

All  12,316  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area 
ISA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.   (See 
Alternative  Map). 

Mineral  and  Energy  Resource  Actions 

As  a  result  of  the  1968  mineral  segregation,  the  ISA  is  closed  to  all  forms  of 
appropriation  under  the  mineral  leasing  and  mining  laws.  This  would  continue 
under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 

Recreation  Management  Actions 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  ISA  would  be  closed  to  cross  country 
motorized  recreational  pursuits,  including  off -road  vehicle  sightseeing, 
vehicle  camping  and  vehicular  access  for  hunting  and  rockhounding.  Vehicular 
use  would  continue  on  the  22  miles  of  cherrystemmed  roads.  Closure  would 
eliminate  about  five  visits  per  year  within  the  ISA.  Use  of  the  cherrystemmed 
routes  is  projected  to  increase  from  50  visits  annually  to  about  90  visits 
annually. 

Non-motorized  recreation  would  continue  to  increase  from  200  visits  annually 
to  about  340  visits  in  the  foreseeable  future.  This  use  is  primarily  from  big 
game  and  upland  bird  hunters. 

Grazing  Management  Actions 

Livestock  (cattle  and  sheep)  are  grazed  in  two  allotments  within  the  ISA.  The 
soldier  Meadows  Allotment  includes  12,156  acres  of  the  ISA  and  accounts  for 
approximately  400  AUMs  of  use.  Grazing  use  has  been  excluded  from  the  2,410 
acre  exclosure  located  within  the  allotment.  Grazing  use  in  this  allotment  is 
not  expected  to  change.  The  Paiute  Meadows  Allotment  covers  160  acres  of  the 
ISA  and  accounts  for  10  AUMs  of  grazing  use.  This  use  is  expected  to  remain 
the  same  in  the  foreseeable  future. 
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Wildlife  Management  Actions 

Wildlife  management  would  be  oriented  toward  maintaining  and  improving  the 
Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout  habitat.  Maintenance  of  developments  would  be  done 
with  hand  tools.  Vehicle  use  off  existing  cherry stemmed  roads  would  not  be 
allowed.  No  new  wildlife  developments  are  projected  for  the  ISA. 

Realty  Management  Actions 

Private  lands  in  the  ISA  total   1,256  acres  and  are  situated  in  five  different 
parcels.     Access  presently  exists  along  bladed  and  maintained  roads  to  four  of 
the  parcels.     It  is  projected  that  the  private  land  owner  of  the  fifth  parcel 
would  exercise  his  right  to  access  his  land.     A  20  foot  right-of-way  would  be 
issued  for  access  to  the  private  parcel.     Approximately  one-tenth  of  a  mile  of 
access  would  be  required.     The  minimum  width  necessary  for  development  would 
be  used,  physically  disturbing  up  to  a  total   of  two-tenths  of  an  acre. 
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TABLE  2-14 

SUWWRY  OF  IMPACTS 
LAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  ISA 


IMPACT 
TOPIC 


PROPOSED  ACTION/NO  WILDERNESS 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


ro 
I 

00 


Impacts  on 
Wilderness 
Values 


Inpacts 
on  Motorized 
Recreational 
Use 


The  marginal  wilderness  values  of  the  ISA 
would  be  further  reduced  by  the  increase 
in  motorized  use  within  the  area.    The 
special  feature  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
trout  would  not  be  affected.    Existing 
management  would  continue  to  protect  the 
trout  habitat. 


There  would  be  no  impact  on  motorized 
recreational  use. 


Designation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness 
would  benefit  the  values  of  naturalness 
and  solitude  by  the  preclusion  of  off- 
road,  cross  country  travel  within  the 
ISA.    However,  overall  wilderness  values 
would  remain  low.    The  special  feature 
of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout  would 
be  preserved. 

The  inpacts  to  motorized  recreational 
use  would  be  negligible,  eliminating 
less  than  10  percent  of  the  existing 
use. 


Inpacts  on 

Lahontan 

Cutthroat 

Trout 

Habitat 


There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  Lahontan 
Cutthroat  Trout  habitat. 


There  would  be  no  impact  to  the 
Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  habitat 
from  the  designation  of  the  ISA  as 
Wilderness. 
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Affected  Environment 


CHAPTER  3 


AFFECTED  ENVIRONMENT 

MARBLE  CANYON  WSA  (NV-040-086) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  lies  directly  north  of  Mt..  Moriah,  within  White  Pine 
County,  Nevada,  approximately  300  miles  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  and  Las 
Vegas,  Nevada.  The  WSA  contains  19,150  acres  of  public  land  and  is 
approximately  5  miles  long  and  8  miles  wide.  Topographically,  the  study  area 
is  a  complex  array  of  canyons,  jumbled  peaks,  and  drainages,  dotted  with 
juniper,  pinyon  pine  and  mountain  mahogany.  The  highest  point  in  the  area, 
Thunder  Mountain  (9,331  feet),  is  located  on  a  long  ridge  that  crosses  the 
study  area's  center.  The  ridge  supports  Douglas  fir,  white  fir,  bristlecone 
pine  and  limber  pine.  Access  to  the  WSA  is  provided  by  three  dirt  boundary 
roads  and  4  miles  of  cherry stemmed  roads.  There  are  no  private  or  State  lands 
within  the  WSA. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  majority  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  is  in  an  extremely  natural   condition. 
Within  the  WSA  itself,   evidence  of  man's  activities  is  minimal.     Much  of  the 
area  is  rugged  and  has  impeded  development  attempts  by  man.     In  an  area  of 
over  19,000  acres,  man-made  intrusions  include  a  1-mile  fence  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  area,   an  abandoned  concrete  trough  in  Christmas  Canyon  and  a 
corral    at  the  mouth  of  a  drainage  within  Marble  Canyon. 

Three  short  ways,   each  totaling  less  than  1   mile,   and  four  cherrystemmed  roads 
totalling  3  miles  are  located  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA.     The 
presence  of  the  roads  and  ways  along  the  eastern  bench  detracts  \/ery  little 
from  the  naturalness  of  the  area.     In  addition,  one  short  cherrystemmed  road 
accesses  a  seep  at  the  base  of  Thunder  Mountain  on  the  south-central   plateau 
of  the  WSA.     Naturalness  is  relatively  unaffected  by  the  presence  of  the 
road. 

In  the  past,  minor  quarrying  fro  marble  has  taken  place  along  Marble  and  Bars 
Canyons.     Several    small   quarry  scars  and  areas  of  blasted  rubble  exist  in 
these  rocky  canyons.     These  disturbances  are  visible  only  in  their  immediate 
vicinity  and  essentially  blend  in  with  natural    surroundings.     In  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  WSA  a  small   mining  audit  was  blasted.     Aside  from  these 
intrusions,   the  area  appears  to  be  untrammeled  by  man  and  his  works. 
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Solitude 

The  rugged  topographic  features  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  insure  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude.  The  northern  and  central  region  of  the  WSA  is 
characterized  by  sparsely  forested  plateaus  and  divides  cut  by  massive 
canyons.  The  impressive  Bars  Canyon,  slices  through  the  unit  and  its 
limestone  and  marble  walls  drop  nearly  800  feet  to  the  canyon's  floor.  Major 
side  canyons  equally  as  deep  branch  off  and  wander  for  additional  miles.  Each 
turn  of  these  tortuous  canyons  isolate  the  visitor  further  and  further.  The 
cliffs  are  pocketed  with  shelter  caves,  expansive  ledges,  and  huge  natural 
amphitheaters.  Other  major  canyons,  including  Marble  and  Coyote  Canyons,  have 
similar  topographic  isolation. 

Vegetative  screening  varies  throughout  the  WSA.  Pockets  of  white  fir,  Douglas 
fire,  bristlecone  pine,  limber  pine  and  mountain  mahogany  are  found  at  higher 
elevations  on  most  of  the  ridges  within  the  WSA. 

Opportunities  for  a  visitor  to  find  a  secluded  spot  are  dependent  on 
topographic  and  vegetative  screening.  The  deeply  incised  terrain  and  dense 
vegetative  screening  of  the  northern,  central  and  eastern  regions  of  the  WSA 
create  the  best  locales  for  experiencing  a  sense  of  solitude  and  seclusion. 
The  broad,  low-sage  covered  plateau,  nestled  between  the  two  main  arms  of  Bar 
Canyon  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  study  area,  and  the  sparsely  vegetated 
east  bench  are  the  only  areas  where  opportunities  for  solitude  would  be 
diminished. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Recreational  opportunities  in  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  are  yery   good  and  quite 
varied,  but  are  not  considered  outstanding.  Most  recreational  use  would  be 
concentrated  along  the  two  main  canyons  (Bar  and  Marble  Canyons),  the  forested 
ridgelines,  and  the  sage  plateau  of  the  southwest  portion.  Access  by  dirt  and 
gavel  roads  from  the  north,  east  and  western  boundaries  would  be  limited  to 
direr  months  of  the  year. 

Camping,  hiking,  cave  exploration,  climbing,  and  horseback  opportunities  are 
excellent  within  the  major  canyons.  Sandy  canyon  bottoms  provide  travel 
routes  to  numerous  scenic  camping  spots  and  shelter  caves.  For  more  hardy 
explorers,  the  tremendous  range  of  cliff  faces  afford  innumerable  climbing 
opportunities.  The  canyon  rims  offer  protected  pockets  of  coniferous  forests 
as  cool,  moist  retreats  from  the  canyon's  heat. 

Wildlife  related  recreational  activities  such  as  bird  watching,  wildlife 
studies,  photography,  hunting  and  trapping  are  all  good.  The  cliffs  host 
populations  of  raptors,  including  golden  eagles,  red-tailed  hawks  and  great 
horned  owls,  as  well  as  numerous  smaller  birds  such  as  swallows,  chickadees 
and  towhees.  A  variety  of  mammals,  including  ringtail  cats,  mountain  lions, 
Rocky  Mountain  bighorn  sheep,  antelope,  and  kit  foxes  can  be  seen  in  the  WSA. 
Photographic  subject  matter  ranges  from  dramatic  rock  arches  and  gnarled 
bristlecone  pines  to  stooping  prairie  falcons  and  ancient  pictographs.  The 
overall  character  of  the  study  area  is  scenic,  providing  several  types  of 
landscapes  suitable  for  a  variety  of  recreational  uses. 
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Supplemental  Values 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  contains  several  supplemental  values.  Ecologically,  the 
area  supports  abundant  bird  populations  and  was  the  historical  range  for  the 
peregrine  falcon,  although  none  have  been  documented  within  the  WSA. 
Bristlecone  pines,  in  all  forms  and  all  ages,  grow  along  the  high  central 
ridge. 

Unique  geologic  features  enhance  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  review  area. 
Deep  canyons  several  folded  and  metamorphosed  limestone  drop  precipitously  to 
the  canyon  floors. 

The  entire  Marble  Canyon  WSA  is  considered  moderately  sensitive  for  cultural 
resources.  Cultural  resource  values  identified  within  the  WSA  include  Late 
Prehistoric  Fremont  and  Numic  pictographs,  rock  shelters  and  open  campsites. 

Mineral  Resources 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  is  the  northern  terminus  of  the  massive  Snake  Range. 
Thrusted  Paleozoic  marine  sediments  are  flanked  by  Tertiary  volcanic  outcrops 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  WSA  and  alluvial  materials  to  the  east,  north 
and  west.  The  predominant  rock  type  in  the  area  is  limestone,  locally 
metamorphosed  into  marble. 

The  entire  Marble  Canyon  WSA  is  classified  as  having  a  low  favorability  for 
metallic  minerals.  There  are  no  known  metal ic  mineral  deposits  in  the  WSA. 
The  northeast  portion  of  the  WSA  has  been  rated  as  having  a  moderate  to  high 
potential  for  marble.  This  includes  approximately  1,915  acres  with  high 
potential  for  marble  and  about  5,745  acres  with  moderate  potential.  (See 
Mineral  Favorability  and  Mining  Claims  Maps.)  Currently  26  mining  claims  are 
located  within  the  WSA.  Eighteen  of  the  claims  are  placer  claims  for  marble, 
located  in  the  north-central  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  marble  is  considered  to 
be  low  grade,  suitable  for  crushing  or  use  as  decorative  stone.  Minor 
quarrying  has  taken  place  in  the  past,  however,  there  is  no  recorded 
production  of  marble  within  the  WSA.  (GEM,  1983). 

Energy  Resources 

No  known  oil  and  gas,  geothermal ,  uranium  or  thorium  deposits  occur  within  the 
WSA  (GEM,  1983).  There  are  no  existing  or  pending  oil,  gas  or  geothermal 
leases  in  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Traditional  forms  of  recreation  such  as  sightseeing,  camping,  and  hunting 
occur  within  the  WSA.  This  use  is  estimated  to  be  25  visits  annually.  Access 
by  dirt  and  gravel  roads  is  limited  to  the  drier  months  of  the  year. 
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Livestock  Grazing 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  three  grazing  allotments,  each  leased  by  one 
permittee.  Approximately  5  percent  of  the  Muncy  Creek  Allotment  is  located 
within  the  WSA,  which  is  grazed  year-round  with  an  active  preference  of  12,384 
AUMs  for  its  entirety.  Twenty-one  percent  of  the  Smith  Creek  Allotment  occurs 
within  the  WSA  and  is  grazed  fall -spring  with  3,989  AUMs  of  use  for  the  entire 
allotment.  The  Devil's  Gate  Allotment  is  grazed  winter-spring  with  1,810  AUMs 
administered  in  the  Nevada  portion. 

Current  grazing  levels  within  these  three  allotments  are  not  expected  to 
change  in  the  future.  Existing  range  improvements  within  the  Marble  Canyon 
WSA  include  1  mile  of  fence,  a  small  corral  and  abandoned  cement  trough. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  Marble  Canyon  WSA  provides  approximately  16,000  acres  of  bighorn  sheep 
winter  habitat.  The  eastern  bench  of  the  unit  is  key  pronghorn  antelope 
winter  range.  As  mentioned  in  the  recreation  section  above,  the  area  provides 
excellent  habitat  for  raptors.  Numerous  game  birds  such  as  blue  grouse,  sage 
grouse  and  chukars  are  also  present.  In  addition  to  antelope,  mule  deer  and 
Rocky  Mountain  bighorn  sheep,  there  is  the  potential  for  elk  to  migrate  into 
the  WSA  from  the  south. 

Lands  and  Realty 

There  are  no  parcels  of  private  land  located  adjacent  to  or  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  WSA.  The  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  is  contiguous  with  the 
Mori  ah  Unit  of  the  Humboldt  National  Forest. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

There  are  no  threatened  or  endangered  species  found  within  the  WSA.  There  is 
a  State  listed  sensitive  species,  Mori  ah  penstemon  (Penstemon  moriahensis) 
found  near  the  WSA.  This  species  may  also  occur  within  the  WSA  as  well , 
though  it  has  not  been  documented. 

Cultural  Resources 

The  entire  Marble  Canyon  WSA  is  considered  moderately  sensitive  for  cultural 
resources.  Cultural  resource  values  identified  within  the  WSA  include  Late 
Prehistoric  Fremont  and  Numic  pictographs,  rock  shelters  and  open  campsites. 
No  formal  cultural  resource  inventories  have  been  conducted  in  the  WSA. 

Water  Sources 

No  comprehensive  water  inventory  has  been  conducted  in  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA. 
Several  seeps  have  been  developed  in  the  area  and  additional  intermittent 
seeps  can  be  found  along  canyon  walls. 
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FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.   1,  2  and  3  (NV-050-201,  216  and  217) 

General  Characteristics 

These  three  WSAs  form  a  consolidated  strip  of  land  along  the  U.S.   Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  (USFWS)  Desert  National   Wildlife  Range.     Because  the  three 
units  comprise  one  larger,  cohesive  area,   they  are  discussed  jointly  here. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   1,2  and  3  run  in  a  long,  narrow  strip  between  the  USFWS 
Desert  National   Wildlife  Range  and  U.S.   Hwy.   93,   about  35  miles  north  of  Las 
Vegas.     As  a  total   unit,  the  area  is  about  45  miles  long  and  three  miles  wide 
at  its  widest  point.     Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   1   contains  11,090  acres,  No.   2 
contains  17,242  acres  and  No.   3  contains  22,002  acres,   totalling  50,334  acres 
of  public  land.     Most  of  the  area  consists  of  flat,  gently  sloping  bajadas 
extending  from  the  west  to  the  eastern  boundary  at  U.S.   Hwy.   93.     The  only 
mountain  range,  the  Las  Vegas  Range,  occurs  in  the  central   portion  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife  No.   2.     These  are  low  mountains,  elevations  range  from  2,000  to  4,560 
feet,  with  typical   Great  Basin  shrub  type  vegetation.     This  includes  Yucca, 
cactus  and  Joshua  trees.     There  are  two  shelter  caves  found  in  the  area.     Low 
lying  intermittent  buttes  and  hills,  plus  the  mountain  range  provide  the  only 
diversity  found  in  the  area. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  areas  are  primarily  natural  with  few  man-made  intrusions.  There  are  9 
ways  which  extend  into  the  area  from  the  eastern  and  southern  boundaries.  The 
majority  of  these  ways  (12.9  miles)  occur  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA. 
There  are  two  wells  which  have  been  abandoned  in  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1 
WSA,  and  one  in  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3.  These  are  all  substantially 
unnoticeable  in  the  area  as  a  whole.  In  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3,  there  are 
three  existing  material  sites  with  rights-of-way  and  one  material  site  within 
Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3,  all  issued  to  the  Nevada  State  Department  of 
Transportation  for  sand  and  gravel.  To  date  no  use  of  these  sites  has 
occurred,  however,  if  use  were  to  occur,  naturalness  would  be  disturbed  in  the 
area. 

Solitude 

The  size  of  the  WSAs  are  such  that  each  provides  opportunities  for  solitude. 
The  three  units  together  provide  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude. 
Opportunities  are  somewhat  limited  due  to  the  configuration  of  the  units,  and 
are  primarily  found  in  the  central  core  area,  away  from  Hwy.  93  and  the  ways 
found  in  the  southern  end.  The  topography  and  vegetation  provide  for  minimal 
screening. 
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Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Recreational  opportunities  in  the  unit  are  fair  for  such  activities  as 
horseback  riding,  hiking,  camping,  nature  study  and  sightseeing.  All  of  the 
areas  provide  easy  access  for  these  activities,  however  there  are  limited 
areas  of  interest  or  destination  points  within  the  unit.  The  Las  Vegas  Range 
in  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  would  most  likely  be  the  destination  point.  Other 
visits  could  be  riders  passing  through  the  area  to  reach  the  Desert  National 
Wildlife  Range.  Areas  of  interest  to  visitors  for  hiking  and  sightseeing 
would  be  the  shelter  caves  found  in  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  and  3  and  the 
bighorn  sheep  in  the  Hidden  Valley  area.  Primitive  recreational  use  for  the 
combined  study  areas  is  estimated  to  be  60  visits  annually. 

Supplemental  Values 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  and  3  supports  a  small  heard  of  bighorn  sheep  in  the 
Las  Vegas  Range  and  Hidden  Valley  area.  Approximately  80  -  90  sheep  inhabit 
these  areas. 

Two  sensitive  species,  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of  Threatened 
and  Endangered  Species",  have  been  identified  within  the  WSAs.  One  variety  of 
penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp.  bicolor)  and  the  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus 
agassizii)  are  included  as  Category  2  (Watch)  listings  on  the  Federal  Register. 

Cultural  resources  include  several  sites  consisting  of  lithic  scatters,  a  rock 
alignment,  some  points  and  flakes  and  midden.  The  most  important  of  the  sites 
is  Flaherty  Shelter  Cave.  This  cave  was  excavated  in  1969  and  1972  by  the 
University  of  Nevada,  Las  Vegas  field  classes  and  has  been  dated  back  to  10 
B.C.  None  of  these  areas  are  currently  listed  on  the  National  Register  and 
there  are  no  plans  to  list  them  in  the  near  future. 

Mineral  Resources 

The  entire  unit  has  no  known,  or  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
precious  metal ic  mineral  (GEM,  1983).  There  are  four  mining  claims  which 
occur  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA.  (See 
Mineral  Favorability  and  Mining  Claims  Maps).  To  date,  no  development  has 
taken  place  on  any  of  these. 

The  are  does  have  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel 

(GEM,  1983).  However,  the  favorability  of  these  materials  closer  to  the  Las 

Vegas  market  has  not  created  sufficient  demand  to  make  these  deposits  of  value 
for  commercial  exploitation. 

Energy  Resources 

The  entire  unit  has  low  to  moderate  potential  for  oil  and  gas  or  geothermal 
resources  (GEM,  1983).  There  are  no  active  leases  in  any  of  the  three  WSAs. 
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Recreation  Values 

All  of  this  area  has  received  off-road  vehicle  use  in  the  past.  Most  use  is 
concentrated  in  washes  and  along  existing  ways.  The  powerline  road  which 
skirts  the  far  southern  end  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  has  been  used  in  the 
past  as  part  of  the  Mint  400  ORV  race  course.  Most  of  this  use  occurs  along 
the  boundaries  of  the  study  areas,  and  will  likely  continue.  Total  motorized 
recreational  use  in  the  study  areas  amounts  to  about  180  visits  per  year. 
There  are  no  developed  recreation  sites  within  the  area  and  none  are  planned 
to  be  completed. 

Livestock  Grazing 

The  three  WSAs  within  this  unit  have  existing  grazing  use  within  three 
allotments.  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  and  2  contain  the  combined  portions  of 
the  Arrow  Canyon  Allotment  located  in  Fish  and  Wildlife  NO.  1  and  2,  utilizes 
an  estimated  60  AUMs.  The  Dry  Lake  allotment  has  a  small  portion  in  Fish  and 
Wildlife  No.  3  (about  seven  percent).  It  utilized  an  estimated  14  AUMs  total 
for  the  allotment.  Portions  of  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  and  3  are  located 
within  the  Pittman  Well  Allotment,  which  has  not  been  grazed  in  over  five 
years.  Each  of  these  allotments  is  leased  by  one  permittee.  There  are  no 
range  developments  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  AMPs  for  these  allotments  and 
no  future  developments  are  planned. 

Wildlife  Resources 

Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  and  3  both  contain  bighorn  sheep  winter  habitat.  This 
is  concentrated  along  the  Las  Vegas  Range  and  in  Hidden  Valley.  Resident 
herds  number  about  80  -  90  animals. 

The  combined  study  area,  excluding  the  mountain  range,  has  been  identified  as 
crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat.  There  are  no  existing  wildlife  habitat 
improvements  within  the  study  areas. 

Lands  and  Realty 

The  Western  Regional  Corridor  Study  completed  for  Nevada  in  1986  has 
identified  a  good  portion  of  the  unit  for  a  possible  utility  corridor.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  No  1  and  3  have  material  sites  with  rights-of-way  issued  to  the 
Nevada  Department  of  Transportation.  There  are  no  private  land  holdings 
within  the  unit. 

The  area  does  have  moderate  potential  for  sand  and  gravel  deposits.  Four 
rights-of-way  for  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  were  issued  to  the  Nevada 
Department  of  Transportation  for  road  maintenance.  These  rights-of-way  were 
issued  prior  to  1976  and  may  be  utilized  in  perpetuity.  However,  the 
availability  of  these  materials  closer  to  the  Las  Vegas  market  has  not  created 
sufficient  demand  to  make  these  deposits  of  value  for  commercial 
exploitation. 
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Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

Two  sensitive  species,  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of  Threatened 
and  Endangered  Species",  have  been  identified  within  the  WSAs.  One  variety  of 
penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp.  bicolor)  and  the  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus 
agassizii)  are  included  as  Category  2  (Watch)  listings  on  the  Federal  Register. 

Cultural  Resources 

There  are  several  cultural  sites  found  within  study  areas.  These  are  mostly 
lithic  scatters,  a  rock  alignment  and  points  and  flakes.  The  Flaherty  Shelter 
Cave,  which  has  been  dated  back  to  10  B.C.,  is  found  in  Fish  and  Wildlife  No. 
2.  None  of  these  sites  have  been  nominated  to  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places. 

Water  Sources 

There  are  no  perennial  or  intermittent  springs  or  streams  in  the  WSAs. 
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LIME  CANYON  WSA  (NV-050-231) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  is  located  east  of  the  Overton  Arm  portion  of  Lake  Mead 
and  northwest  of  Gold  Butte  in  Clark  County,  Nevada.  The  total  acres  within 
the  unit  amount  to  35,518;  34,680  acres  of  public  land  and  838  acres  of 
private  inholdings. 

The  Old  Gold  Butte  Road  forms  the  northern  and  eastern  boudaries  of  the  unit, 
the  southern  boundary  follows  a  road,  drainage  and  contour  lines.  The  unit 
lies  along  the  western  boundary  of  the  National  Park  Service  Lake  Mead 
National  Recreation  Area.  At  its  widest  point  the  WSA  is  7  miles,  tapering  to 
2.5  miles  at  the  northern  end.  It  approaches  13  miles  long. 

Topographically,  the  unit  consists  of  small,  rugged  drainages,  gently  rolling 
hills,  two  paralleling  ridgelines,  a  narrow  canyon  and  several  wide,  sandy 
washes.  Lime  Ridge  offers  outstanding  scenic  vistas  of  Lake  Mead  to  the  south 
and  west  and  the  Muddy  Mountains  beyond  the  National  Recreation  Area.  Lime 
Canyon  offers  colorful  rock  stratas  and  dynamic  geologic  formations.  Historic 
faulting  and  erosion  have  exposed  a  variety  of  sediment  deposits  throughout 
the  unit. 

Access  to  the  WSA  is  provided  by  well  traveled  roads  and  12.7  miles  of  ways, 
mostly  located  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  unit. 

The  study  area  contains  noncrucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  along  the  western 
boundary.  Vegetation  is  typical  of  Mojave  Desert  type  with  some  intermittent 
areas  of  Joshua  trees. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  most  pristine  portion  of  the  WSA  occurs  in  the  central  portion  along  the 
ridges  and  in  the  canyons.  In  this  part  of  the  study  area  there  are  no 
man-made  intrusions. 

Along  the  boundaries  and  lower  portions  of  the  WSA,  there  are  several 
intrusions.  Eight  ways  extend  into  the  WSA  for  a  total  of  12.7  miles.  The 
longest  occurs  across  the  bajada  and  wide  washes  in  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  unit.  A  short  fenceline  crosses  the  eastern  boundary  at  about  the  center 
of  the  unit,  and  another  crosses  at  the  eastern  corner  near  Gold  Butte.  A 
short  gap  fence  crosses  the  mouth  of  Lime  Canyon.  Two  upland  game  bird 
guzzlers  and  an  earthen  reservoir  are  found  in  the  southern  and  eastern 
fringes  of  the  WSA. 
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Solitude 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  provides  a  large  diversity  of  topography  which  ranges  from 
small,  rugged  drainages  to  gently  rolling  hills.  Two  paralleling  ridge  lines 
extend  the  length  of  the  WSA  to  the  narrow  canyon  and  several  wide  washes  on 
the  edge  of  the  unit.  This  provides  excellent  topographical  screening.  The 
central  and  northern  portion  (10,000  acres)  provides  the  maximum  topographic 
screening  and  secluded  areas  where  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude 
occur.  The  most  prominent  secluded  areas  occur  along  Lime  Ridge,  which 
dissects  the  length  of  the  WSA.  Excellent  opportunities  also  exist  in  Lime 
Canyon. 

Vegetation  within  the  unit  is  typical  of  the  Mojave  Desert,  including  cactus, 
creosote,  ephemeral  grasses,  scattered  Joshua  trees  and  yucca  plants.  The  low 
growing  vegetation  provides  nominal  screening,  except  along  the  eastern 
boundary  where  intermittent  stands  of  Joshua  provide  better  screening. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

There  are  numerous  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreational 
activities,  including  day  hikes,  backpacking,  nature  study,  hunting  and 
photography.  Outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  occur  mostly 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  study  area  along  the  major  ridgelines,  canyons, 
drainages  and  rolling  hills.  The  greatest  variety  of  topography,  wildlife  and 
points  of  interest  are  located  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA.  Hiking  or 
backpacking  into  Lime  Ridge  would  provide  outstanding  experiences  by  offering 
varying  degrees  of  difficulty  plus  scenic  and  wildlife  views. 

Photographically,  the  unit  provides  a  variety  of  subject  matter  from  wildlife 
to  colorful  geologic  formations  and  scenic  vistas  of  Lake  Mead  and  the 
surrounding  area.  Hunting  opportunities  are  also  available  for  upland  game 
birds,  particularly  Gambel's  quail. 

Supplemental  Values 

Lime  Ridge  and  the  attendant  Lime  Canyon  offer  unique  scenic  and  geologic 
features.  The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the 
"Federal  Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch), 
has  been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

Mineral  Resources 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  has  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
non-metallic  minerals.  There  currently  are  three  undeveloped  patented  mining 
claims  (838  acres)  within  the  VISA,  all  for  gypsum.  There  is  low  favorability 
for  precious  and  base  metals  (GEM,  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

Abundant  deposits  of  paleozoic  limestone  and  dolomite  have  low  development 
potential.  Similar  deposits  closer  to  markets  make  these  deposits  of  lower 
value.  There  are  small  deposits  of  uranium  reported  within  the  WSA.  There  is 
a  total  of  five  lode  claims  located  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map). 
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Energy  Resources 

The  potential  for  hydrocarbon  occurrence  is  considered  low  within  the  WSA 
(GEM,  1983).  No  wells  have  been  drilled  in  the  area,  and  there  are  no 
existing  leases  within  the  WSA.  However  exploratory  drilling  activity  is 
occuring  outside  the  WSA  to  the  east  near  Tramp  Ridge. 

Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  sites  within  the  WSA.  Motorized 
recreational  use  is  currently  "limited"  as  designated  through  the  Clark  County 
Management  Framework  Plan.  This  use  accounts  for  300  visits  annually  in  the 
WSA. 

Primitive  recreation  use  such  as  hiking,  backpacking,  hunting  and  sightseeing, 
occur  within  the  WSA.  Access  is  provided  by  well  maintained  roads  and  ways. 
About  120  visits  annually  are  attributed  to  primitive  recreation. 

Livestock  Grazing 

The  Lime  Canyon  WSA  lies  within  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment.  About  20  percent  of 
the  allotment  is  contained  within  the  WSA  boundary.  The  portion  of  the 
allotment  located  within  the  WSA  is  utilizes  an  estimated  218  AUMs  of  use  for 
cattle  and  an  estimated  219  AUMS  for  burros.  One  permittee  leases  the 
allotment.  Range  developments  associated  with  the  allotment  include  two 
fencelines,  one  developed  spring  and  a  small  earthen  reservoir;  all  located  in 
the  southern  and  eastern  edges  of  the  WSA. 

The  WSA  also  lies  within  the  Gold  Butte  Herd  Area  for  wild  horses  and  burros. 
Wildlife  Resources 

The  WSA  provides  excellent  habitat  for  GambeVs  quail.  Two  bird  guzzlers  have 
been  installed  in  the  WSA  in  support  of  those  game  species. 

A  1983  Site  Release  Plan  identified  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  as  a  potential  release 
site  for  bighorn  sheep.  Three  water  guzzlers  are  planned  for  development 
within  the  WSA  to  support  the  ^introduction  of  the  sheep.  A  combined 
wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  which  will  include  key  species  of  deer, 
desert  tortoise,  bighorn  sheep  and  quail  is  planned  for  the  Gold  Butte  area  in 
1988. 

There  is  noncrucial  habitat  for  desert  tortoise  along  the  western  boundary  of 
the  WSA. 

Lands  and  Realty 

There  are  three  undeveloped  patented  mining  claims  consisting  of  838  acres 
within  the  WSA.  These  are  located  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  lower  ridge 
in  the  WSA. 
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Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  VISA. 

Cultural  Resources 

No  cultural  resource  surveys  have  been  conducted  in  the  WSA,  and  no  known 
sites  have  been   recorded. 

Water  Sources 

There  are  no  perennial  or  intermittent  streams  in  the  WSA. 
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MILLION  HILLS  WSA  (NV-050-233) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Million  Hills  WSA  is  located  east  of  Overton  Arm  in  the  Gold  Butte  area. 
It  contains  21,296  acres  of  public  land,  approximately  45  miles  east  of 
metropolitan  Las  Vegas.  The  WSA  meets  the  Arizona/Nevada  state  line  to  the 
east,  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  withdrawal  forms  the  southern  boundary  and  the 
National  Park  Service  Lake  Mead  National  Recreation  Area  forms  the 
southeastern  corner.  Formed  in  an  elongated  shape,  the  WSA  is  wide  at  its 
center  (six  miles)  by  approximately  10  miles  at  its  longest  reaches. 

Topography  of  the  area's  north  half  is  primarily  low  ridges  and  gently  rolling 
hills.  Wide  sand  washes  cut  through  the  hills  and  plains.  The  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  consists  of  a  north-south  tilted  ridge  made  up  of  colorful 
folds.  The  ridge  gives  way  to  numerous  steeply  rugged  perpendicular  drainages 
and  canyons. 

Vegetation  consists  of  low  desert  shrub,  yucca  and  small  areas  of  pinyon  pine 
and  juniper  on  the  higher  elevations. 

Access  to  the  WSA  is  provided  by  well  maintained  roads  and  ways. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  unit  is  primarily  natural.  Those  man-made  features  which  do  occur  within 
the  unit  do  not  significantly  impact  the  area's  naturalness. 

Several  ways  pass  through  the  WSA.  A  two  mile  way  runs  through  Immigrant 
Canyon  from  the  Garden  Springs  Road  to  the  Devils  Cove  Road.  A  second  way 
extends  from  the  north  side  of  Garden  Springs  Road  along  the  wash's  ridge 
line,  approximately  1.2  miles.  A  third  way,  about  1/2  mile  long  comes  into 
the  WSA  from  the  southwest,  and  a  fourth  extends  from  Devils  Cove  Road  into 
New  Spring  Wash  to  a  developed  spring.  The  fifth  way  extends  from  the 
northern  boundary. 

Two  short  fencelines  are  located  with  the  WSA  for  a  total  of  1.8  miles  in  the 

northeast  corner  and  the  southwest.  There  are  two  developed  springs  in  the 

WSA  located  at  New  Spring  in  the  southwest  corner  and  Julies  Spring  northwest 
of  Azure  Ridge. 

Solitude 

The  WSA  offers  at  least  9,500  acres  of  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude.     These  opportunities  are  essentially  offered  by  abundant  rock 
outcrops  along  Azure  Ridge  and  Million  Hills,  a  broken  chain  of  small 
low-lying  hills  separated  from  Azure  Ridge  by  a  draw.     Combined  vegetative 
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cover  of  the  mountain  brush  community  and  desert  community  species,  the 
numerous  drainages  and  canyons  provide  essentail  features  to  enhance  solitude 
opportunities.  The  most  preferable  and  accessible  areas  to  a  visitor  in  the 
WSA  would  be  Immigrant  Canyon,  Azure  Ridge,  Million  Hills,  Garden  Spring 
Canyon  and  Mew  Spring  Wash. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Recreational  opportunities  for  Million  Hills  are  good  to  excellent.  There  are 
fantastic  scenic  vistas,  secluded  spots  and  unusual  geologic  features  that 
would  entice  visitors  for  hiking,  photography,  nature  study  or  backpacking. 
These  opportunities  are  available  in  two  distinct  desert  atmosphere.  The 
northern  portion  provides  low  desert  environment  with  marginal  desert 
landscape.  The  southern  portion  offers  excellent  opportunities  in  a 
mid-elevation  mountain  brush  environment.  The  units  accessibility  is  an  added 
plus  for  hiking  to  such  destinations  as  Immigrant  Canyon,  Garden  Spring 
Canyon,  New  Spring  Wash  and  Azure  Ridge.  These  destinations  also  provide 
viewing  of  wildlife  and  scenic  vistas  for  photography  and  nature  study. 
Several  backpacking  routes  are  also  available.  Primitive  recreational  use  is 
estimated  to  be  135  visits  annually. 

Supplemental  Values 

This  area  offers  excellent  raptor  nesting  sites,  few  of  these  are  available 
within  the  Las  Vegas  District.  A  large  population  of  burros  are  found  in  the 
WSA.  They  concentrate  here  because  of  the  gentle  sloping  landscape  and  the 
proximity  to  Lake  Mead  for  water. 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
indentified  within  the  WSA. 

Mineral  Resources 

There  are  four  lode  claims  found  in  the  southern  half  of  the  WSA,  above  and  to 
the  west  of  Azure  Ridge.  (See  Mining  Claims  Map).  The  Azure  Mine,  located 
roughly  in  the  middle  of  the  unit,  was  mined  for  zinc  and  copper  at  the  turn 
of  the  century.  This  is  the  only  reported  occurrence  of  mineralized  location 
in  the  WSA.  There  is  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  base  metals 
around  Azure  Mine,  but  not  in  economic  quantities  (GEM,  1983).  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map) . 

The  WSA  also  contains  abundant  limestone  and  dolomite  of  unknown  quality. 
There  appears  to  be  abundant  gravel  resources  near  the  paleozoic  outcrops  in 
the  south  half  of  the  WSA. 

Energy  Resources 

There  are  five  oil  and  gas  leases  still  in  effect  within  the  WSA,  no  wells 
have  been  drilled  in  the  WSA  to  date.  Despite  favorable  reservoir  rocks  for 
host  hydrocarbons,  structure  and  stratigraphy  is  described  as  unfavorable  for 
accumulation.  However,  exploratory  wells  have  been  drilled  in  areas  just  west 
of  the  WSA. 
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Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  the  WSA.  The  traditional 
forms  of  recreation  such  as  hiking,  backpacking,  hunting  and  sightseeing  occur 
within  the  WSA.  There  is  some  opportunity  for  fur  trapping  and  viewing  of 
wild  burros.  Motorized  recreational  use  is  estimated  to  be  215  visits 
annually. 

Livestock  Grazing 

There  are  two  grazing  allotments  which  fall  partially  into  the  Million  Hills 
WSA.  About  seven  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte  allotment  is  contained  within  the 
WSA.  This  portion  of  the  allotment  located  within  the  WSA  utilizes  an 
estimated  191  AUMs  for  cattle  and  188  AUMs  for  wild  burros.  The  Azure  Ridge 
allotment  is  part  of  a  larger  area  managed  by  the  Arizona  BLM.  This  area  is 
managed  under  an  allotment  management  plan  (AMP).  There  are  two  existing 
fencelines  and  two  developed  springs  within  the  WSA.  An  eight  mile  fence  line 
is  proposed  for  the  eastern  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  Gold  Butte  geographic  area,  of  which  Million  Hills  is  a  part,  provides 
excellent  habitat  for  bighorn  sheep.  Plans  for  future  releases  by  the  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  would  reintroduce  this  species  to  the  area.  Two 
water  guzzlers  are  planned  for  development  within  the  WSA  to  support  the 
^introduction  of  the  sheep.  A  combined  wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan 
(HMP)  which  will  include  key  species  of  deer,  desert  tortoise,  bighorn  sheep 
and  quail  is  planned  for  the  Gold  Butte  area  in  1988. 

The  northern-most  portion  of  the  WSA  (about  20  percent)  offers  crucial  habitat 
for  the  desert  tortoise,  a  protected  species. 

Other  wildlife  include  raptors,  wild  horses  and  burros,  and  upland  game  birds. 
Lands  and  Realty 

No  private  lands  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  realty  actions  are  proposed  or  are 
planned  to  occur  within  the  study  area. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  . 
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Cultural  Resources 


There  are  no  cultural  sites  reported  in  the  WSA. 
conducted  in  the  WSA. 


No  surveys  have  been 


Water  Sources 


There  are  two  perennial  springs  and  one  intermittent  spring  found  in  the  WSA. 
Julies  Spring  (perennial)  and  New  Spring  (intermittent)  have  been  developed. 
All  of  these  springs  are  found  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA 
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GARRETT  BUTTES  WSA  (NV-050-235) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  encompasses  11,835  acres  of  public  land.  Located  east 
of  the  Overton  Arm  section  of  Lake  Mead  and  southwest  of  Gold  Butte,  the  unit 
is  contiguous  to  the  National  Park  Service  Lake  Mead  National  Recreation  Area 
on  the  west,  the  Catclaw  Road  on  the  northern  boundary  and  Scanlon  Ferry  Road 
on  the  eastern  boundary.  The  southern  boundary  is  the  Lakeside  Mine  Road  and 
the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  land  withdrawal.  The  WSA  is  in  a  block 
configuration,  roughly  five  miles  wide  by  five  miles  long. 

Topography  consists  of  gently  sloping  outwash  plain  on  the  west,  two  rounded 
buttes  to  the  east,  and  a  small  ridge  running  the  length  of  the  southern 
boundary.  Elevations  range  from  1,195  to  3,920  feet. 

Vegetation  is  sparse,  low  desert  shrub  typical  of  the  southern  Mojave  type, 
providing  marginal  vegetative  screening. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  provides  its  most  pristine  features  in  the  central  portion  of  the 
unit.  It  is  here  that  wery   few  man-made  intrusions  exist.  There  is  a  total 
of  4.9  miles  of  ways  which  pass  through  the  WSA.  The  longest  (2.4  miles) 
extends  from  the  northern  boundary  into  the  center  of  the  unit.  Other  short 
intrusions  follow  washes,  and  one  comes  into  the  unit  from  the  eastern 
boundary.  Other  man-made  features  include  five  developed  seeps  and  springs 
and  seven  upland  game  bird  guzzlers  scattered  throughout  the  WSA. 

Solitude 

The  WSA  provides  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  in  the  short,  narrow 
twisting  canyon  at  the  eastern  end  of  Spring  Wash,  the  best  area  for  natural 
screening  and  seclusion.  The  unit  is  of  sufficient  size  that  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  exist  within  its  center.  At  this  point,  the  unit's 
boundaries  would  be  at  equal  distance. 

The  sparse,  low  desert  shrub  provides  only  marginal  screening. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Recreation  opportunities  in  the  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  are  limited.  Opportunities 
for  hiking,  hunting,  horseback  riding  and  backpacking  are  available,  however, 
there  are  few  special  features  or  attractive  landscapes  to  draw  a  visitor. 
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Hunting  for  upland  game  birds  (Gambel's  quail)  is  best  along  the  boundary 
roads,  as  is  the  horseback  riding.  The  most  interesting  day  hike  the  unit  has 
to  offer  is  through  Spring  Wash  Canyon.  This  canyon  provides  colorful  and 
interesting  rock  formations. 

Extreme  climatic  conditions  and  lack  of  screening  throughout  the  unit  limits 
use  of  the  area  to  fall  through  spring. 

Supplemental  Values 

There  is  a  herd  of  wild  burros  which  migrate  through  the  WSA.  They  normally 
frequent  the  western  portion  where  they  are  close  to  water.  The  presence  of 
these  animals  adds  a  wild,  scenic  feature  to  the  WSA. 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA. 

Mineral  Resources 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  has  low  favorability  for  occurrence  of  mineral 
resources  over  about  half  of  the  area,  the  remainder  has  moderate  potential. 
Although  the  east  half  has  Precambrian  me tamo rp hies  and  intrusive  in  bedrock 
which  has  been  identified  as  host  rock  for  precious  metals  in  other  parts  of 
the  Gold  Butte  area,  there  is  no  known  occurrence  of  metal! ics  or 
non-metallics  in  the  WSA  (GEM,  1983).  There  have  been  no  claims  filed  within 
the  WSA.  There  would  appear  to  be  abundant  gravel  reserves  in  the  WSA, 
however  no  development  of  these  resources  has  occurred.  It  is  unlikely  they 
will  be  developed  as  the  area  is  far  from  a  marketable  source. 

Energy  Resources 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy 
resources  (GEM,  1983).  There  is  one  oil  and  gas  lease  on  20  acres  within  the 
WSA,  in  the  northeast  corner. 

Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  sites  within  the  WSA.  There  are  about  300 
annual  visits  of  motorized  recreation  within  the  WSA.  This  occurs  primarily 
along  the  ways  and  around  the  boundary  roads  of  the  WSA.  Other  recreation 
includes  upland  game  bird  hunting,  hiking  and  horseback  riding. 

Livestock  Grazing 

The  Garrett  Buttes  WSA  contains  about  seven  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment.  The  portion  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA 
utilizes  an  estimated  191  AUMs  for  cattle  and  an  estimated  188  AUMs  for 
burros.  Range  developments  within  the  WSA  include  five  developed  springs  or 
seeps.  These  provide  water  for  livestock  and  wildlife.  Only  one  spring  (Gann 
Spring)  in  the  southeast  corner  has  been  developed  with  a  pipeline  and 
trough. 
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Wildlife  Resources 

The  WSA  contains  excellent  habitat  for  Gambel's  quail,  an  upland  game  bird. 
Seven  bird  guzzlers  to  support  the  quail  populations  have  been  installed  in 
the  WSA. 

A  Site  Release  Plan  completed  in  1983  indentified  the  Gold  Butte  geographical 
area  as  a  potential  release  site  for  bighorn  sheep.  The  Garrett  Butte  WSA 
offers  yearlong  sheep  habitat.  One  water  guzzler  is  planned  for  development 
within  the  WSA  to  support  the  reintroduce  on  of  the  sheep.  A  combined 
wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  which  will  include  key  species  of  deer, 
desert  tortoise,  bighorn  sheep  and  quail  is  planned  for  the  Gold  Butte  area  in 
1988. 

The  northwest  area  of  the  WSA  provides  noncrucial  habitat  for  desert 
tortoise. 

Lands  and  Realty 

No  private  lands  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  realty  actions  are  planned  or 
proposed  to  occur  within  the  study  area. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  . 

Cultural  Resources 

No  cultural  surveys  have  been  conducted  in  the  WSA  and  no  sites  have  been 
recorded. 

Water  Sources 

There  are  four  intermittent  springs  and  one  perennial  spring  in  the  WSA  which 
have  been  developed  for  use  by  livestock  and  wildlife.  There  are  no  other 
waters  in  the  WSA. 


3-19 


QUAIL  SPRINGS  WSA  (NV-050-411) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Quail  Springs  WSA  is  located  along  the  southern  boundary  of  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  (USFWS)  Desert  National  Wildlife  Range.  It  contains 
12,145  acres  of  public  lands.  The  WSA  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  an  access 
road  for  the  USFWS  Headquarters,  and  on  the  southwest  by  a  powerline 
right-of-way.  The  southern  boundary  is  determined  by  private  land  ownership 
patterns  for  the  city  of  Las  Vegas. 

The  topography  of  the  unit  is  primarily  flat  with  gentle  sloping  bajadas  on 
the  southern  end.  A  major  wash  runs  through  the  southern  part  of  the  WSA. 
There  are  no  major  geologic  formations  in  the  unit,  and  vegetation  consists 
primarily  of  low  desert  shrubs  and  grasses. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  is  primarily  in  a  natural  condition.  The  north-central  portion  of  the 
WSA  is  the  most  natural,  north  of  the  wash. 

There  are  9.3  miles  of  ways  which  pass  through  the  WSA,  the  longest  is  3.8 
miles  and  crosses  the  north  half  of  the  unit.  Two  other  ways,  each  2  miles 
long,  cross  the  northern  and  southern  ends  of  the  unit.  Other  ways  totaling 
1.5  miles  extend  into  the  WSA  from  the  western  boundary. 

The  large  sand  wash  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  WSA  provides  an  ideal 
area  for  ORV  use.  This  area  is  criss-crossed  with  tracks  from  motorcycles  and 
dune  buggies. 

There  are  no  existing  range  or  wildlife  developments  within  the  WSA. 

Solitude 

The  WSA's  vegetation  and  topography  provide  only  minimal  screening,  however, 
the  study  area's  size  provides  limited  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude.  These  opportunities  would  occur  in  the  central  portion  of  the  WSA, 
away  from  the  boundaries  and  ways  which  cross  the  unit  in  the  south  and  north. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Recreational  opportunities  for  the  Quail  Springs  WSA  are  best  for  horseback 
riding.  The  gently  sloping  terrain  provides  for  easy  walking.  The  lack  of 
diversity  in  the  landscape  and  lack  of  points  of  interest  or  destination  does 
not  offer  a  high  quality  experience.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  unit  is  most 
often  used  as  access  to  the  Desert  National  Wildlife  Range,  which  offers 
better  recreational  opportunities.  Primitive  recreational  use  is  estimated  to 
be  30  visits  annually. 
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Supplemental  Values 

There  are  no  special  or  unique  geologic  features  which  have  been  identified  in 
the  WSA.  The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the 
"Federal  Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch), 
has  been  identified  within  the  WSA.  Two  paleontological  sites  have  been 
recorded  near  the  WSA  boundary,  however,  these  are  not  considered  potentially 
eligible  for  the  National  Register. 

Mineral  Resources 

The  entire  Quail  Springs  WSA  is  composed  of  Quarternary  alluvium,  and  is  not 
considered  favorable  for  the  location  of  metallic  minerals.  There  are  no 
known  locatable  minerals  within  the  study  area,  although  there  are  a  total  of 
13  placer  claims  located  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mining 
Claims  Map).  There  has  been  no  development  of  these  claims  in  the  past  and 
none  is  expected  in  the  near  future. 

The  entire  WSA  has  been  classified  as  moderate  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and 
gravel  resources  (GEM,  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map) .  Currently, 
there  are  no  permits  for  salable  minerals  within  the  WSA  and  none  are  targeted 
for  the  area. 

Energy  Resources 

The  WSA  has  been  classified  as  low  for  the  occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and 
moderate  for  geothermal  resources  (GEM,  1983).  There  are  no  oil  and  gas  leases 
within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  sites  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  150 
visits  for  motorized  recreational  use  are  estimated  to  occur  annually,  mostly 
in  the  wash  area  and  on  the  existing  ways.  Vehicle  use  continues  to  occur 
along  the  boundaries  of  the  WSA.  Other  forms  of  non-motorized  recreation, 
such  as  hiking  and  horseback  riding  do  occur,  usually  by  private  landowners 
who  live  close  to  the  unit. 

Livestock  Grazing 

There  is  one  allotment  (Indian  Springs)  of  which  about  40  percent  lies  within 
the  WSA.  This  allotment  is  currently  not  being  used,  and  has  not  been  grazed 
over  the  past  five  years.  There  are  no  existing  range  developments  within  the 
WSA. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  entire  WSA  contains  noncrucial  desert  tortoise  habitat.  There  are  no 
existing  or  proposed  wildlife  habitat  improvements  for  this  WSA. 
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Lands  and  Realty 

No  private  lands  exist  within  the  WSA.     An  existing  powerline  right-of-way 
makes-up  the  study  area's  southern  boundary.     The  Western  Regional   Corridor 
Study  completed  for  Nevada  in  1986  has  identified  a  good  portion  of  the  study 
area  for  a  possible  utility  corridor.     The  Department  of  Energy  has  identified 
lands  within  the  WSA  as  a  possible  route  for  a  proposed  transportation 
corridor  for  a  rail   line. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  . 

Cultural  Resources 

Two  paleontological  sites  have  been  recorded  on  the  southern  boundary. 
Neither  one  are  considered  potentially  eligible  for  the  National  Register. 

Water  Sources 

No  water  sources  have  been  identified  within  the  study  area. 
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EL  DORADO  WSA  (NV-050-423) 


General  Characteristics 


The  Eldorado  WSA  lies  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  Clark  County,  Nevada, 
approximately  one  hour's  drive  from  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  The  study  area 
contains  12,290  acres  of  public  land,  surrounding  120  acres  of  private  land, 
in  a  roughly  rectangular  configuration  5  miles  long  and  4  miles  wide.  The  WSA 
is  bordered  by  the  El  Dorado  Act  Lands  to  the  north,  Nevada  State  Highway  60 
to  the  west,  the  Lake  Mead  National  Recreation  Area  on  the  east  and  the  mining 
town  of  Nelson  to  the  south.  The  WSA  encloses  rugged  mountainous  terrain  of 
volcanic  and  metamorphic  rocks  along  the  western  edge  of  the  Eldorado 
Mountains.  A  protninant  north-south  ridgeline,  cut  by  numerous  wide  washes  and 
canyons,  dominates  the  landscape.  Desert  shrubs  and  cacti  cover  the  foothills, 
while  small  pockets  of  mountain  brush  species  (scrub  oak)  and  stands  of  cholla 
occur  in  the  canyons.  Elevations  range  from  2,000  feet  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  WSA  to  3,800  feet  at  the  top  of  Nelson  Peak.  Access  to  the  WSA  is 
provided  by  dirt  roads  and  by  Nevada  State  Route  60,  a  paved  route  that  forms 
a  portion  of  the  western  boundary. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  majority  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA  is  in  extremely  natural  condition.  The 
rugged  topography  of  the  area  has  limited  development  attempts  by  man.  In  an 
area  of  over  12,000  acres,  man-made  intrusions  include  vehicle  tracks  along 
the  wide  sandy  washes  of  the  western  WSA,  one  developed  spring  and  three  short 
ways,  totaling  less  than  1  mile  each.  These  features  are  primarily  visible 
within  their  immediate  area,  leaving  approximately  95  percent  of  the  study 
area  unaffected  by  man  and  his  works. 

Several  man-made  features  create  external  imprints  on  the  WSA.  State  Route  60 
is  adjacent  to  much  of  the  western  edge  of  the  study  area  and  forms  a  portion 
of  the  southern  boundary.  The  communities  of  Boulder  City,  13  miles  to  the 
north,  and  Nelson,  located  at  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  WSA,  are  visible 
from  high  points  along  the  western  boundary.  Several  powerlines  run  across  El 
Dorado  Valley,  approximately  3.5  miles  northwest  of  the  WSA.  Mining 
activities  continue  along  the  southern  boundary  of  the  study  area.  These 
external  imprints  are  visible  from  higher  elevations  within  the  WSA. 

Solitude 

The  mountainous  core  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA  insures  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude.  The  central  and  eastern  portions  of  the  WSA  consist  of  rugged 
peaks  and  ridges,  cut  by  wide  washes,  canyons  and  narrow  drainages.  Oak  Creek 
and  Lonesome  Canyons,  two  long  canyons  filled  with  scrub  oak,  contain  numerous 
secluded  spots. 

The  northwest  and  western  sections  of  the  WSA  are  characterized  by  a  gently 
sloping  bajada,  crisscrossed  by  numerous  drainages  and  washes.  Topographic 
features  offer  limited  screening  and  few  secluded  areas. 
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Vegetative  screening  varies  throughout  the  WSA.  Major  canyons  and  drainages 
support  mountain  brush  communities  of  scrub  oak  and  acacia.  Low-growing 
desert  shrubs  and  cacti  dot  the  sloping  bajada  of  the  northwestern  portions  of 
the  WSA. 

Opportunities  for  a  visitor  to  find  a  secluded  spot  are  dependent  on 
topographic  and  vegetative  screening.  Approximately  50  percent  of  the  WSA 
consists  of  narrow  drainages  and  wide  canyons  with  pockets  of  dense  vegetation 
that  create  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  The  gentle  bajada  of  the 
northwestern  region,  with  its  sparse  vegetative  cover,  permits  an  open  view  of 
external  features  and  activities;  limited  opportunities  for  solitude  would  be 
available  within  this  area. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Recreational  opportunities  in  the  El  Dorado  WSA  are  very  good  and  quite 
varied.  Most  primitive  recreational  use  would  be  concentrated  in  the 
mountainous  region  of  the  study  area  where  major  canyons  and  drainages  provide 
interesting  features,  seclusion  and  varying  degrees  of  challenge.  A  powerline 
road  and  State  Route  60  permit  year-round  access  to  the  north,  south  and  west 
boundaries  of  the  WSA. 

Backpacking,  horseback  riding  and  camping  opportunities  are  considered 
outstanding  in  50  percent  of  the  WSA.  Several  routes  north  through  the  unit 
would  permit  scenic  hikes  of  more  than  one  day's  duration.  Excellent  camping 
sites  are  available  in  Oak  Creek  Canyon,  with  topographic  and  vegetative 
screening  contributing  to  the  wilderness  experience. 

Wildlife  related  recreational  activities  such  as  nature  studies,  photography 
and  hunting  are  available  in  the  WSA.  Desert  wildlife,  including  desert 
tortoise,  bighorn  sheep  and  wild  burros,  can  be  seen  in  the  study  area. 
Colorful  landscapes,  diverse  geologic  formations  and  scenic  vistas  provide 
excellent  subject  matter  for  photography.  Populations  of  bighorn  sheep  and 
Gambel ' s  quail  make  the  WSA  attractive  to  hunters. 

Supplemental  Values 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  contains  several  supplemental  values.  Unique  geologic 
features  enhance  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  study  area.  Colorful  tuff 
formations,  basalt  flows  and  a  natural  bridge,  Gregory's  Arch,  contribute  to 
the  aesthetic  experience  within  the  WSA. 

Ecologically,  the  area  supports  populations  of  Gambel 's  quail,  bighorn  sheep 
and  wild  burros.  The  desert  tortoise,  listed  as  a  Category  2  (Watch) 
sensitive  species  on  the  "Federal  Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered 
Species",  occurs  within  the  WSA. 
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Mineral   Resources 

The  El   Dorado  WSA  forms  the  western  edge  of  the  El   Dorado  Range.     Precambrian 
gneiss,   schist  and  granite  have  been  locally  intruded  by  Lower  Tertiary 
granitic  masses.     Predominant  rock  types  come  from  Mid-Tertiary  volcanics, 
ranging  in  composition  from  rhyolite  to  basalt. 

The  WSA  lies  within  the  El   Dorado  Mining  District.     Activity  in  the  area  to 
the  south  of  the  WSA  was  actively  mined  in  the  late  1800' s  up  to  1942. 
Significant  amounts  of  gold,   sliver,   and  copper  were  produced  within  the 
mining  district. 

The  entire  El  Dorado  WSA  is  classified  as  having  low  favorability  for  metallic 
and  non-metallic  minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
uranium  (GEM,   1083).     There  are  no  known  deposits  of  these  resources  in  the 
study  area.     Currently  24  mining  claims  are  located  within  the  WSA.     Mo 
development  has  taken  place  to  date  on  these  claims.     (See  Mineral 
Favorability  and  Mining  Claims  Maps). 

The  entire  WSA  has  a  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel 
(GEM,   1983).     Mo  material   sites  occur  within  the  study  area  at  present. 

Energy  Resources 

Mo  known  oil   and  gas  or  geothermal   deposits  occur  within  the  WSA.     One  oil   and 
gas  lease,  covering  approximately  1,280  acres,  exists  within  the  northern 
portion  of  the  study  area.     (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

Recreation  Values 

Traditional    forms  of  primitive  types  of  recreation  such  as  hiking, 
sightseeing,  camping  and  hunting  occur  within  the  WSA.     This  use  is  estimated 
to  be  120  visits  annually. 

The  wide  washes  and  sloping  bajada  are  conducive  to  motorized  vehicle  related 
activities  including  off-road  driving,   dirt  biking,   racing  and  access  for 
hunting  and  rockhounding.     Current  motorized  recreational   use  within  the  WSA 
is  estimated  to  be  470  visits  annually. 

There  are  currently  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to 
the  WSA.     The  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP)   has  proposed  the 
installation  of  interpretative  signs  and  access  trail   within  the  WSA  as  part 
of  an  interpretative  program  for  Gregory's  Arch. 
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Livestock  Grazing 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  lies  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  three  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  has  an  estimated  use  of  55  AUMs  for  cattle, 
25  AUMs  for  burros  and  9  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep  and  desert  tortoise. 

The  WSA  lies  within  the  El  Dorado  Herd  Use  Area  for  wildhorses  and  burros.  No 
Herd  Area  Management  Plan  (HAMP)  is  scheduled  for  the  El  Dorado  Herd  Area. 

Existing  range  developments  within  the  WSA  consist  of  one  developed  spring. 
No  new  range  projects  are  proposed  for  development  within  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  El  Dorado  WSA  provides  approximately  9,500  acres  of  bighorn  sheep 
habitat.  The  study  area  lies  within  the  El  Dorado  Bighorn  Sheep  Habitat  Area 
and  the  El  Dorado  Herd  Use  Area  for  wild  burros.  Herd  sizes  are  estimated  to 
be  154  bighorn  sheep  and  139  burros  for  the  area. 

The  northern  and  western  portions  (approximately  23  percent)  of  the  WSA  are 
considered  noncrucial  habitat  for  the  sensitive  desert  tortoise.  The 
vegetation  of  the  washes  and  canyons  provide  cover  for  populations  of  Gambel's 
quail.  Small  desert  mammals,  song  birds  and  bobcats  are  also  present  in  the 
WSA. 

Lands  and  Realty 

The  WSA  surrounds  a  120  acre  undeveloped  patent  mining  claim  which  lies  along 
the  study  area's  eastern  boundary.  Present  access  requires  cross  country 
travel  across  a  small  portion  of  the  WSA.  Exercising  of  the  rights  of  access 
to  the  patented  parcel  could  include  motorized  types  of  transportation. 

The  Western  Utility  group  and  other  utility  companies  have  proposed  the 
designation  of  an  above  and  below  ground  utility  corridor  (in  "Western 
Regional  Corridor  Study", 1986)  that  would  cross  the  southern  portion  of  the 
WSA. 

The  northern  boundary  of  the  WSA  is  contiguous  to  the  El  Dorado  Valley  Act 
(P.L.  -85-339  1958)  lands.  These  lands  were  set  aside  by  special  federal 
legislation  to  allow  the  State  of  Nevada  an  option  for  purchase. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

One  sensitive  species,  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of  Threatened 
and  Endangered  Species  ",  occurs  within  the  El  Dorado  WSA.  The  desert 
tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii )  is  included  in  the  Category  2  (Watch)  listing  in 
the  Federal  Register. 
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Cultural  Resources 

The  entire  El  Dorado  WSA  is  considered  to  be  of  moderate  sensitivity  for 
cultural  resources.  One  formal  cultural  resource  inventory  has  been  conducted 
within  the  study  area;  no  sites  were  recorded  as  a  result  of  this  activity. 

Water  Sources 

Two  water  sources  have  been  identified  within  the  El  Dorado  WSA.  These 
include  an  intermittent  seep  and  one  intermittent  developed  spring,  Bridge 
Spring,  located  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  WSA. 
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IRETEBA  PEAKS  WSA  (NV-Q50-438) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  located  south  of  Nelson  in  Clark  County,  Nevada, 
approximately  one  hour's  drive  from  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.     The  study  area 
contains  14,994  acres  of  public  land  in  a  rectangular  configuration  7.5  miles 
long  by  3.5  miles  wide.     The  WSA  encloses  a  major  north-south  knife  edge  ridge 
of  igneous  and  metamorphic  formations.   Deeply  incised  rocky  draws  angle  out 
from  the  ridgeline  to  the  east.     To  the  south,   the  landscape  flattens  into  a 
bajada  that  drains  into  Lake  Mead.     Elevations  within  the  study  area  range 
from  2000  feet  on  the  eastern  boundary  to  the  5,060  foot  Ireteba  Peak. 
Vegetation  is  sparsely  scattered  throughout  the  area  and  consists  of 
low-growing  desert  shrubs  at  the  lower  elevations  and  a  handful   of 
pinyon/juniper  at  the  top  of  the  range.     Access  to  the  WSA  is  provided  by 
several   dirt  roads  and  a  powerline  road  located  to  the  north  of  the  study  area. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  majority  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  in  extremely  natural   condition.     In 
an  area  of  nearly  15,000  acres,   the  only  man-made  intrusion  within  the  study 
area  is  a  short  way  less  than  one-half  mile  in  length.     This  feature  is 
primarily  visible  from  within  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Several  major  unnatural   influences  are  located  outside  of  the  WSA.     Two 
powerlines,  the  Rockefeller  and  St.  Louis  Mines,  U.S.  Highway  95  and  numerous 
dirt  roads  are  visible  from  the  north-south  trending  ridgeline  and  higher 
points  within  the  study  area.     Topographic  screening  lessens  the  effects  of 
these  external    imprints;  75  percent  of  the  WSA  remains  unaffected  by  these 
unnatural   features. 

Sol i  tude 

The  size  (14,994  acres)  and  rectangular  configuration  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA 
are  adequate  to  provide  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  within  a 
limited  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  mountainous  terrain  of  the  central  core  of 
the  study  area  (approximately  85  percent)  creates  secluded  areas.  Rugged 
peaks  and  serrated  ridges,  cut  by  wide  washes  and  steep  drainages,  aid  in 
screening  visitors  from  man-made  features  and  activities  occuring  along  the 
boundaries  of  the  WSA. 

The  extreme  northern,  southern  and  western  regions  of  the  WSA  afford  less  than 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.  Landforms  include  wide,  shallow 
drainages  and  a  gently  sloping  bajada  that  offers  limited  topographic 
screening  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  activities  outside  the  WSA. 


3-28 


Vegetative  screening  within  the  WSA  is  generally  limited.  Low-growing  desert 
shrubs,  i.e.  creosote,  blackbrush,  cacti  and  yucca,  are  sparsely  distributed 
over  the  landscape.  Small  stands  of  pinyon/juniper  that  are  found  at  higher 
elevations  are  not  sufficient  to  visually  screen  outside  intrusions. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

Recreational  opportunities  in  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  are  varied  but  are  not 
considered  to  be  outstanding.  Most  recreational  use  would  be  concentrated 
along  the  major  ridge! ines  and  atop  the  higher  peaks.  Access  by  dirt  roads 
from  the  north  and  southwestern  boundaries  would  be  available  year-round. 

Hiking  and  backpacking  opportunities  are  limited  within  the  study  area.  The 
most  appealing  destinations  for  day  hikes  would  be  the  peaks  and  ridgelines 
that  afford  scenic  views  of  Lake  Mead.  Backpackers  could  follow  a  route 
across  the  WSA  into  the  Lake  Mead  Recreation  Area,  bordering  the  east  side  of 
the  WSA.  These  activities  would  best  be  enjoyed  through  the  months  of 
September  to  May. 

Wildlife-related  recreational  activities  such  as  birdwatching,  nature  studies, 
photography  and  hunting  are  possible  within  the  study  area.  The  WSA  provides 
habitat  for  bighorn  sheep,  mountain  lions,  bobcats,  small  desert  mammals, 
Gambel's  quail  and  desert  tortoise.  Herds  of  wild  burros  can  also  be  observed 
within  the  area.  Photographic  subject  matter  would  include  the  above 
mentioned  wildlife  as  well  as  scenic  views  of  Lake  Mead  from  atop  the  higher 
peaks  and  ridgelines  within  the  WSA. 

Supplemental  Values 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  contains  several  supplemental  scientific  and  educational 
values.  Three  sensitive  species  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp.  bicolor,  Penstemon 
bicolor  ssp.  roseus  and  Gopherus  agassiziiT  have  been  identified  in  the  study 
area.  TRese  two  penstemons  and  the  desert  tortoise  are  currently  listed  in 
the  "Federal  Threatened  and  Endangered  Plant  Register"  as  a  Category  2  (Watch) 
listing.  Herds  of  bighorn  sheep  and  wild  burros  can  also  be  observed  within 
the  WSA. 

Mineral  Resources 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  Range  is  composed  of  Precambrian  gneiss,  schist  and  granite 
which  have  been  locally  intruded  by  Lower  Tertiary  granitic  masses. 
Predominant  rock  types  come  from  Mid-Tertiary  volcanics  and  range  in 
composition  from  rhyolite  to  basalt.  The  range  has  been  uplifted  and 
complexly  faulted  into  several  blocks. 

Approximately  six  percent  (900  acres)  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals;  the  remaining 
portion  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability.  The  entire  study  area  is 
considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  non-metallic 
minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium  (GEM,  1983). 
Mineteen  mining  claims  are  located  within  the  WSA;  to  date,  no  development  of 
these  claims  has  taken  place.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  and  Mining  Claims 
Map). 
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The  entire  WSA  has  a  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel 
deposits  (GEM,  1983).  Currently,  no  material  sites  exist  within  the  WSA  and 
no  development  is  projected  for  the  area. 

Energy  Resources 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and  geothermal  resources  (GEM,  1983).  There  are  no 
existing  or  pending  oil,  gas  or  geothermal  leases  in  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Values 

There  are   no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Traditional  forms  of  primitive  recreation  such  as  hiking,  camping  and  hunting 
occur  within  the  study  area.  This  use  is  estimated  to  be  85  visits  annually, 
the  majority  of  which  accounts  for  hunting  within  the  WSA.  Year-round  access 
is  provided  by  dirt  roads  from  the  north  and  west  sides  of  the  WSA. 

Motorized  vehicle  recreational  pursuits  such  as  off-road  driving,  rockhounding 
and  vehicle  camping  occur  within  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA.  Current  motorized 
recreational  use  is  estimated  to  be  100  visits  annually. 

Livestock  Grazing 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  lies  entirely  within  one  grazing  allotment,  the  Ireteba 
Peaks  Allotment  (ephemeral).  Approximately  four  percent  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  is  located  within  the  WSA.  The  portion  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks 
Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  has  an  estimated  use  of  74  AUMs  for  cattle, 
33  AUMs  for  burros  and  13  AUMs  for  bighorn  sheep  and  desert  tortoise. 

The  WSA  lies  within  the  El  Dorado  Herd  Use  Area  for  wildhorses  and  burros. 
Current  populations  are  estimated  to  be  139  burros  within  the  area.  No  Herd 
Area  Management  Plan  (HAMP)  is  scheduled  for  the  El  Dorado  Herd  Area. 

No  range  developments  exist  or  are  proposed  for  development  within  the  WSA. 
Two  springs  are  proposed  for  development  within  the  area's  northeast  portion. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  lies  within  the  El  Dorado  Bighorn  Sheep  Habitat  Area  and 
provides  approximately  13,500  acres  of  bighorn  sheep  habitat.  Current 
populations  are  estimated  to  be  19  sheep  within  the  area. 

The  extreme  southern  portion  (approximately  12  percent)  of  the  WSA  is 
considered  habitat  for  the  ecologically  sensitive  desert  tortoise.  The  study 
area  also  supports  Gambel's  quail,  mountain  lion  and  bobcats.  There  are  no 
existing  or  proposed  wildlife  habitat  improvements  within  the  WSA. 
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Lands  and  Realty 

There  are  no  parcels  of  private  land  located  within  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA. 
Southern  California  Edison  Company  has  identified  the  need  for  an  additional 
500  kv  transmission  line  crossing  the  northern  portion  of  the  study  area. 

The  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  is  contiguous  with  the  Lake  Head  National 
Recreation  Area. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

Three  sensitive  species,  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  have  been  indentified  within  the  Ireteba 
Peaks  WSA.  Two  varieties  of  penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp.  bicolor  and 
Penstemon  bicolor  ssp.  roseus)  and  the  desert  tortoise  (Goph~erus  agassizii) 
are  included  as  Category  2  (Watch)  listings  on  the  Federal  Register. 

Cultural  Resources 

The  entire  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  is  considered  to  be  of  moderate  sensitivity  for 
cultural  resources.  To  date,  no  formal  cultural  inventories  have  been 
conducted  within  the  WSA. 

Water  Sources 

Five  water  sources  have  been  identified  within  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA.  Two 
intermittent  and  two  perennial  springs  and  one  seep  are  found  within  the  study 
area.  No  developed  waters  exist  within  the  WSA. 
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JUMBO  SPRINGS  WSA  (NV-050-236) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  encompasses  3,466  acres  of  public  land.  Located  west  of 
the  Iceberg  Canyon  area  and  south  of  Gold  Butte,  Nevada  the  study  area  is 
contiguous  to  the  National  Park  Service  Lake  Mead  National  Recreation  Area  on 
its  southern  and  eastern  borders.  None  of  the  area's  boundaries  run  along 
roads.  The  WSA  is  in  a  rectangular  configuration,  roughly  four  miles  long  and 
1.5  miles  wide. 

The  WSA  consists  of  the  upper  canyons  of  three  major  washes  which  drain  from 
the  edge  of  a  plateau  east  toward  Lake  Mead.  The  canyons  are  rugged. 
Elevations  range  from  2,700  feet  along  the  southeastern  boundary  to  the 
4,700-foot  ridge  on  the  northern  end.  Vegetation  consists  of  low  mountain 
brush  species. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  is  in  a  pristine  condition  with  no  man-made  features.     Outside 
imprints  influencing  the  area  are  located  outside  of  the  northern  boundary. 

Solitude 

There  is  no  vegetative  screening  in  the  study  area.  The  canyons  do  offer  good 
topographic  screening.  They  are  subdivided  into  numerous  tributary  drainages 
with  intervening  ridges  and  rocky  outcrops  that  provide  limited  locales  for 
seclusion.  Less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  exist  within  the 
WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  WSA  would  provide  hikers  and  backpackers  with  limited  opportunities  for 

hiking  and  backpacking.  Visitors  would  be  able  to  gain  scenic  views  of  Lake 

Mead  and  Iceberg  Canyon.  At  best  visitors  would  pass  through  the  study  area 
on  their  way  to  the  Lake  Mead  Recreation  Area. 

Supplemental  Values 

No  special  features  or  supplemental  values  were  identified  within  the  WSA. 

Mineral  Resources 

No  mining  claims  or  known  prospects  or  mines  exist  within  the  WSA.  The  WSA  is 
composed  of  precambrian  metamorphic  rocks  with  outcroppiings  of  the  precambrian 
Gold  Butte  Granite.  Gold  can  be  found  in  quartz  veins  which  intrude  this 
bedrock.  Therefore,  prospecting  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  study  area.  The  activity  will  be  surface/outcrop  sampling. 
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No  significant  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel  exist  within  the  WSA  because  of  the 
mountainous  terrain.  No  exploration  or  development  of  salable  minerals  has 
occured,  is  occuring  or  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Energy  Resources 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy 
resources  (GEM,  1983).  No  oil  and  gas  leases  exist  within  the  WSA,  nor  has 
there  been  any  previous  exploration  activity.  Exploration  for  or  development 
of  potential  energy  resources  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  sites  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  8 
visits  of  motorized  recreational  use  are  estimated  to  occur  annually. 
Non-motorized  recreational  use,  such  as  hiking  or  camping,  within  the  WSA  is 
considered  to  be  extremely  low. 

Livestock  Grazing 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  contains  approximately  two  percent  of  the  Gold  Butte 
Allotment.  The  portion  of  the  Gold  Butte  Allotment  within  the  WSA  utilizes  an 
estimated  55  AUMs  for  cattle  and  55  AUMs  for  burros.  No  range  developments 
exist  within  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  offers  potential  yearlong  bighorn  sheep  habitat. 
Release  of  bighorn  sheep  within  the  WSA  may  require  the  development  of  one 
water  guzzler.  A  combined  wildlife  Habitat  Management  Plan  (HMP)  which  will 
include  key  species  of  deer,  desert  tortoise,  bighorn  sheep  and  quail  is 
planned  for  the  Gold  Butte  area  in  1988. 

Lands  and  Realty 

No  private  lands  exist  within  the  WSA.  No  realty  actions  are  proposed. 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

No  listed  threatened  or  endangered  species  have  been  identified  within  the 
WSA. 

Cultural  Resources 

No  cultural  sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA. 
Water  Sources 

Mo  perennial  or  intermittent  seeps  or  springs  have  been  identified  within  the 
WSA. 
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NELLIS  ABC  WSA  (NV-050-04R-15) 

General  Characteristics 

The  Nell  is  ABC  WSA  is  made-up  of  three  small  sub-areas  separated  by  roads. 
Sub-area  A  encompasses  1,971  acres,  B  encompasses  2,713  and  C  comprises  1,024 
acres,  for  a  combined  total  of  5,718  acres.  The  study  area  is  located  at  the 
northern  end  of  Vegas  Valley  The  southern  and  western  borders  are  bound  by 
private  land;  to  the  east  by  a  power! ine  road;  to  the  north  by  the  Desert 
National  Wildlife  Range;  and  to  the  northeast  by  the  Sheep  Mountain  Gunnery 
Range. 

The  WSA  consists  of  a  flat  bajada  sloping  gently  south  from  the  Sheep  Range. 
It  is  highly  eroded,  creating  a  deeply  rutted  but  uniform  terrain.  Vegetation 
consists  of  creosote  and  other  desert  shrubs,  with  some  yucca  appearing  along 
the  northern  boundary. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  is  in  a  natural   condition,  with  the  man-made  features  being  separated 
from  the  study  area.     Vehicle  tracks  from  off-road  vehicle  use  are  the  primary 
intrusive  features. 

Solitude 

The  WSA  on  its  own  merit  provides  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude.     The  study  area's  low-growing  vegetation  and  open  landscape  provides 
minimal   screening  for  visitors  and  few  secluded  locales. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  study  area's  small   size,   irregular  configuration  and  lack  of  variety  and 
interesting  features  does  not  permit  a  visitor  an  outstanding  opportunity  for 
an  unconfined  primitive  recreational   experience.     The  area  would  provide 
limited  opportunities  for  horseback  riding  and  sightseeing. 

Supplemental  Values 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has 
been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

Mineral   Resources 

The  WSA  is  composed  entirely  of  alluvium  deposits.  Geologic  conditions  do  not 
warrant  accumulation  of  metallic,  non-metallic  or  placer  deposits.  Presently, 
there  are  no  mining  claims,  prospects  or  mines  located  within  the  study  area. 
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The  entire  WSA  has  been  classified  as  moderate  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and 
gravel  resources  (GEM,  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Currently, 
there  are  no  permits  for  salable  minerals  within  the  WSA. 

Energy  Resources 

The  WSA  has  been  classified  as  low  for  the  occurrence  of  oil  and  gas  and 
moderate  for  geothermal  resources  (GEM,  1983).  One  oil  and  gas  lease  currently 
exists  within  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  and  Mining  Claims  Maps). 

Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  sites  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  120 
visits  of  motorized  recreational  use,  such  as  dirt  biking  and  off-road 
driving,  are  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  WSA.  Non-motorized 
recreation,  such  as  horseback  riding  does  occur,  usually  by  private  landowners 
who  live  close  to  the  area. 

Livestock  Grazing 

There  is  one  allotment  (Las  Vegas  Valley)  of  which  about  10  percent  lies 
within  the  WSA.  This  allotment  is  currently  not  being  used,  and  has  not  been 
grazed  over  the  past  five  years.  There  are  no  existing  range  developments  and 
none  are  proposed  within  the  WSA. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  entire  WSA  contains  noncrucial  desert  tortoise  habitat.  There  are  no 
existing  or  proposed  wildlife  habitat  improvements  for  this  WSA. 

Lands  and  Realty 

No  private  lands  exist  within  the  WSA.  The  Western  Regional  Corridor  Study 
completed  for  Nevada  in  1986  has  identified  a  good  portion  of  the  study  area 
for  a  possible  utility  corridor.  The  Department  of  Energy  has  identified 
lands  within  the  WSA  as  a  possible  route  for  a  proposed  transportation 
corridor  for  a  rail  line. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has 
been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

Cultural  Resources 

The  WSA  does  not  possess  cultural  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or 
proposed  for  nomination  for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places.  No  cultural  sites  have  been  recorded  within  the  WSA. 

Water  Sources 

No  water  sources  have  been  identified  within  the  study  area. 
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EVERGREEN  ABC  WSA   (NV-050-01R-16) 

General   Characteristics 

The  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  is  made-up  of  three  small    sub-areas  separated  by  private 
lands.     Sub-area  A  encompasses  2,194  acres,  B  encompasses  289  and  C  comprises 
211   acres,   for  a  combined  total   of  2,694  acres.     The  study  area  is  located 
south  of  Alamo,  Nevada,   sandwhiched  between  the  Desert  National   Wildlife  Range 
and  U.S.  Highway  93    The  western  boundary  is  contiguous  with  the  northeast  end 
of  the  Desert  National   Wildlife  Range  boundary  and  the  eastern  boundary  is 
made-up  of  a  powerline  right-of-way  and  dirt  road. 

The  WSA  consists  primarily  of  a  broad,  easterly  sloping  bajada  with  numerous 
small    draws  and  washes  carving  their  way  to  the  east  from  the  study  area's 
western  border.     Vegetation  consists  of  low-growing  desert  shrubs,  mainly 
creosote,   saltbush,  yucca,   and  scattered  Joshua  trees. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  is  primarily  in  a  natural   condition,  containing  two  small    stock 
reservoirs  within  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA.     The  most  prominant  visible 
mart-made   features  are  located  outside  the  WSA  (highway,   powerline,   roads), 
along  the  area's  eastern  boundary. 

Solitude 

The  WSA's  extremely  small    size,   low-growing  vegetation  and  flat  upward  sloping 
topography  provides  the  area  with  minimal    screening  and  virtually  no  secluded 
spots  available  for  experiencing  solitude.     The  WSA  on  its  own  merit  does  not 
possess  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

The  area  offers  limited  opportunities  for  horseback  riding,  hiking  and  nature 
study  as  the  WSA's  extremely  small  size  limits  movement.  Few  interesting 
locales  and  interesting  features  are  located  within  the  WSA  that  would  draw 
visitors  to  the  area  to  participate  in  primitive  recreational  experiences.  At 
best  the  area  would  be  used  for  access  into  the  Desert  National  Wildlife 
Range. 

Supplemental  Values 

Cultural  resources  such  as  shelter  caves,  lithic  scatter  and  temporary 
campsites  are  found  within  the  White  River  Drainage  which,  passes  through 
portions  of  the  WSA. 
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The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has 
been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

Mineral  Resources 

No  known  metallic  or  nonmetallic  mineral  deposits  exist  within  the  WSA  as  the 
geologic  conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  these  minerals. 
To  date  no  mines,  prospects  or  mining  claims  have  been  identified  within  the 
WSA.  The  exploration  for  any  potential  locatable  minerals  in  not  projected 
for  the  WSA. 

The  entire  area  has  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  salable  minerals 
(GEM,  1983).  Sand  and  gravel  deposits  may  occur  in  the  alluvial  areas,  but  no 
commercial  value  is  anticipated. 

Energy  Resources 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  oil 
and  gas  because  of  its  position  with  respect  to  the  Overthrust  Belt  and 
sedimentary  basin  concept  (GEM,  1983).  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  To 
date,  no  wells  have  been  drilled  nor  has  any  geophysical  exploration  been 
conducted  within  the  WSA.  Exploration  for  or  development  of  potential  energy 
resources  is  not  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Recreation  Values 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  sites  within  the  WSA.     Approximately  35 
visits  of  motorized  recreational   use,   such  as  dirt  biking  and  off-road 
driving,  are  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  WSA.     Non-motorized 
recreation,   such  as  horseback  riding  does  occasionally  occur  within  the  WSA. 

Livestock  Grazing 

The  Evergreen  WSA  contains  about  four  percent  of  the  Lower  Lake  East  Allotment 
and  less  than  one  percent  of  the  Delamar  Allotment.  The  portion  of  the  Lower 
Lake  East  Allotment  located  within  the  WSA  utilizes  an  estimated  26  AUMs  for 
cattle  and  the  Delamar  Allotment  an  estimated  30  AUMs  for  cattle.  Range 
developments  within  the  WSA  include  two  small  earthen  reservoirs.  These 
provide  water  for  livestock  and  wildlife.  No  other  range  developments  exist 
within  the  WSA  and  none  are  proposed. 

Wildlife  Resources 

The  study  area  has  been  identified  as  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat.  There 
are  no  existing  wildlife  habitat  improvements  within  the  study  area. 
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Lands  and  Realty 

The  Western  Regional   Corridor  Study  completed  for  Nevada  in  1986  has 
identified  a  good  portion  of  the  unit  for  a  possible  utility  corridor.     The 
WSA  contains  one  material    site  with  right-of-way  issued  to  the  Nevada 
Department  of  Transportation.     The  right-of-way  was  issued  prior  to  1976  and 
may  be  utilized  for  perpetuity.     Private  land  holdings  separate  the  three 
parcels  of  the  WSA. 

Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has 
been  identified  within  the  WSA. 

Cultural  Resources 

The  WSA  does  not  possess  cultural  resources  that  are  currently  listed  or 
proposed  for  nomination  for  listing  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places.  Cultural  resources,  lithic  scatters,  shelter  caves  and  campsites, 
have  been  recorded  within  the  White  River  Drainage,  which  passes  through  the 
WSA. 

Water  Sources 

No  intermittent  or  perennial  seeps  and  springs  have  been  recorded  within  the 
WSA. 
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LAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  ISA 

General  Characteristics 

The  ISA  is  composed  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area.  Located  in 
the  western  portion  of  Humboldt  County,  approximately  78  miles  northwest  of 
Winnemucca,  it  was  established  as  a  natural  area  in  1973  and  encompasses 
12,315  acres  of  land.  The  major  objective  of  the  Natural  Area  is  to  ensure 
the  preservation  of  the  Lahontan  cutthroat  trout,  a  threatened  species  of 
fish,  in  its  natural  habitat  and  to  maximize  available  spawning  areas. 
Natural  features  of  the  area  consist  of  scattered  stands  of  aspen  and  mountain 
mahogany,  mountains  and  creeks.  Elevation  ranges  from  a  low  of  6,120  feet  on 
the  west  boundary  to  a  high  of  8,799  feet  located  on  an  unnamed  mountain  near 
the  northeast  corner.  Access  to  the  ISA  is  possible  from  the  north,  east  or 
west,  although  the  western  access  road  is  usually  extremely  rough  and  is 
seldom  used.  There  are  22  miles  of  cherrystemmed  road  and  six  separate 
parcels  of  private  lands  totaling  1,256  acres  (10  percent  of  the  ISA)  within 
the  ISA.  There  are  no  State  lands  within  the  ISA. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area  ISA  has  been  subdivided  into  12 
individual  units  by  the  22  miles  of  cherrystemmed  roads  which  run  through  the 
area.  Each  of  these  subunits  contains  less  than  5,000  acres.  Because  of  its 
natural  area  significance,  it  has  been  evaluated  for  wilderness. 

The  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area  is  an  outstandingly  beautiful  area 
with  its  running  water,  large  stands  of  quaking  aspen,  willow  and  mahogany 
tree,  lush  meadows,  colorful  rock  formations  and  good  populations  of 
wildlife.  While  some  small  portions  of  the  ISA  are  in  a  natural  condition, 
there  are  numerous  intrusions,  including  22  miles  of  roads,  fences,  corrals 
and  several  cabins  which  would  be  impossible  to  rehabilitate  without  altering 
the  objectives  of  the  natural  area  and  obtaining  the  private  parcels  of  land 
located  within  the  ISA. 

Sol i  tude 

Because  of  the  limited  size,  easy  access  from  three  directions,  extensive  road 
system  throughout  the  area  and  the  private  inhol dings  the  solitude  for  the 
area  has  been  classified  as  marginal.  Although  there  are  many  areas  where  the 
visitor  experiences  solitude  because  of  the  topography  and  vegetation,  the 
numerous  examples  of  man's  presence  in  the  area  severely  detracts  for  the 
experience. 


3-39 


Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation 

There  are  good  recreation  opportunities  within  the  ISA.  Activities  such  as 
backpacking,  hunting,  nature  study,  horseback  riding,  photography,  cross 
country  skiing  and  winter  camping  are  all  feasible.  Although  the  creeks 
contain  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout,  it  is  not  legal  to  fish  the  creeks. 
However,  due  to  the  small  sizes  of  the  creeks,  the  fish  are  usually  quite 
viewable.  The  presence  of  cool,  flowing  appeals  to  a  number  of  people  who 
desire  a  change  from  the  hot,  arid  surroundings. 

Supplemental  Values 

The  outstanding  special  feature  of  the  ISA  is  the  presence  of  the  Lahontan 
cutthroat  trout.  The  fact  that  these  fish  use  the  stream  in  the  area  as 
spawning  grounds  was  the  reason  for  the  creation  of  the  Natural  Area.  To 
protect  the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  steams,  2,410  acres  or  20  percent  of 
the  ISA,  were  fenced  to  exclude  livestock  from  their  headwaters.  The  trout  is 
listed  as  "threatened"  on  the  "Federal  Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered 
Species". 

An  additional  aspect  of  the  livestock  exclosure  is  its  effect  on  riparian 
vegetation.  Among  the  reasons  for  the  exclosure  was  the  protection  of  the 
vegetation  and  prevention  of  trampling  of  streambanks.  Stabilization  of  the 
watershed  was  a  major  objective.  Since  the  exclosure  was  established,  there 
has  been  increased  plant  vigor.  Reestablishment  of  the  original,  native  plant 
community  and  improvement  of  wildlife  habitat  have  occurred. 

Several  additional  values  are  present.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  water 
concentrated  in  a  small  area  of  three  creeks:  Pole,  Mahogany  and  Summer 
Camp.  Large  stands  of  aspen  trees  and  scattered  groups  of  mountain  mahogany 
can  be  found  throughout  the  area.  A  wide  assortment  of  wildlife  is  present 
within  the  ISA,  such  as  mule  deer,  antelope,  chukar,  sage  grouse,  coyote, 
bobcat  and  quail . 

Mineral  Resources 

Mineral  interest  in  the  area  is  low.  Old  assessment  scars  can  be  found 
throughout  the  northern  section  of  the  Natural  Area.  A  mineral  examination 
conducted  in  1966  resulted  in  all  12,316  acres  of  the  ISA  being  closed  to 
mineral  entry.  Analysis  of  samples  from  the  area  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines  in 
Salt  Lake  City  and  the  Chemical  Research  Engineer  in  Sacramento  revealed  that 
the  area  contains  no  value  for  precious  metals  or  other  minerals. 

Energy  Resources 

No  known  oil  and  gas,  geothermal ,  uranium  or  thorium  deposits  occur  within  the 
ISA.  There  are  no  existing  or  pending  oil,  gas  or  geothermal  leases. 
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Recreation  Values 

Non-motorized  recreation  use  is  primarily  composed  of  hunting  use  for  big  game 
(deer  and  antelope)  and  upland  game  birds.     There  are  currently  about  200 
visits  per  year  in  the  ISA  associated  with  non-motorized  recreation.     Big  game 
hunters  are  under  a  permit  system  which  is  strictly  regulated  by  the  Nevada 
Division  of  Wildlife.     Other  non-motorized  activities  include  photography, 
camping,   rockhounding,   hiking  and  nature  study. 

Motorized  recreation  use  accounts  for  about  50  visits  annually  to  the  area. 
Most  of  this  use  occurs  on  existing  roads  to  permit  access  for  camping,   hiking 
and  hunting.     About  5  times  a  year  a  camper  will   drive  off-road  to  get  closer 
to  the  streams,  leaving  ruts  and  tracks  through  soft  damp  areas. 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  ISA. 

Livestock  Grazing 

The  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  ISA  lies  within  two  grazing  allotments  -  the 
Soldier  Meadows  Allotment  located  in  the  Sonoma-Gerlach  Resource  Area  and  the 
Paiute  Meadows  Allotment  located  in  the  Paradise-Denio  Resource  Area.     Both 
allotments  are  controlled  by  one  permittee.     With  the  exception  of  160  acres 
located  in  the  Paiute  Meadows  Allotment  the  remaining  12,156  acres  are  located 
in  the  Soldier  Meadows  Allotment.     Within  the  12,156  acres  is  the  2,410  acre 
fenced  exclosure.     The  Paiute  Meadows  Allotment  contains  less  than  10  AUMs  and 
no  range  improvements.     The  Soldier  Meadows  Allotment  contains  between  400  and 
450  AUMs  and  nine  range  associated  projects  including  four  small   reservoirs, 
several   fences  and  two  cattleguards.     No  projects  or  vegetative  manipulations 
are  planned.     An  Allotment  Management  Plan  is  anticipated  for  the  Soldier 
Meadows  Allotment  at  a  future  date. 

Wildlife  Resources 

Wild  game  is  plentiful  in  the  form  of  mule  deer,  pronghorn  antelope  and  chukar 
partridge,  with  the  quality  of  hunting  considered  to  be  very  good.  Most 
hunting  is  regulated  under  permit,  license  and  quota  system  administered  by 
the  Nevada  Department  of  Wildlife. 

There  are  seven  wildlife  improvements  associated  with  the  HMP  completed  for 
the  Natural  Area,  including  fences,  gabions,  fish  passes,  water  bars  and  an 
aspen  rehabilitation  project. 

Lands  and  Realty 

Private  lands  in  the  ISA  total  1,256  acres.  They  are  associated  with  the 
Soldier  Meadows  Ranch.  Presently,  there  are  no  planned  land  actions  in  the 
area.  No  utility  corridors  are  present  or  planned. 
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Threatened  and  Endangered  Species 

There  are  no  Threatened  and  Endangered  species  present  other  than  the  Lahontan 
cutthroat  trout  which  were  discussed  in  the  Supplemental  Values  section. 

Cultural  Resources 

An  inventory  was  conducted  that  covered  most  of  the  ISA.  Also,  another 
inventory  was  carried  out  that  dealt  with  an  area  adjacent  to  the  study  area. 
Both  surveys  disclosed  prehistoric  and  historic  sites  along  Summer  Camp  and 
Mahogany  Creeks,  as  well  as  elsewhere  in  the  study  area.  There  are  a  series 
of  prehistoric  hunting  blinds  adjacent  to  the  study  area,  but  none  are  present 
within  it.  There  are  no  National  Register  sites  or  sites  that  have  been 
declared  as  being  eligible  for  the  National  Register  present.  No  Cultural 
Resource  Management  Plans  have  been  developed  for  the  area  and  none  are 
proposed. 

Water  Sources 

Water  is  fairly  abundant  in  the  ISA.  Besides  the  two  permanent  streams, 
Mahogany  Creek  and  Summer  Camp  Creek,  and  the  intermittent  stream,  Pole  Creek, 
there  are  28  permanent  springs,  10  intermittent  springs  and  5  intermittent 
seeps.  The  total  output  for  the  water  sources  is  approximately  160  gallons 
per  minute. 
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CHAPTER 


ENVIRONMENTAL  CONSEQUENCES 


INTRODUCTION 


This  chapter  describes  the  environmental  consequences  of  implementing  the 
different  wilderness  alternatives.  The  impacts  are  summarized  in  Tables  2-1 
through  2-14  in  Chapter  2.  Only  the  required  elements  and  the  environmental 
issues  (impact  topics)  that  were  identified  during  scoping  are  discussed  and 
analyzed  in  this  chapter.  The  Scoping  section  in  Chapter  1  contains  a  list  of 
the  impact  topics. 

A  discussion  of  the  adverse  impacts  which  cannot  be  avoided,  the  relationship 
between  short-term  uses  of  man's  environment  and  the  maintenance  and 
enhancement  of  long-term  productivity,  and  the  irreversible  and  irretrievable 
commitment  of  resources  can  be  found  following  the  analysis  of  the 
alternatives  in  this  chapter. 

MARBLE  CANYON  WSA  (NV-040-086) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  8,300  acres  out  of  19,150  acres  of  public  land, 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining 
10,850  acres  of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Natural ness  (Suitable  Portion) 

A  slight,  positive,  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  with  the  closure  of  the 
recommended  suitable  portion  to  off-road  vehicles.  This  action  would  halt  the 
formation  of  new  tracks  associated  with  repeated  motorized  vehicle  use.  Also 
benefiting  naturalness  would  be  the  withdrawal  of  the  area  to  additional 
mineral  exploration  and  possible  development. 

Naturalness  (Monsuitable  Portion) 


Surface  disturbance  associated  with  mineral  exploration  activities,  including 
access  and  drill  pads,  would  physically  disturb  and  impair  the  natural 
character  of  6   acres  north  of  Bars  Canyon  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the 
WSA.  This  disturbance  would  include  construction  of  drill  pads  and  up  to  2 
miles  of  bladed  access  resulting  in  localized  areas  of  scarified  topography. 
The  visual  impacts  of  these  disturbances  would  be  limited  to  about  6  acres  by 
he  broken  topography  and  the  screening  provided  by  the  juniper  woodland. 


*• 


4-1 


Two  stock  reservoirs  (.25  acres  each)  would  be  constructed  along  the  eastern 
bench  in  the  nonsui table  portion  of  the  WSA.  Disturbance  of  soil  and 
vegetation  would  result  from  the  use  of  a  bulldozer  in  constructing  the 
reservoirs  and  from  cattle  congregation  around  the  reservoirs.  Naturalness 
values  would  be  impaired  on  Z   acres  within  the  immediate  vicinity  of  each 
reservoir.  The  structures  themselves  would  result  in  a  modified  landform  and 
detract  little  from  the  natural  character  of  the  area  because  of  the  open  but 
dissected  nature  of  the  terrain  where  they  are  to  be  constructed. 

The  bi-annual  use  of  two  motorbikes  for  livestock  trailing  and  approximately 
17  motorized  recreational  visits  per  year   would  continue  within  the 
nonsuitable  area.  Continued  use  of  vehicles  off  roads  would  gradually  impair 
the  natural  character  on  accessible  portions  of  the  USA  over  the  long  term  as 
vehicle  tracks  are  imprinted  on  the  landscape. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion) 

Solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  opportunities  would  be 
slightly  impaired  from  vehicle  travel,  drilling,  and  blasting  associated  with 
marble  exploration  in  the  nonsuitable  portion.  These  sights  and  sounds  would 
affect  solitude  in  the  suitable  area  south  of  Bars  Canyon.  There  would  be 
negligible  long-term  effects  to  solitude  due  to  the  temporary  short  duration 
nature  of  the  operations. 

The  elimination  of  additional  mineral  exploration  and  possible  development,  as 
well  as  the  elimination  of  off-road  vehicle  use  would  tend  to  insure  continued 
solitude  and  primitive  recreation. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) 

A  small  exploration  program  targeting  marble  reserves  would  impair  solitude 
and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  opportunities  near  Bar's  Canyon  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  Sights  and  sounds  from  vehicle  travel, 
drilling  and  blasting  would  be  limited  by  the  broken  topography  and  the 
screening  provided  by  the  juniper  woodland.  Long-term  effects  on  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  would  be  negligible  due  to  the  sporadic  and 
temporary  nature  of  these  mining  disturbances.  Solitude  would  be  slightly 
diminished  during  the  construction  of  two  stock  reservoirs  along  the  eastern 
bench  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Within  the  western  part  of  the  nonsuitable  area,  motorbikes  are  used  by 
permittees  to  trail  livestock  through  the  area.  The  time  of  year  this 
activity  occurs  is  dependant  on  the  rotation  cycles  of  pastures  between  the 
BLM  and  the  Forest  Service  lands.  The  effects  on  solitude  are  minor. 
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Special  Features 

The  bristlecone  pine  and  many  of  the  scenic  geologic  features  and 
archaeological  values,  as  well  as  some  of  the  prime  raptor  habitat  are  located 
within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  and  would  receive  the  added  protection 
afforded  from  wilderness  designation.  The  special  features  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion  which  include  raptor  habitat,  archaeological  values  and  scenic 
geologic  features  are  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  even  without 
wilderness  designation.  Due  to  the  ruggedness  and  inaccessibility  of  the 
special  features,  the  few  activities  expected  to  occur  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion  would  have  little  affect  on  them. 

CONCLUSION:  The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA 
as  wilderness  would  be  to  preserve  the  excellent  opportunities  for 
solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation,  highly  scenic 
geologic  values  and  the  stands  of  bristlecone  pine.  Long-term  physical 
impacts  to  the  wilderness  qualities  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA 
would  occur  on  approximately  10  acres.  These  impacts  would  be 
concentrated  north  of  Bars  Canyon  and  on  the  eastern  benches  of  the  WSA. 
The  majority  of  the  disturbance  would  be  related  to  marble  exploration  and 
stock  reservoir  construction.  The  remaining  10,840  acres  would  retain 
their  wilderness  values  except  for  the  creation  of  a  few  primitive 
two-track  routes. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  8,300  acre  suitable  portion  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA 
would  be  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  mineral  entry.  Exploration  and 
development  of  marble  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands 
within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  suitable  portion  has  been 
identified  as  having  low  potential  for  mineral  resources.  Exploration  for 
marble  resources  on  valid  existing  claims  would  be  done  in  a  manner  that 
minimizes  impacts  on  the  wilderness  resource  while  protecting  the  rights  of 
the  operator.  Exploration  and  development  is  not  anticipated  to  take  place 
within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  because  of  the  low-grade  quality  of  the 
marble  and  distance  to  potential  markets.  (See  Mining  Claim  Map  in  Chapter 
3). 

All  lands  within  the  10,850  acre  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  remain 
open  for  mineral  entry.  All  potential  mineral  resources  would  be  available 
for  exploration  and  development.  This  includes  approximately  1,915  acres  of 
high  potential  for  marble  and  approximately  5,745  acres  of  moderate  potential 
for  marble,  both  located  within  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map).  Actual  development  of  mineral  resources  is  not  expected  to 
occur  within  either  the  suitable  or  nonsuitable  portions  of  the  WSA  as  a 
result  of  exploration  due  to  the  reasons  stated  above. 


4-3 


CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  marble  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 
All  lands  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to 
mineral  entry.  There  would  be  no  impacts  on  the  exploration  or 
development  of  mineral  resources  within  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  on  Grazing  Management 

The  use  of  motorbikes  to  assist  in  the  trailing  of  livestock  would  no  longer 
be  allowed  within  the  suitable  portion.  The  majority  of  the  suitable  portion 
is  too  rugged  to  accommodate  the  use  of  motorbikes.  Trailing  could  still  be 
accomplished  by  horseback  through  the  suitable  portion  or  by  using  motorbikes 
just  to  the  west  within  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

The  two  livestock  reservoirs  proposed  to  be  constructed  to  provide 
intermittent  water  sources  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
built.  There  would  be  no  impacts  on  grazing  management  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

CONCLUSION:  The  use  of  motorbikes  to  assist  in  the  trailing  of 
livestock  would  not  be  allowed  in  the  suitable  portion;  however,  the 
elimination  of  this  activity  would  have  only  a  negligible  effect  on 
grazing  operations  since  only  a  small  portion  of  the  suitable  area  lends 
itself  to  motorbike  use. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  from  mineral  exploration  and  construction  of  two  stock  reservoirs 
projected  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  allow 
all   present  short-term  uses  to  continue.     Mineral   exploration  would  reduce 
naturalness  over  the  long  term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

There  would  be  no  irreversible  and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness 
resource  because  the  only  irreversible  activity,  mining  is  not  expected  to 
occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   19,150  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Marble  Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 
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Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Surface  disturbance  associated  with  mineral  exploration  activities  on  valid 
claims,  including  minimal  access  construction  and  drill  pads,  would  physically 
disturb  and  impair  the  natural  character  of  2  acres  within  the  Bars  Canyon 
area  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA.  Construction  of  drill  pads  and  access  would 
result  in  localized  areas  of  scarified  topography  which  would  last  many 
years.  The  visual  impacts  of  these  disturbances  would  be  limited  by  the 
broken  topography  and  the  screening  provided  by  the  juniper  woodland. 

A  slight,  positive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  with  the  closure  of  the 
WSA  to  motorized  recreational  vehicles  (approximately  25  visits  per  year). 
This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  two-wheel  tracks  associated  with 
repeated  motorized-vehicle  use.  Also  benefiting  naturalness  would  be  the 
withdrawal  of  the  area  to  additional  mineral  exploration. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  slightly  impaired  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  WSA  from  the  presence  of  a  small  exploration  program  targeting 
marble  reserves.  Sights  and  sounds  from  vehicle  travel,  drilling  and  blasting 
would  be  limited,  however,  by  the  broken  topography  and  the  screening  provided 
by  the  juniper  woodland.  There  would  be  negligible  long-term  effects  to 
solitude  and  primitive  recreation  due  to  the  temporary  short  duration  nature 
of  the  operations.  The  elimination  of  additional  marble  exploration  would 
insure  continued  solitude  and  primitive  recreation. 

Special  Features 

The  area's  special   features  including  bristlecone  pine,   scenic  geologic 
features,   archaeological   values  and  raptor  habitat  would  remain  protected 
under  this  alternative.     They  would  receive  the  added  protection  afforded  from 
wilderness  designation. 

CONCLUSION:     The  result  of  designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  be  to 
preserve  the  bristlecone  pine,  geologic  and  archaeological   values  and 
prime  raptor  habitat.     The  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  the 
opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would  be  retained  on 
19,148  acres. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral   Resources 

The  entire  19,150  acre  Marble  Canyon  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from  all    forms  of 
mineral   entry.     Exploration  and  development  of  marble  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all   unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.     This  includes  approximately 
1,915  acres  of  high  potential   for  marble  and  approximately  5,745  acres  of 
moderate  potential    for  marble,   both  located  within  the  northern  portion  of  the 
WSA.     (See  Mineral   Favorability  and  Mining  Claims  Maps). 
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Exploration  for  mineral  resources  on  valid  existing  claims  would  be  done  in  a 
manner  that  minimizes  impacts  on  the  wilderness  resource  while  protecting  the 
rights  of  the  operator.  Exploration  to  determine  the  extent  of  marble 
deposits,  disturbing  approximately  2  acres,  would  take  place  within  the  WSA. 
With  or  without  wilderness  designation,  actual  development  of  mineral 
resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place  within  the  WSA  due  to  the  low  grade 
quality  of  the  marble  and  the  distance  to  potential  markets. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Restricted  exploration 
activity  would  occur.  Development  of  the  marble  reserves  is  not  expected 
to  take  place. 

Impacts  on  Grazing  Management 

The  two  stock  reservoirs  proposed  to  be  constructed  to  provide  intermittent 
water  sources  on  the  east  bench  would  not  be  constructed.  This  would  not 
affect  current  grazing  practices  within  the  WSA.  The  presence  of  the 
reservoirs  would  help  tap  available  run-off;  however,  water  hauling  by  the 
operator  would  still  be  necessary  and  continue.  The  use  of  motorbikes  for  the 
trailing  of  cattle  would  not  be  allowed  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative. 
Switching  from  the  use  of  motorbikes  to  horses  to  accomplish  livestock 
trailing  would  be  more  costly  and  time  consuming,  thereby  imparting  some 
inconvenience  to  the  operator. 

CONCLUSION:  The  construction  of  two  stock  reservoirs  would  not  be 
allowed.  The  absence  of  the  reservoirs  would  have  no  effect  on  current 
grazing  practices.  The  switching  from  the  use  of  motorbikes  to  horses  to 
accomplish  livestock  trailing  would  have  a  slight  adverse  economic  impact 
on  the  operator. 

No  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  entire  19,150  acres  of  the  Marble 
Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Surface  disturbance  associated  with  mineral  exploration  activities,  including 
access  routes  and  drill  pads,  would  physically  disturb  and  impair  the  natural 
character  of  6  acres  north  of  Bars  Canyon  in  the  WSA.  Construction  of  drill 
pads  and  up  to  2  miles  of  access  would  result  in  localized  areas  of  scarified 
topography  which  would  last  many  years.  The  visual  impacts  of  these 
disturbances  would  be  limited  to  approximately  6  acres  by  the  broken 
topography  and  the  screening  provided  by  the  juniper  woodland. 
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Two  stock  reservoirs  (.25  acres  each)  would  be  constructed  along  the  eastern 
bench  in  the  WSA.  Disturbance  of  soil  and  vegetation  would  result  from  the 
use  of  a  bulldozer  in  constructing  the  reservoirs  and  from  cattle  congregation 
around  the  reservoirs.  Naturalness  values  would  be  impaired  on  2  acres  within 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  each  reservoir.  The  structures  themselves  would 
result  in  a  modified  landform  and  detract  from  the  natural  character  of  the 
area  because  of  the  open  nature  of  the  terrain  where  they  are  to  be 
constructed. 

The  bi-annual  use  of  two  to  four  motorbikes  for  livestock  trailing, vehicle  use 
for  mineral  exploration  and  25  motorized  recreational  visits  per  year  would 
continue.  Continued  long-term  use  of  vehicles  off  roads  would  gradually 
create  a  few  primitive  two-track  routes.  These  vehicle  trails  would  be 
dispersed  along  the  more  accessible  eastern  benches  of  the  WSA. 

Sol itude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

A  small  exploration  program  targeting  marble  reserves  would  impair  solitude 
and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  opportunities  near  Bar's  Canyon. 
Sights  and  sounds  from  vehicle  travel,  drilling  and  blasting  would  be  limited 
by  the  broken  topography  and  the  screening  provided  by  the  juniper  woodland. 
Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  slightly 
diminished  during  the  construction  of  two  stock  reservoirs  along  the  eastern 
bench. 

Within  the  western  part  of  the  WSA,  motorbikes  are  used  by  permittees  to  trail 
livestock  through  the  area.  The  time  of  year  this  activity  occurs  is 
dependant  on  the  rotation  cycles  of  pastures  between  the  BLM  and  the  Forest 
Service  lands.  The  effects  on  solitude  are  minor. 

Special  Features 

The  area's  special   features  including  bristlecone  pine  and  archaeological 
values  would  be  largely  unaffected.     The  bristlecone  pine  are  located  in  a 
very  rugged  area  where  no  disturbing  uses  are  expected  to  occur.     The  geologic 
features,   raptor  habitat,   and  archaeological   values  located  within  the 
steep-walled  Bar's  Canyon  and  Marble  Canyons  are  fairly  inaccessible  and  would 
not  be  affected  to  any  large  degree  by  activities  proposed  within  the  WSA.     A 
2-acre  portion  in  the  Bar's  Canyon  area  would  be  slightly  impaired  due  to  the 
marble  exploration  program.     These  impacts  would  be  short-lived  and  no 
long-term  impacts  are  expected. 

CONCLUSION:     Long  term  physical   impairment  to  the  wilderness  qualities 
would  occur  on  approximately  10  acres  near  Bars  Canyon  and  the  eastern 
bench  of  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA.     Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
unconfined  recreation  would  be  largely  unaffected.     The  bristlecone  pine 
and  archaeological   values  would  be  unaffected.     Some  raptor  habitat  would 
be  slightly  impaired  in  the  vicinity  of  Bars  Canyon.     The  remaining  19,140 
acres  would  retain  their  wilderness  values  except  for  the  creation  of  a 
few  primitive  two-tracked  routes. 
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Impacts  on  Exploration  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  Marble  Canyon  WSA  would  remain  open  for  mineral  entry. 
All  potential  mineral  resources  would  be  available  for  exploration  and 
development.  This  includes  approximately  1,915  acres  of  high  potential  for 
marble  and  approximately  5,745  acres  of  moderate  potential  for  marble,  both 
located  within  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA.  (See  Mineral  Favorability 
Map). 

Because  all  potential  minerals  would  remain  available  for  development,  there 
would  be  no  impact  on  the  exploration  for  or  development  of  potential  mineral 
resources. 

CONCLUSION:  All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  mineral 
entry.  There  would  be  no  impacts  on  the  exploration  or  development  of 
mineral  resources. 

Impacts  on  Grazing  Management 

The  two  livestock  water  reservoirs  proposed  along  the  east  bench  of  the  Marble 
Canyon  WSA  would  be  constructed  and  the  use  of  motorbikes  for  trailing  of 
livestock  would  continue. 

CONCLUSION:  There  would  be  no  impact  on  grazing  management  within  the 
Marble  Canyon  WSA  under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative. 


z&r- 


4-8 


^D^^HM^BI^^MIi^^HH^:: 


FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  1  (NV-050-201) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  11,090  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.  1  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  from  the  material 
sites  rights-of-way  would  physically  disturb  320  acres  within  the  WSA. 

It  is  projected  that  exploration  would  eventually  occur  on  the  existing  mining 
claims  located  within  the  southeast  portion  of  the  WSA.  Exploration  efforts 
would  entail  the  construction  of  1  mile  of  road  and  the  trenching  of  test 
pits.  A  projected  total  of  2.5  acres  of  ground  would  be  physically  disturbed 
from  this  mining  activity. 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  extending  the  14  mile  length 
of  the  WSA.  Construction  projections  of  five  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and 
two  fiber  optic  lines,  and  three  access  roads  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  480  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers  and 
transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform, 
detracting  from  the  natural  character  of  the  entire  area  because  of  the  open 
terrain  where  they  are  to  be  constructed. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  cross  country,  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use.  The  study  area's  terrain  consists  of  an  open  bajada  that  is 
readily  accessible  to  vehicles.  The  construction  of  access  roads  associated 
with  the  projected  development  of  new  utilities  would  increase  accessibility 
into  the  WSA  for  motorized  vehicles.  The  newly  created  tracks  and  ways  from 
increased  off-road  activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  20  acres 
within  the  WSA.  (Notorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  45  to  90  visits  annually. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  within  the 
WSA  would  be  lost  as  a  result  of  the  unnatural  sights  and  sounds  created  by 
the  continuing  use  of  heavy  equipment  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
the  proposed  utilities  and  associated  roads,  and  by  motorized  recreational 
vehicles.  In  addition,  there  would  be  continued  use  of  heavy  motorized 
vehicles  to  extract  sand  and  gravel  from  the  three  existing  material  sites  and 
exploration  of  existing  mining  claims.  Increased  motorized  activity  would 
also  contribute  to  the  loss  of  opportunities  for  solitude  within  the  WSA. 
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The  aforementioned  activities  would  further  diminish  opportunities  for 
primitive  (non-motorized)  recreation  within  the  WSA.  Under  the  Proposed 
Action,  visitors  would  be  less  inclined  to  frequent  the  area  for  hiking,  rock 
collecting  and  sightseeing.  Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  15  to  20  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  crucial  (40  to  100 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map). 

Surface  disturbing  activities,  ie.  construction  of  utilities,  mineral 
exploration,  and  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  projected  to  occur  within 
the  WSA  would  create  a  serious  habitat  fragmentation  of  the  last  stronghold 
for  the  Las  Vegas/Coyote  Springs  Valley  desert  tortoise  gene  pool.  This 
fragmentation  of  habitat  could,  over  the  long  term,  result  in  the  loss  of  this 
crucial  population. 

CONCLUSION:  The  projected  development  of  utilities,  mineral 
exploration,  increased  cross  country  vehicle  use  and  extraction  of  sand 
and  gravel  would  physically  disturb  approximately  823  acres  within  the 
WSA.  The  natural  perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the 
construction  of  utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape. 
Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances  lost  due  to  the 
audio  and  visual  distractions  from  the  aforementioned  activities  occurring 
in  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise  population 
could  occur  under  the  Proposed  Action. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA  would  remain  open  for  mineral 
entry.  All  potential  mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development.  Included  are  11,090  acres  having  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  sand  and  gravel  resources.  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map). 

Because  all  potential  minerals  would  remain  available  for  development,  there 
would  be  no  impact  on  the  exploration  or  development  of  mineral  resources. 
Mineral  development  is  not  foreseen  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  mineral 
entry.  There  would  be  no  impacts  on  the  exploration  or  development  of 
mineral  resources. 
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Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational   use.     Motorized 
recreational   uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  45  to  90  visits 
annually.     The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur  along  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  WSA,  where  the  projected  access  roads  would  be  constructed.     The  WSA 
provides  opportunities   for  motorized  hunting  and  trapping  access,   dirt-biking, 
off-road  driving  and  limited  vehicle  camping. 

CONCLUSION:     Motorized  recreational   use  would  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in  association  with  projected 
utilities  construction.     No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to 
occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  11,090  acre  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   1  WSA  would  be  available  for  the 
development  of  utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by  potential   users,   for  a 
possible  1  mile  wide  designated  utility  corridor.     This  would  allow  the 
projected  construction  of  both  above  and  below  ground  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:     The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Material   Sites 

All   lands  within  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   1   WSA  would  remain  open  for  the 
development  of  material   sites.     Sand  and  gravel   deposits  would  be  extracted 
from  three  existing  material   site  rights-of-way  located  within  the  WSA.     No 
other  rights-of-way  are  projected  to  be  issued  for  material    sites  within  the 
WSA. 

CONCLUSION:     All   lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  the 
development  of  material    sites.     There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  extraction 
of  materials  from  the  three  existing  material    sites. 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

The  nondesignation  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.   1  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
result  in  an  adverse  impact  to  the  estimated  11,090  acres  of  crucial   desert 
tortoise  habitat  available  within  the  area.     (See  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map).     The  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  and 
associated  access  routes  within  the  potential   utility  corridor,  extraction  of 
sand  and  gravel,  mineral   exploration  activity,   and  increased  off-road 
recreational   vehicle  use  would  remove  vegetation  and  soils.     As  a  result  of 
these  projected  activities,  an  estimated  823  acres  (eight  percent)  out  of  the 
WSA's  11,090  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost. 
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CONCLUSION:     Under  the  Proposed  Action,   adverse  impacts  would  occur  to 
the  11,090  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the 
WSA.     An  estimated  total   of  823  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat 
(eight  percent)  would  be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and 
associated  access  routes,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  mineral 
exploration  activity  and  increased  off-road  vehicle  use. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  and  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  from  off-road  motorized 
recreational   use,  mineral   exploration,   sand  and  gravel   extraction  and 
construction  of  utilities  within  a  potential   designated  utility  corridor. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all   present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.     Projected  increase  in  cross  country  motorized  recreational   use, 
mineral   exploration,   sand  and  gravel   extraction  and  construction  of  utilities 
within  a  potential   designated  utility  corridor  would  reduce  naturalness  and 
crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  over  the  long  term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utilities  and  associated  access  routes  within  a 
potential   designated  utility  corridor  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  naturalness  and  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  11,090  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Naturalness  values  would  be  retained  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to  motorized 
recreational  vehicles,  thus  eliminating  45  visits  of  cross  country,  off-road 
motorized  recreational  use  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  study  area. 
This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  tracks  and  ways  associated  with 
repeated  cross  county  and  off-road  vehicle  use.  However,  occasional 
unauthorized  use  is  projected  to  occur,  disturbing  an  estimated  5  acres  along 
the  WSA's  eastern  boundary. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  from  three 
existing  material  sites  located  within  the  northern,  central  and  southeastern 
portions  of  the  WSA  would  physically  disturb  320  acres.  As  the  rights-of-way 
for  the  sites  were  issued  in  perpetuity  to  the  Nevada  Department  of 
Transportation,  full  utilization  of  the  sites  is  projected. 
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Naturalness  would  benefit  from  the  withdrawal  of  the  area  to  any  potential 
mineral  exploration  and  the  preclusion  of  the  projected  development  of 
utilities. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  that  exist  within  the  south-central 
portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  retained.  Visitors  would  utilize  this  portion  of 
the  WSA  as  it  offers  the  best  opportunities  for  hiking,  nature  study  and_ 
photography.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  15  to  30  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  crucial  (40  to  100 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map) . 

Surface  disturbing  activities,  ie.  authorized  sand  and  gravel  extraction, 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would  create  habitat  fragmentation  of  the 
last  stronghold  for  the  Las  Vegas/Coyote  Springs  Valley  desert  tortoise  gene 
pool.  This  fragmentation  of  habitat  could  over  the  long  term  result  in  the 
reduction  of  this  crucial  population. 

CONCLUSION:  Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for 
solitude.  Activities  related  to  the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and 
gravel  and  unauthorized  vehicle  use  would  impair  naturalness  qualities 
over  approximately  325  acres  of  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative  impacts  to 
the  desert  tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative  as  a  result  of  the  authorized  surface  disturbing  activities. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  entire  11,090  acre  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from  all 
forms  of  mineral  entry.  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources 
would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  This  includes 
approximately  11,090  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
sand  and  gravel  resources.  (See -Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  exploration  for  metallic  minerals  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness 
designation  would  not  take  place  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  due  to 
the  lack  of  valid  claims.  With  or  without  wilderness  designation,  actual 
development  of  mineral  resources  is  not  projected  within  the  WSA  due  to  the 
lack  of  interest  and  activity  within  or  near  the  area. 
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CONCLUSION:  Exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would 
be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration 
activity  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness  designation  would  not  occur 
due  to  the  lack  of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.  Development  of 
mineral  resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  11,090  acre  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1  WSA 
to  all  forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  45  visits  annually 
of  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving, 
motorized  access  for  hunting  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated  from  the 
WSA.  Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized  recreational 
use  is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized  recreational  use 
foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The 
impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  45  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  would  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities.  The 
development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable  route  that 
would  be  topographically  more  restrictive  and  costly,  thereby  imparting  some 
hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 

Impacts  on  the  Development  of  Material  Sites 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  existing  material  site  rights-of-way  for 
sand  and  gravel  would  be  utilized  by  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation. 
These  three  material  sites,  encompassing  320  acres,  were  issued  prior  to  1976, 
thereby,  ensuring  their  use  in  perpetuity.  No  impacts  to  the  development  of 
material  sites  would  occur  as  no  other  material  sites  are  projected  for 
development  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Development  of  material  sites  within  the  WSA  would  not  be 
adversely  impacted  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Full  utilization 
of  the  three  existing  material  sites  would  occur  under  perpetuity  and  no 
other  material  sites  are  projected  to  be  developed. 
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Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

Wilderness  designation  for  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  1 
preservation  of  approximately  10,765  acres  (97  percent 
the  area's  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See  Cruc 
Habitat  Map).  Designation  would  protect  against  the  1 
result  of  the  development  of  utilities  and  increased  c 
vehicle  use  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness  desi 
Action).  However,  approximately  325  acres  of  crucial 
within  the  WSA,  as  vegetation  and  soils  are  removed  du 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  use  of 
vehicles. 
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CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  would  be  preserved  within  an  estimated  97  percent  of  the 
WSA.  Approximately  325  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to  the  authorized 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use. 
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FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  2  (NV-050-216) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  17,242  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.  2  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  extending  the  11  mile  length 
of  the  WSA.  Construction  projections  of  five  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and 
two  fiber  optic  lines,  and  three  access  roads  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  385  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers  and 
transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform, 
detracting  from  the  natural  character  of  the  entire  area  because  of  the  open 
terrain  where  they  are  to  be  constructed. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  motorized  recreational  use.  A  large 
portion  of  the  study  area  consists  of  an  open  bajada,  readily  accessible  to 
vehicles.  The  construction  of  access  roads  associated  with  the  projected 
development  of  new  utilities  would  increase  accessibility  into  the  WSA  for 
motorized  vehicles.  The  newly  created  tracks  and  ways  from  increased  off-road 
activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  15  acres  within  the  WSA. 
Motorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  75  to 
125  visits  annually. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  within  the 
WSA  would  deteriorate  and  in  some  instance  lost  as  a  result  of  the  unnatural 
sights  and  sounds  created  by  the  continuing  use  of  heavy  equipment  for  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the  proposed  utilities  and  associated  access 
routes,  and  by  motorized  recreational  vehicles.  Increased  motorized  activity 
would  also  contribute  to  the  diminishing  opportunities  for  solitude  within  the 
WSA. 

The  aforementioned  activities  would  further  diminish  opportunities  for 
primitive  (non-motorized)  recreation  within  the  WSA.  Under  the  Proposed 
Action,  visitors  would  be  less  inclined  to  frequent  the  area  for  hiking,  rock 
collecting  and  sightseeing.  Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  15  to  25  visits  annually. 
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Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii ),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  63  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered 
crucial  (40  to  100  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See 
Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map). 

Surface  disturbing  activities,  ie.  construction  of  utilities  and  increased 
cross  country  vehicle  use,  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would  create  a 
serious  habitat  fragmentation  of  the  last  stronghold  for  the  Las  Vegas/Coyote 
Springs  Valley  desert  tortoise  gene  pool.  This  fragmentation  of  habitat 
could,  over  the  long  term,  result  in  the  loss  of  this  crucial  population. 

CONCLUSION:  The  projected  development  of  utilities  and  increased  cross 
country  vehicle  use  would  physically  disturb  approximately  400  acres 
within  the  WSA.  The  natural  perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  the  construction  of  utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  across 
the  landscape.  Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  opportunities 
for  primitive  recreation  would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances  lost 
due  to  the  audio  and  visual  distractions  from  the  aforementioned 
activities  occurring  in  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative  impacts  to  the  desert 
tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the  Proposed  Action. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized 
recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  75  to  125  visits 
annually.  The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur  along  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  WSA,  where  the  projected  access  roads  would  be  constructed.  The  WSA 
provides  opportunities  for  motorized  access  for  hunting  and  trapping, 
dirt-biking,  off-road  driving  and  limited  vehicle  camping. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in  association  with  projected 
utilities  construction.  Mo  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to 
occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  17,242  acre  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  would  be  available  for  the 
development  of  utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by  potential  users,  for  a 
possible  1  mile  wide  designated  utility  corridor.  This  would  allow  the 
projected  construction  of  both  above  and  below  ground  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 
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Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

The  nondesignation  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
result  in  an  adverse  impact  to  the  estimated  11,007  acres  of  crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  available  within  the  area.  (See  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map).  The  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  and 
associated  access  routes  within  the  potential  utility  corridor  and  increased 
off-road  recreational  vehicle  use  would  remove  vegetation  and  soils.  As  a 
result  of  these  projected  activities,  an  estimated  400  acres  (one  percent)  out 
of  the  WSA's  11,007  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to 
the  11,007  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the 
WSA.  An  estimated  total  of  400  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
(one  percent)  would  be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and 
associated  access  routes  and  increased  off-road  vehicle  use. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  from  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use  and  construction  of  utility  lines  within  a  potential 
designated  utility  corridor. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Projected  increase  in  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use  and 
construction  of  utilities  within  a  potential  designated  utility  corridor  would 
reduce  naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  over  the  long  term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utilities  and  associated  access  routes  within  a 
potential  designated  utility  corridor  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  17,242  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 
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Naturalness 

Naturalness  values  would  be  retained  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to  motorized 
recreational  vehicles,  thus  eliminating  75  visits  of  cross  country,  off-road 
motorized  recreational  use  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  study  area. 
This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  tracks  and  ways  associated  with 
repeated  cross  county  and  off-road  vehicle  use.  However,  occasional 
unauthorized  use  is  projected  to  occur,  disturbing  an  estimated  5  acres  along 
the  WSA's  eastern  boundary. 

Preclusion  of  the  development  of  utilities  within  a  potential  1  mile  wide 
designated  utility  corridor  would  benefit  the  wilderness  value  of 
naturalness. 

No  other  surface  disturbing  activities  or  new  range,  wildlife  or  recreation 
development  facilities  are  projected  or  planned  in  the  WSA.  No  range 
developments  or  wildlife  habitat  projects  are  located  within  the  WSA. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  that  exist  within  the  central 
portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  retained.  Visitors  would  utilize  this  portion  of 
the  WSA  as  it  offers  the  best  opportunities  for  hiking,  nature  study  and 
photography.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  15  to  50  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  63  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered 
crucial  (40  to  100  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See 
Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map). 

Wilderness  designation  would  enhance  the  protection  and  preservation  of  desert 
tortoise  by  precluding  activities  such  as  the  development  of  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:  Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude, 
and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  17,242  acre  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA 
to  all  forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  75  visits  annually 
of  motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving,  motorized  access 
for  hunting  and  trapping,  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated  from  the 
WSA.  Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized  recreational 
use  is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized  recreational  use 
foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The 
impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 


4-19 


CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  75  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  would  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  within  the 
WSA.  The  development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable 
route  that  would  be  topographically  more  restrictive  and  costly,  thereby 
imparting  some  hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

Wilderness  designation  for  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  2  WSA  would  enhance  the 
preservation  of  the  11,007  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located 
within  the  WSA.  (See  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map).  Designation  would 
protect  against  the  loss  of  habitat  as  a  result  of  the  development  of 
utilities  and  increasing  cross  country  motorized  vehicle  use  projected  to 
occur  without  wilderness  designation  (see  Proposed  Action).  Crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  within  the  WSA  could  however  be  lost  on  approximately  5 
acres,  as  vegetation  and  soils  are  removed  due  to  unauthorized  use  of  off-road 
recreational  vehicles. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  would  be  preserved  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  5  acres 
out  of  the  11,007  acres  of  habitat  could  be  lost  to  unauthorized  off-road 
vehicle  use. 
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FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  NO.  3  (NV-050-217) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  22,002  acres  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
No.  3  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  from  an  existing 
and  two  projected  material  site  rights-of-way  would  physically  disturb  300 
acres  within  the  WSA. 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  extending  the  18  mile  length 
of  the  WSA.  Construction  projections  of  five  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and 
two  fiber  optic  lines,  and  three  access  roads  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  630  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers  and 
transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform, 
detracting  from  the  natural  character  of  the  entire  area  because  of  the  open 
terrain  where  they  are  to  be  constructed. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  cross  country,  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use.  The  study  area's  terrain  consists  of  an  open  bajada  that  is 
readily  accessible  to  vehicles.  The  construction  of  access  roads  associated 
with  the  projected  development  of  new  utilities  would  increase  accessibility 
into  the  WSA  for  motorized  vehicles.  The  newly  created  tracks  and  ways  from 
increased  off-road  activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  26  acres 
within  the  WSA.  Motorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  60  to  105  visits  annually. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  within  the 
WSA  would  be  lost  as  a  result  of  the  unnatural  sights  and  sounds  created  by 
the  continuing  use  of  heavy  equipment  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
the  proposed  utilities  and  associated  access  routes  and  by  motorized 
recreational  vehicles.  In  addition,  there  would  be  continued  use  of  heavy 
motorized  vehicles  to  extract  sand  and  gravel  from  the  existing  and  two 
projected  material  sites.  Increased  motorized  activity  would  also  contribute 
to  the  loss  in  opportunities  for  solitude  within  the  WSA. 

The  aforementioned  activities  would  further  diminish  opportunities  for 
primitive  (non-motorized)  recreation  within  the  WSA.  Under  the  Proposed 
Action,  visitors  would  be  less  inclined  to  frequent  the  area  for  hiking,  rock 
collecting  and  sightseeing.  Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  10  to  15  visits  annually. 


4-21 


Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  90  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered 
crucial  (40  to  100  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See 
Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map). 

Surface  disturbing  activities,  ie.  construction  of  utilities,  the  extraction 
of  sand  and  gravel  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use, 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would  create  a  serious  habitat  fragmentation 
of  the  last  stronghold  for  the  Las  Vegas/Coyote  Springs  Valley  desert  tortoise 
gene  pool.  This  fragmentation  of  habitat  could,  over  the  long  term,  result  in 
the  loss  of  this  crucial  population. 

One  variety  of  penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp.  bicolor)  has  been  identified 
within  the  WSA.  This  is  a  sensitive  species  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  as  Category  2  (Watch).  There 
would  be  a  negligible  impact  to  this  plant  species. 

CONCLUSION:  The  projected  development  of  utilities,  increased  cross 
country  vehicle  use  and  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  would  physically 
disturb  approximately  956  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  natural  perception  of 
the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction  of  utilities  (towers, 
lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape.  Outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  and  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would  be  diminished 
and,  in  some  instances  lost  due  to  the  audio  and  visual  distractions  from 
the  aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative 
impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the  Proposed 
Action. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized 
recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  60  to  105  visits 
annually.  The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur  along  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  WSA,  where  the  projected  access  roads  would  be  constructed.  The  WSA 
provides  opportunities  for  motorized  hunting  and  trapping  access,  dirt-biking, 
off-road  driving  and  limited  vehicle  camping. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in  association  with  projected 
utilities  construction.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to 
occur. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  22,002  acre  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  would  be  available  for  the 
development  of  utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by  potential  users,  for  a 
possible  1  mile  wide  designated  utility  corridor.  This  would  allow  the 
projected  construction  of  both  above  and  below  ground  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Material  Sites 

All  lands  within  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  would  remain  open  for  the 
development  of  material  sites.  Sand  and  gravel  deposits  would  be  extracted 
from  one  existing  material  site  and  two  projected  material  site  rights-of-way 
proposed  for  development  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  the 
development  of  material  sites.  There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  extraction 
of  materials  from  the  one  existing  material  sites  and  two  projected 
material  sites  proposed  for  development. 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

The  nondesignation  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
result  in  an  adverse  impact  to  the  estimated  19,812  acres  of  crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  available  within  the  area.  (See  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map).  The  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  and 
associated  access  routes  within  the  potential  utility  corridor,  extraction  of 
sand  and  gravel,  and  increasing  off-road  recreational  vehicle  use  would  remove 
vegetation  and  soils.  As  a  result  of  these  projected  activities,  an  estimated 
956  acres  (five  percent)  out  of  the  WSA's  19,812  acres  of  crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to 
the  19,812  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the 
WSA.  An  estimated  total  of  956  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
(five  percent)  would  be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and 
associated  access  routes,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  and  increasing 
off-road  vehicle  use. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  from  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use,  sand  and  gravel  extraction  and  construction  of  utilities 
within  a  potential  designated  utility  corridor. 
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Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Mondesi gnation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Projected  increase  in  motorized  recreational  use,  sand  and  gravel 
extraction  and  the  construction  of  utility  lines  within  a  potential  utility 
corridor  would  reduce  naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  over  the 
long  term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utilities  and  associated  access  routes  within  a 
proposed  potential  designated  utility  corridor  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise 
habitat. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  22,002  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Naturalness  values  would  be  retained  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to  motorized 
recreational  vehicles,  thus  eliminating  60  visits  of  cross  country,  off-road 
motorized  recreational  use  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  study  area. 
This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  tracks  and  ways  associated  with 
repeated  cross  county  and  off-road  vehicle  use.  However,  occasional 
unauthorized  use  is  projected  to  occur,  disturbing  an  estimated  10  acres  along 
the  WSA's  eastern  boundary. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  from  one 
existing  material  site  located  within  the  central  portion  of  the  WSA  would 
physically  disturb  40  acres.  As  the  right-of-way  for  the  site  was  issued  in 
perpetuity  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation,  full  utilization  of  the 
site  is  projected. 

Naturalness  would  benefit  from  the  withdrawal  of  the  area  to  any  potential 
mineral  exploration  and  the  preclusion  of  the  projected  development  of 
utilities. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be 
retained.  Visitors  would  utilize  the  WSA  occasionally  for  hiking,  nature 
study  and  photography.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the 
WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  10  to  30  visits  annually. 


4-24 


^■■■■■I^^B^Wl^H^m^B^MnM^^^^^^MBHES-':.. 


Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  90  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered 
crucial  (40  to  100  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See 
Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map). 

Wilderness  designation  would  enhance  the  protection  and  preservation  of  desert 
tortoise  by  precluding  activities  such  as  the  development  of  utilities  and 
material  sites,  and  continued  cross  country  vehicle  use  within  the  WSA. 

One  variety  of  penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp.  bicolor)  has  been  identified 
within  the  WSA.  This  is  a  sensitive  species  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  as  Category  2  (Watch). 
Wilderness  designation  would  enhance  the  protection  of  this  plant. 

CONCLUSION:  Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude, 
and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise  and  the  sensitive 
plant.  Activities  related  to  the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel 
and  unauthorized  vehicle  use  would  impair  naturalness  qualities  over 
approximately  50  acres  of  the  WSA. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  22,002  acre  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA 
to  all  forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  60  visits  annually 
of  motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving,  motorized  access 
for  hunting  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA.  Public 
land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use  is 
located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized  recreational  use  foregone 
in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The  impacts  of 
shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  60  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  would  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities.  The 
development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable  route  that 
would  be  topographically  more  restrictive  and  costly,  thereby  imparting  some 
hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 
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Impacts  on  the  Development  of  Material  Sites 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  the  existing  material  site  right-of-way 
for  sand  and  gravel  would  be  utilized  by  the  Nevada  Department  of 
Transportation.  The  material  site,  encompassing  40  acres,  was  issued  prior  to 
1976,  thereby,  ensuring  its  use  in  perpetuity.  The  issuance  of  new 
rights-of-way  for  the  development  of  two  projected  material  sites  would  not  be 
allowed  under  wilderness  designation.  Public  land  that  offers  potential 
material  sites  for  sand  and  gravel  are  located  throughout  the  region; 
therefore,  the  material  sites  foregone  in  the  WSA  could  be  developed  on 
surrounding  public  lands.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  type  of  development  to 
other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Full  utilization  of  the  one  existing  material  site  within 
the  WSA  would  occur  under  perpetuity.  The  two  material  sites  foregone 
could  be  developed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The  impacts  of  shifting 
the  development  of  the  material  sites  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

Wilderness  designation  for  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  No.  3  WSA  would  enhance  the 
preservation  of  approximately  19,762  acres  (99  percent)  out  of  19,812  acres  of 
the  area's  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map).  Designation  would  protect  against  the  loss  of  habitat  as  a 
result  of  the  development  of  utilities  and  material  sites  and  increasing  c 
country  motorized  vehicle  use  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness 
designation  (see  Proposed  Action).  Approximately  50  acres  of  crucial  habitat 
would  be  lost  within  the  WSA,  as  vegetation  and  soils  are  removed  during  the 
authorized  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  use  of  off-road 
recreational  vehicles. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  would  be  preserved  within  an  estimated  99  percent  of  the 
WSA.  Approximately  50  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to  the  authorized 
extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use. 


cross 
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LIME  CANYON  WSA  (NV-050-231) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  13,895  acres  out  of  34,680  acres  of  public  land, 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining 
20,785  acres  of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion) 

The  13,895  acre  area  recommended  suitable  would  be  closed  to  motorized 
recreational  use,  eliminating  approximately  60  visits  of  motorized 
recreational  use  annually.  This  would  improve  the  naturalness  values  within 
those  areas  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  that  are  accessible  to 
motorized  vehicles.  However,  occasional  unauthorized  motorized  vehicle  use  is 
foreseen  along  the  southern  border  of  the  suitable  area.  The  compaction  and 
removal  of  vegetation  and  soils  resulting  from  this  use  would  slowly 
deteriorate  an  estimated  10  acres  within  the  recommended  suitable  area.  This 
would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  natural  character  of  the  area. 

The  perception  of  naturalness  within  the  eastern  portion  of  the  recommended 
suitable  area  (approximately  980  acres)  would  be  negetatively  impacted  by  the 
projected  mineral  activity  occurring  in  the  adjacent  nonsuitable  area.  The 
extraction  of  minerals  from  the  patented  mining  claims  and  public  lands 
located  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area  would  diminish  the  natural  and 
pristine  scenic  vistas  along  the  eastern  border  of  the  recommended  suitable 
portion. 

The  construction  of  two  bighorn  sheep  guzzlers  within  the  recommended  suitable 
area  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural  character,  as  the 
placement  and  design  of  the  tanks  would  blend  into  the  landscape  and  only  be 
recognizable  from  their  immediate  vicinity. 

No  other  surface  disturbing  activities  are  projected  to  occur  within  the 
recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) 

The  20,785  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  would 
remain  open  to  motorized  vehicles.  This  would  include  12.7  miles  of  existing 
ways  and  11  miles  of  new  roads  projected  for  mineral  and  oil  and  gas 
exploration  and  development.  Increased  accessibility  and  use  within  the  WSA 
from  off-road  vehicles  would  create  two-track  routes  across  the  landscape. 
Repeated  use  of  these  tracks  would  remove  vegetation  and  compact  soils, 
disturbing  an  estimated  60  acres  within  the  recommened  nonsuitable  portion  of 
the  WSA.  Cross  country,  off-road  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase 
from  240  to  350  visits  per  year  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 


4-27 


Surface  disturbance  associated  with  the  development  of  two  gypsum  mines 
(extensions  of  mines  developed  on  the  patented  mining  claims)  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  620  acres  within  the  nonsuitable  area.  The  blading  of  10 
miles  of  new  roads,  construction  of  auxiliary  facilities  and  shops  and  the 
extraction  of  minerals  would  result  in   the  removal  of  vegetation  and  soils 
scarifying  the  landscape. 

The  projected  drilling  of  one  exploratory  well  would  take  place  within  the 
east-central  portion  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area.  The  projected 
activity  would  physically  disturb  4.5  acres  as  vegetation  and  toosoil  are 
removed  during  the  construction  of  1  mile  of  access  road  and  well  pads. 

The  scars  left  on  the  landscape  by  the  mining  activity  and  the  oil  and  gas 
exploration  would  visually  impair  the  natural  character  of  the  entire 
recommended  nonsuitable  area. 

The  construction  of  one  bighorn  sheep  guzzler  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural 
character,  as  the  placement  and  design  of  the  tanks  would  blend  into  the 
landscape  and  only  be  recognizable  from  their  immediate  vicinity. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion) 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be 
available  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  These  values 
however,  would  be  diminished  along  the  eastern  and  southern  borders 
(approximately  990  acres)  as  a  result  of  the  noise  and  visual  disturbance  from 
projected  mining  activity  and  unauthorized  motorized  recreational  use 
occurring  on  adjacent  public  and  private  lands. 

The  scenic  and  geologic  qualities  of  Lime  Canyon  and  the  rugged  western 
landscape  would  be  preserved.  This  terrain  would  also  provide  visitors  with 
areas  of  seclusion  and  scenic  camp  sites,  as  well  as  opportunities  to  view 
wildlife  and  study  unusual  geologic  features.  Primitive  recreational 
(non-motorized)  use  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  95  to  150  visits  annually. 

Soljtude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) 

The  noise  and  visual  disturbance  created  by  motorized  recreational  use 
projected  mineral  development,  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would  destroy  the 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  available 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  These  activities  would 
reduce,  and  in  some  instances,  eliminate  areas  that  provide  opportunities  for 
seclusion  and  solitude.  The  sights  and  sounds  of  ongoing  mining  activity, 
i.e.  day  to  day  hauling  of  ore  and  heavy  equipment  use,  would  continue  throuqh 
the  life  of  the  mine  (approximately  10  to  15  years). 
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The  ongoing  maintenance  of  existing  and  projected  range  and  wildlife 
developments  within  the  WSA  would  detract  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  during 
the  time  maintenance  was  performed.  This  is  normally  of  short  duration  and  is 
infequent  (usually  once  a  year). 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would  be  lost  within  the 
nonsuitable  area.  The  physical  scars  left  on  the  landscape  as  a  result  of 
mineral  extraction  would  permanently  void  the  area  of  any  scenic  or 
photographic  qualities.  The  nonsuitable  portion  would  provide  hikers  and 
backpackers  with  few  interesting  or  scenic  destinations  or  points  of 
interest.  Opportunities  to  view  wildlife  would  be  reduced  because  of 
increased  motorized  activity.  Campsites  would  be  eliminated  as  the  projected 
mineral  development  encroaches  upon  the  most  available  and  appealing  areas. 
Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area  is 
projected  to  slowly  increase  from  an  estimated  25  to  50  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  12  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered 
noncrucial  (approximately  20  to  40  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise 
habitat.  The  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  nonsuitable  area. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  recommended  suitable  area  would  enhance  the 
protection  and  preservation  of  Lime  Canyon.  The  mineral  resource  activities 
projected  to  occur  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area  would  adversely 
impact  the  geologically  scenic  values  of  Lime  Ridge. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  and  the  special  geological  value  of 
Lime  Canyon  would  be  retained  within  12,905  of  the  13,895  acres  of  the 
recommended  suitable  portion.  Wilderness  values  on  the  remaining  990 
acres  of  the  suitable  area  would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances 
lost,  due  to  the  influence  of  the  projected  gypsum  mining  occurring  on 
adjacent  public  and  private  lands  and  occasional  unauthorized  cross 
country  vehichle  use.  There  would  be  a  loss  of  wilderness  values  on  the 
20,785  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  as 
continued  and  increasing  cross  country  recreational  vehicle  use,  projected 
mineral  development,  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would  negatively  impact 
the  study  area.  The  projected  development  of  gypsum  mines  across  Lime 
Ridge  would  destroy  its  geological  scenic  values.  The  desert  tortoise 
population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of 
the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 
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Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  13,895  acres  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  be  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  mineral  entry.  Exploration 
and  development  of  gypsum  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands 
within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  The  13,895  acres  are  considered  to 
have  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  mineral 
resources.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  and/or 
development  of  gypsum  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  is  not  projected,  as  the 
potential  resource  would  be  more  accessible  within  the  nonsuitable  area. 

All  lands  within  the  20,785  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  remain  open  to  mineral  entry.  All  potential  mineral 
resources  would  be  available  for  exploration  and  development.  This  includes 
approximately  20,785  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
nonmetallic  mineral  resources.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Two  gypsum 
mines  are  projected  for  development  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area 
Processing  facilities  would  be  located  outside  the  WSA.  No  adverse  impacts  to 
mineral  exploration  and  development  are  projected  to  occur. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  gypsum  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of 
the  WSA.  However,  no  mineral  exploration  or  development  of  these  lands  is 
projected.  The  development  of  two  gypsum  mines  are  projected  to  occur 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  There  would  be  no 
impacts  on  the  exploration  or  development  of  mineral  resources  within  the 
WSA. 

Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas 

All   lands  within  the  13,895  acres  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  be  withdrawn  for  oil   and  gas  exploration.     Included  are 
13,895  acres  having  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy  resources 
(See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).     Exploration  for  oil   and  gas  within  this 
portion  of  the  WSA  is  not  projected  because  of  the  low  potential   for  the 
resource. 

All   lands  within  the  20,785  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  remain  open  for  oil   and  gas  exploration.     These  lands  have  a 
low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy  resources. 

One  exploratory  well   is  projected  to  be  drilled  along  the  nonsuitable  area's 
eastern  boundary  based  on  current  energy  exploration  activity  occuring  outside 
thie  WSA.     However,  production  is  not  projected  because  of  the  area's  low 
favorability. 

No  other  energy  exploration  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA. 
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CONCLUSION:  Exploration  of  potential  oil  and  gas  resources  would  be 
foregone  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  However, 
neither  is  projected  to  occur.  The  exploration  of  one  well  is  projected 
within  the  nonsui table  area;  production  is  not  expected.  There  would  be 
no  impacts  on  the  exploration  of  potential  energy  resources  within  the  WSA 
under  the  Proposed  Action. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  13,895  acres  of  the  WSA  recommended 
suitable  to  motorized  recreational  use,  eliminating  approximately  60  visits  of 
motorized  recreational  use  annually.  Public  land  offering  similar 
opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use  is  located  throughout  the 
region.  Therefore,  motorized  recreational  use  foregone  would  be  absorbed 
within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  and  on  surrounding  public  lands. 
The  impact  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

The  20,785  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  would  be  open  to  motorized 
recreational  use.  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from 
an  estimated  240  to  350  visits  annually.  The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur 
within  the  eastern  portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area,  where  the  projected  access 
roads  would  be  constructed.  The  WSA  provides  opportunities  for  motorized 
hunting  and  trapping  access,  off-road  driving  and  limited  vehicle  camping. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the 
13,895  acres  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
approximately  60  visits  would  be  foregone  annually.  The  impacts  of 
shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

Unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to  wilderness  values  of  naturalness, 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreaction  on  990  acres 
of  the  13,895  acres  recommended  suitable  because  of  influences  from  mining 
activity  occurring  on  adjacent  lands  and  unauthorized  cross-country  vehicle 
use. 

On  the  20,785  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation,  the 
unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  theloss  of 
wilderness  values  from  increased  motorized  recreational   use,  mineral 
development  and  oil   and  gas  exploration. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

On  12,905  acres  out  of  the  13,895  acres  designated  wilderness,   the  wilderness 
values  would  be  retained. 

On  the  20,785  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation,  all 
present  uses  would  continue.     Increased  cross  country  motorized  recreational 
use,  projected  mineral   development  and  oil   and  gas  exploration  would  reduce 
wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  and  the  scenic  qualities  of  Lime  Ridge. 
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Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

Of  the  13,895  acres  designated  wilderness,  irretrievable  commitments  of 
wilderness  values  are  expected  on  approximately  990  acres. 

On  the  20,785  acres- recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation, 
mineral   development  would  create  an  irreversible  commitment  of  wilderness 
resources. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  34,680  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Lime 
Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

A  positive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA, 
including  12.7  miles  of  ways,  to  motorized  recreational  vehicles,  thus 
eliminating  300  visits  of  motorized  recreational  use  estimated  to  occur 
annually  within  the  study  area.  This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new 
two-wheel  tracks  associated  with  repeated  off-road  use.  However,  occasional 
unauthorized  motorized  vehicle  use  would  occur  along  the  areas  adjacent  to  the 
boundary  roads,  compacting  vegetation  and  soils  within  approximately  25  acres 
of  the  WSA.  This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  overall  naturalness 
values  of  the  WSA. 

Maintenance  of  existing  range  developments  (developed  springs,  reservoir) 
would  likely  continue  using  some  motorized  equipment.  Maintenance  of 
projected  and  exiting  wildlife  developments  would  continue  to  be  done 
primarily  by  hand.  This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  naturalness. 

Surface  disturbance  associated  with  the  projected  development  of  two  gypsum 
mines  (extensions  of  mines  developed  on  patented  claims)  including  blading  of 
6  miles  of  access  roads,  construction  of  shops  and  auxiliary  facilities  and 
extraction  of  minerals,  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  600  acres. 
Scars  left  from  the  mining  would  be  visible  throughout  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  WSA,  impairing  the  perceived  natualness  within  approximately  16,800 
acres. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  types  of  recreational  pursuits  would 
be  diminished  and,  in  some  areas  lost,  within  approximately  16,800  acres  of 
the  WSA  as  a  result  of  the  noise  and  visual  disturbances  created  by  heavy 
equipment  use  and  the  day  to  day  operation  of  the  projected  mines.  These 
disturbances  would  persist  through  the  life  of  the  mine,  approximately  10  to 
15  years. 
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The  remaining  17,880  acres  within  the  WSA  would  retain  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation.  Visitors  to  the  area 
would  utilize  the  western  half  of  the  WSA  where  the  rugged  landscape  would 
shield  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  activities  taking  place  within  the  study 
area.  The  scenic,  pristine  qualities  of  Lime  Canyon  would  be  retained  within 
this  portion  of  the  WSA.  Visitors  would  have  opportunities  to  view  wildlife 
and  find  isolated  places  to  hike  and  camp.  Hunting  would  still  be  a  dominant 
use  within  the  WSA,  but  where  hunters  used  to  drive  they  would  now  have  to 
walk  into  the  area.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  WSA 
is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  120  to  250  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  WSA's  special  features  include  the  geologic  and  scenic  values  of  Lime 
Canyon  and  Lime  Ridge,  and  desert  tortoise  population.  The  desert  tortoise 
(Gopherus  agassizii),  is  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch). 

Lime  Canyon  and  the  desert  tortoise  population  would  remain  protected  under 
this  alternative.  They  would  receive  the  added  protection  afforded  from 
wilderness  designation. 

Mining  activities  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would  adversely  impact  the 
geologically  scenic  values  of  Lime  Ridge. 

CONCLUSION:  Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude,  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  special  features  of  desert  tortoise  and  Lime  Canyon 
that  exist  within  17,880  of  the  WSA's  34,680  acres.  Approximately  625 
acres  within  the  WSA  would  be  physically  distured  by  the  projected 
activity  associated  with  authorized  mining  and  unauthorized  vehicle  use. 
The  scarification  of  topography  and  the  sights  and  sounds  from  heavy 
equipment  associated  with  the  mining  would  adversely  impact  the  natural 
perception,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation,  and  the  scenic  features  of  Lime  Ridge  within  approximately 
16,800  acres  of  the  WSA. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  mineral  entry.  This 
includes  34,680  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
nonmetallic  mineral  resources.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

Two  gypsum  mines  (extensions  of  mines  developed  on  three  patented  claims)  are 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.  The  mining  activity  would  be  done  in  a 
manner  that  minimizes  impacts  to  the  wilderness  resource  while  protecting  the 
rights  of  the  operator.  Mitigation  measures  would  be  implemented  under  the 
All  Wilderness  Alternative,  resulting  in  the  reduction  of  road  construction 
and  the  placement  of  auxiliary  and  processing  facilities  outside  the  WSA. 
Mineral  development  would  not  be  adversely  impacted  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative. 
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CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  The  development  of  two 
mines  are  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative.  As  no  other  mineral  exploration  or  development  within  the 
WSA  is  projected,  impacts  to  mineral  resources  would  not  occur. 

Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the  exploration  of  energy 
resources.  Included  are  34,680  acres  having  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  energy  resources.  The  drilling  of  one  oil  and  gas  exploratory 
well  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would  be  foregone  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative. 

CONCLUSION:  The  exploratory  drilling  of  one  oil  and  gas  well  projected 
for  the  WSA  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  34,680  acre  Lime  Canyon  WSA  to  all 
forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  300  visits  annually  of 
motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving,  motorized  access  for 
hunting  and  trapping,  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA. 
Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use 
is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized  recreational  use 
foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The 
impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  300  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

No  Wilderness  Alternative  (No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  entire  34,680  acres  of  the  Lime 
Canyon  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  34,680  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  would 
remain  open  to  motorized  vehicles.     This  would  include  12.7  miles  of  existing 
ways  and  11  miles  of  new  roads  projected  for  mineral   and  oil   and  gas 
exploration  and  development.     Increased  accessibility  and  use  within  the  WSA 
from  off-road  vehicles  would  create  two-track  routes  across  the  landscape. 
Repeated  use  of  these  tracks  would  remove  vegetation  and  compact  soils, 
disturbing  an  estimated  70  acres  within  the  recommened  nonsuitable  portion  of 
the  WSA.     Cross  country,  off-road  recreational   use  is  projected  to  increase 
from  300  to  390  visits  per  year  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 
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Surface  disturbance  associated  with  the  development  of  two  gypsum  mines 
(extensions  of  mines  developed  on  the  patented  mining  claims)  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  620  acres  within  the  WSA.     The  blading  of  10  miles  of  new 
roads,  construction  of  auxiliary  facilities  and  shops  and  the  extraction  of 
minerals  would  result  in  the  removal   of  vegetation  and  soils,   scarifying  the 
landscape. 

The  projected  drilling  of  one  exploratory  well  would  take  place  within  the 
east-central   portion  of  the  WSA.     The  projected  activity  would  physically 
disturb  4.5  acres  as  vegetation  and  topsoil   are  removed  during  the 
construction  of  1  mile  of  access  road  and  well   pads. 

The  natural   perception  within  approximately  21,765  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
visually  impacted  by  the  scarification  of  the  topography,  modification  of  the 
landform  and  continuous  existence  of  mechanized  equipment  as  a  result  of  the 
projected  mining  activites,  oil   and  gas  exploration  and  cross-country 
motorized  vehicle  use. 

The  west-central   core  (approximately  12,915  acres)   of  the  WSA  would  be 
protected  from  surface  disturbing  activities;  mineral   and  energy  exploration 
and  development  are  not  projected  to  occur  in  this  portion  and  the  area's 
rugged  terrain  restricts  the  use  of  motorized  vehicles.     The  natural  character 
of  this  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  retained  under  the  No  Wilderness 
Alternative. 

The  construction  of  three  bighorn  sheep  guzzlers  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural 
character,  as  the  placement  and  design  of  each  catchment  would  blend  into  the 
landscape  and  only  be  recognizable  from  their  immediate  vicinity. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative,   solitude  opportunities  within  the 
southwestern,  northern,  and  eastern  portions  of  the  WSA  (approximately  21,765 
acres)  would  deteriorate,  and  in  some  areas,  be  lost  due  to  the  unnatural 
sights  and  sounds  created  by  heavy  equipment  used  in  projected  mineral 
development  and  oil   and  gas  exploration.     Increased  motorized  vehicle  activity 
would  further  diminish  opportunities  for  solitude  as  they  encroach  upon 
isolated  washes,  outcrops  and  other  secluded  locales.     Primitive  recreational 
opportunities  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  also  would  be  greatly  reduced  and 
in  some  area's  lost  to  the  on  going  activities.     The  scarification  of  the 
scenic  landscape  would  provide  a  hiker  or  backpacker  fewer  opportunities  to 
view  wildlife,  obtain  scenic  photographs  and  study  the  area's  geologic 
formations.     In  addition,  these  activities  would  leave  few  area's  for  visitors 
to  find  interesting  or  attractive  campsites.     The  primary  focal   point  of  the 
area,  Lime  Ridge,  would  loose  its  appeal    for  visitors,  as  a  result  of  the 
projected  mining. 
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Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be 
available  within  the  west-central  portion  (approximately  12,915  acres)  of  the 
WSA.  Lime  Canyon,  one  of  the  WSA's  major  focal  points,  would  be  preserved,  as 
no  mineral  or  energy  activities  are  projected  to  occur  in  this  area.  The 
canyon  and  rugged  landscape  of  the  west-central  portion  of  the  WSA  would 
screen  many  of  the  sights  and  sounds  of  activities  occurring  on  the  public  and 
private  lands  within  the  WSA  and  provide  locations  for  seclusion. 
Opportunities  would  exist  for  hikers,  backpackers  and  photographers  to  observe 
wildlife  and  view  limited  scenic  vistas  and  geologic  features. 

Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  would  continue  throughout  the 
entire  WSA.  This  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  120  to  185 
visits  annually. 

No  new  range  or  recreation  developments  or  facilities  are  planned  in  the  WSA. 
Construction  of  three  bighorn  sheep  guzzlers  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
fenceline,  developed  spring  and  reservoir  would  not  adversely  affect 
wilderness  values  in  the  WSA. 

Special  Features 

The  WSA's  special  features  include  the  geologic  and  scenic  values  of  Lime 
Canyon  and  Lime  Ridge,  and  desert  tortoise  population.  The  desert  tortoise 
(Gopherus  agassizii),  is  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch). 

Lime  Canyon  and  the  desert  tortoise  population  are  not  expected  to  be 
adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA  for  wilderness.  The  scenic 
features  of  Lime  Ridge  would  be  adversely  impacted  by  the  projected  mining 
development. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  and  the  geologic  and  scenic 
features  of  Lime  Ridge  that  exist  within  21,765  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds  and  surface 
disturbances  created  by  increased  motorized  recreational  use,  projected 
mineral  development  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would  adversely  impact 
wilderness  values.  Wilderness  values  would  be  retained  within  the 
remaining  12,915  acres  of  the  WSA.  The  special  features  of  Lime  Canyon 
and  the  desert  tortoise  population  are  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  would  remain  open  for  mineral  entry.  All 
potential  mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration 
and  development.  Included  are  34,680  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for 
the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  mineral  resources.  (See  Mineral  Favorability 
Map) . 

The  development  of  two  gypsum  mines  are  projected  within  the  WSA.  There  would 
be  no  impact  on  the  exploration  or  development  of  mineral  resources. 
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CONCLUSION:  Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development.  The  development  of  two  mines  for  gypsum  are 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts 
on  the  exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas 

All  lands  within  the  Lime  Canyon  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  exploration  of 
energy  resources.  This  includes  34,680  acres  having  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  energy  resources. 

The  exploratory  drilling  of  one  well  is  projected  along  the  WSA's  eastern 
boundary.  Production  of  the  well  is  not  projected  to  occur.  No  other  energy 
exploration  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected 
adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  for  energy  resources. 

CONCLUSION:  Oil  and  gas  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration.  The  drilling  of  one  exploratory  well  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration 
for  energy  resources. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized 
recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  300  to  390 
visits  annually.  The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur  within  the  eastern  and 
southern  portions  of  the  WSA.  The  WSA  provides  opportunities  for  motorized 
hunting  and  trapping  access,  off-road  driving  and  limited  vehicle  camping. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from 

nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.  Mo 

adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 
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MILLION  HILLS  WSA  (NV-050-233) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  21,296  acres  of  the  Million  Hills  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  motorized  recreational  use,  including  4.8 
miles  of  existing  ways.  The  WSA's  northern  landscape  consists  of  wide  sandy 
washes  and  gentle  rolling  terrain  that  is  readily  accessible  to  vehicles.  Few 
natural  barriers  exist  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  that  would  restrict 
motorized  vehicle  use.  In  addition,  the  projected  5.5  miles  of  new  roads 
associated  with  mineral  and  energy  exploration  would  increase  accessibility 
for  motorized  vehicles  into  the  WSA.  Increased  cross  country  motorized 
recreational  use  within  the  WSA  would  create  two-track  routes  across  the 
terrain.  Repeated  use  of  new  and  existing  tracks  would  remove  vegetation  and 
compact  soils,  disturbing  an  estimated  45  acres  within  the  WSA.  Cross 
country,  off-road  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  215  to  280 
visits  per  year  within  the  WSA. 

It  is  projected  that  exploration  would  eventually  occur  on  the  existing  mining 
claims  located  within  the  central  portion  of  the  WSA  around  Azure  Mine. 
Surface  disturbance  associated  with  the  mineral  exploration  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  6.4  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  blading  of  3  miles  of 
roads,  construction  of  drill  pads  and  the  trenching  for  test  pits  would  result 
in  the  removal  of  vegetation  and  soils,  scarifying  the  landscape.  The  natural 
landscape  of  the  area  would  be  disrupted  by  this  activity  within  the,... 
east-central  portion  of  the  WSA. 

The  projected  drilling  of  two  exploratory  wells  would  take  place  within  the 
northern  region  of  the  WSA.  The  projected  activity  would  clear  vegetation  and 
topsoil  for  the  construction  of  2.5  miles  of  access  roads  and  well  pads. 
Approximately  13.5  acres  would  be  physically  disturbed  due  to  this  activity, 
resulting  in  the  degradation  of  the  WSA's  landscape. 

The  natural  perception  within  approximately  12,656  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
visually  impacted  by  the  scarification  of  the  topography,  modification  of  the 
landform  and  continuous  existence  of  mechanized  equipment  as  a  result  of 
projected  mineral  exploration,  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  cross-country 
motorized  recreational  use. 

The  south-central  region  (approximately  8,640  acres)  of  the  WSA  would  be 
protected  from  surface  disturbing  activities.  Mineral  and  energy  exploration 
are  not  projected  to  occur  in  this  portion  and  the  area's  rugged  landscape 
restricts  the  use  of  motorized  vehicles.  The  natural  character  of  the  core  of 
the  WSA  would  be  retained  under  the  Proposed  Action. 
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The  construction  of  three  bighorn  sheep  guzzlers  and  an  eight  mile  fence 
within  the  WSA  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural   character, 
as  the  projects  would  be  designed  and  placed  so  as  to  blend  in  with  the 
surrounding  terrain. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  solitude  opportunities  within  the  northern 
three-quarters  of  the  WSA  (approximately  12,656  acres)  would  deteriorate  and, 
in  some  areas,  be  lost  due  to  the  unnatural  sights  and  sounds  created  by  heavy 
equipment  used  in  projected  mineral  and  energy  exploration.  Increased  cross 
country  motorized  recreational  use  would  further  diminish  opportunities  for 
solitude  as  they  encroach  upon  isolated  washes,  drainages,  outcrops,  and  other 
secluded  locales.  The  gentle  topography  and  limited  vegetative  screening 
within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  would  provide  ample  view  of  the  increased 
activities  occurring  within  the  area.  The  increased  activity  would  impair 
primitive  recreational  use  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA,  thus  limiting 
special  locales  and  points  of  interest  where  visitors  might  experience  viewing 
and  photographing  wildlife  and  scenic  vistas. 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be 
available  within  the  south-central  portion  (approximately  8,640  acres)  of  the 
WSA.  The  rugged  drainages  and  peaks  and  scattering  of  rock  outcrops  that 
makeup  most  of  the  southern  region's  landscape  would  screen  many  of  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  activities  occurring  along  the  boundary  roads  and  near  the  area 
of  mineral  activity.  The  rugged  landscape  would  provide  numerous  locales  and 
secluded  areas.  Opportunities  would  exist  for  hikers,  backpackers  and 
photographers  to  observe  wildlife  and  view  limited  scenic  vistas  and  geologic 
features. 

Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  would  continue  throughout  the 
entire  WSA.  This  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  135  to  180 
visits  per  year. 

The  construction  and  maintenance  of  three  bighorn  sheep  guzzlers,  three 
fencelines  and  two  developed  springs  would  not  adversely  affect  wilderness 
values  in  the  WSA. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  eight  percent  of  the  WSA  is 
considered  crucial  (approximately  40  to  100  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert 
tortoise  habitat.  The  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

The  mineral  exploration  activities  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would 
degrade  scenic  values  within  the  northern  portion  of  Azure  Ridge. 
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CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  a  small  portion  of  the  geologic  and 
scenic  features  of  Azure  Ridge,  that  exist  within  12,656  acres  of  the  WSA 
would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds  and 
surface  disturbances  created  by  increased  cross  country  motorized 
recreational  use,  projected  mineral  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would 
adversely  impact  wilderness  values  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA. 
Wilderness  values  would  be  retained  within  the  remaining  8,640  acres  of 
the  WSA.  Most  of  the  special  qualities  of  Azure  Ridge  would  be  retained. 
Desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  area. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  Million  Hills  WSA  would  remain  open  for  mineral  entry. 
All  potential  mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development.  Included  are  approximately  4,259  acres  having 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  21,296  acres 
having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  minerals.  (See 
Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

Eventual  exploration  of  existing  claims  near  the  Azure  Mine  is  projected  to 
occur  within  the  central  portion  of  the  WSA  under  the  Proposed  Action. 
Development  is  not  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  exploration.  No  other 
mineral  exploration  or  development  is  projected  within  the  WSA.  No  adverse 
impacts  are  projected. 

CONCLUSION:  Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development.  The  exploration  of  existing  mining  claims 
are  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse 
impacts  on  the  exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas 

All  lands  within  the  Million  Hills  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  exploration 
of  energy  resources.  Included  are  21,296  acres  having  low  favorability  for 
the  occurrence  of  energy  resources. 

The  exploratory  drilling  of  two  wells  is  projected  within  the  northern  region 
of  the  WSA.  Production  of  the  wells  are  not  projected  to  occur.  No  other 
energy  exploration  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no 
projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  for  energy  resources. 

CONCLUSION:  Oil  and  gas  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration.  The  drilling  of  two  exploratory  wells  is  projected  to  occur 
within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration 
for  oil  and  gas  resources. 


4-40 


Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  VISA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  The  majority  of 
use  would  occur  along  the  western  boundary  and  within  the  north  half  of  the 
WSA.  The  WSA  provides  opportunities  for  hunting  and  trapping  access,  vehicle 
camping,  off-road  driving  and  rockhounding.  Motorized  recreational  use  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  215  to  280  visits  annually. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  as  the  entire  WSA 
remains  open  to  vehicles.   New  access  routes,  resulting  from  projected 
mineral  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  would  make  the  study  area  more 
accessible.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

Approximately  1,800  acres  of  the  21,296  acre  WSA  is  considered  crucial   desert 
tortoise  habitat.     (See  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map).     These  acres  makeup  a 
portion  of  the  Horse  Springs  Wash  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  area.     Under 
the  Proposed  Action,  projected  exploration  for  oil   and  gas  and  increased  cross 
country  motorized  recreational   use  would  remove  vegetation  and  soils.     As  a 
result  of  these  projected  activities,  an  estimated  20  acres  (one  percent)  out 
of  the  WSA's  1,800  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost. 

CONCLUSION:     Under  the  Proposed  Action,  an  estimated  total   of  20  acres 
out  of  the  WSA's  1,800  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be 
lost  to  projected  oil   and  gas  exploration  activity  and  increased  cross 
country  motorized  vehicle  use. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
wilderness  values  on  approximately  12,656  acres  of  the  WSA's  21,296  acres, 
resulting  from  increased  cross  country  vehicle  use,  mineral   and  energy 
exploration  activity. 

Relationship  Between  Local   Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 


londesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all   present  short-term  uses _ to 
:ontinue.     Motorized  recreational   use  and  projected  mineral   and  oil   and 


Nc 

continue.  Motorized  recreational  use  and  projected  mineral  an 

exploration  would  reduce  wilderness  values. 


Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

There  would  be  no  irreversible  and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness 
resources  because  the  irreversible  activities  of  mining  and  oil  and  gas 
production  are  not  projected  to  occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  21,296  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Million  Hills  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 
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Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

A  positive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA, 
including  4.8  miles  of  ways,  to  motorized  recreational  vehicles,  thus 
eliminating  215  visits  of  motorized  recreational  use  estimated  to  occur 
annually  within  the  study  area.  This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new 
two-wheel  tracks  associated  with  repeated  off-road  use.  However,  occasional 
unauthorized  motorized  vehicle  use  would  occur  along  the  areas  adjacent  to  the 
boundary  roads,  compacting  vegetation  and  soils  within  approximately  15  acres 
of  the  WSA.  This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  overall  naturalness 
values  of  the  WSA. 

Construction  of  range  and  wildlife  developments  (fence,  bighorn  sheep 

catchments)  would  be  designed  and  placed  within  the  WSA  so  as  to  blend  in  with 

the  area's  natural  terrain.  These  developments  would  have  a  negligible  effect 
on  naturalness. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Solitude  opportunities  within  the  WSA  would  be  enhanced  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.  Except  for  occasional  unauthorized  use,  motorized 
recreational  vehicles  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA.  Areas  of  seclusion 
would  be  more  available  to  visitors  throughout  the  WSA  with  the  elimination  of 
this  use.  Secluded  spots  and  isolated  locales  available  in  Azure  Ridge,  the 
Million  Hills,  and  the  New  Wash  area  would  be  retained. 

Opportunities  to  experience  primitive  types  of  recreational  activities  would 
be  enhanced  within  the  WSA,  by  the  closure  of  motorized  recreational  use. 
Visitors  to  the  area  would  be  more  inclined  to  utilized  those  vicinities  of 
the  WSA  near  the  existing  ways  and  the  northern  region  as  encounters  with 
motorized  vehicles  would  be  reduced.  Opportunities  to  view  wildlife  would  be 
enhanced  by  the  elimination  of  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use. 
Primitive  recreational  use  including  hiking,  backpacking,  primitive  camping, 
nature  study  and  hunting  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  135  to  335 
visits  annually. 

Maintenance  of  existing  range  developments  (developed  springs,  fences)  would 
likely  continue  using  some  motorized  equipment.  Maintenance  and  construction 
of  projected  wildlife  and  range  developments  would  be  done  primarily  by  hand 
with  occasional  use  of  mechanized  equipment.  Construction  and  maintenance  of 
the  projects  would  be  completed  in  short  durations  and  maintenace  would  be 
conducted  less  than  twice  a  year.  This  activity  would  have  a  negligible 
effect  on  solitude. 

Special  Features 

The  WSA's  special  features  include  the  geologic  and  scenic  values  of  Azure 
Ridge  and  desert  tortoise  population.  The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus 
agassizii),  is  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of  Threatened  and 
Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch). 
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Azure  Ridge  and  the  desert  tortoise  population  would  remain  protected  under 
this  alternative.  They  would  receive  the  added  protection  afforded  from 
wilderness  designation. 

CONCLUSION:  Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude,  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  special  features  of  desert  tortoise  and  the  scenic 
features  of  Azure  Ridge  that  exist  within  21,281  of  the  WSA's  21,296 
acres.  Approximately  15  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be  physically  distured 
by   projected  unauthorized  vehicle  use. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  entire  21,296  acre  Million  Hills  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of 
mineral  entry.  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Included  are  approximately 
4,259  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic 
minerals  and  21,296  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
nonmetallic  minerals.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  exploration  for  base  metals  (copper,  zinc)  projected  to  occur  without 
wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative  due  to  the  weak  mineralization  of  the  area  being  unable  to  support 
valid  claims.  With  or  without  wilderness  designation,  actual  development  of 
base  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration 
activity  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness  designation  would  not  occur 
due  to  the  lack  of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.  Development  of 
base  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place. 

Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas 

All  lands  within  the  WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the  exploration  of  energy 
resources.  Included  are  21,296  acres  having  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  energy  resources.  The  drilling  of  two  oil  and  gas  exploratory 
wells  projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would  be  foregone  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative. 

CONCLUSION:  The  exploratory  drilling  of  two  oil  and  gas  wells  projected 
for  the  WSA  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  v/ould  close  the  21,296  acre  Million  Hills  WSA  to  all 
forms  of  motorized  recreational   use.     Approximately  215  visits  annually  of 
motorized  recreational   use,   including  off-road  driving,  motorized  access  for 
hunting,  trapping  and  rockhounding,  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated 
from  the  WSA.     Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized 
recreational   use  is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized 
recreational   use  foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public 
lands.     The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negl  igible. 
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CONCLUSION:     Motorized  recreational   use  of  215  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  MSA.     The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Crucial   Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

Wilderness  designation  for  the  Million  Hills  WSA  would  enhance  the 
preservation  of  the  estimated  1,800  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat 
located  within  the  area.     (See  Crucial   Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map). 
Designation  would  protect  against  the  loss  of  habitat  as  a  result  of  oil   and 
gas  exploration  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  vehicle  use  projected  to 
occur  without  wilderness  designation  (see  Proposed  Action). 

CONCLUSION:     Designation  of  the  WSA  would  enhance  the  protection  of  the 
1,800  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat. 

Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,   11,050  acres  out  of  21,296  acres  of  public  land,  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.     The  remaining  10,246 
acres  of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation.     (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion) 

The  11,050  acre  area  recommended  suitable  would  be  closed  to  motorized 
recreational   use,  eliminating  approximately  105  visits  of  motorized 
recreational    use  annually.     This  would  improve  the  naturalness  values  within 
those  areas  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  that  are  accessible  to 
motorized  vehicles.     However,  occasional   unauthorized  off-road  motorized 
vehicle  use  is  foreseen  to  occur  within  the  suitable  area.     The  compaction  and 
removal  of  vegetation  and  soils  resulting  from  this  use  would  slowly 
deteriorate  an  estimated  10  acres  within  the  recommended  suitable  area.     This 
would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural   qualities. 

The  construction  of  two  bighorn  sheep  guzzlers  and  four  miles  of  fence  line 
within  the  WSA  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural   character, 
as  the  projects  would  be  designed  and  placed  so  as  to  blend  in  with  the 
surrounding  terrain. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) 

The  10,246  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  would 
remain  open  to  motorized  vehicles.     This  would  include  1.8  miles  of  existing 
ways  and  2.5  miles  of  new  roads  projected  for  oil   and  gas  exploration  and 
development.     Increased  accessibility  and  use  within  the  nonsuitable  area  by 
off-road  vehicles  would  create  two-track  routes  across  the  landscape. 
Repeated  use  of  these  tracks  would  remove  vegetation  and  compact  soils, 
disturbing  an  estimated  35  acres  within  the  recommened  nonsuitable  portion  of 
the  WSA.     Cross  country,   off-road  recreational   use  is  projected  to  increase 
from  110  to  230  visits  per  year  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 
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The  projected  drilling  of  two  exploratory  wells  would  take  place  within  the 
western  and  northern  region  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area.  The 
projected  activity  would  physically  disturb  13.5  acres  as  vegetation  and 
topsoil  are  removed  during  the  construction  of  2.5  miles  of  access  road  and 
well  pads.  This  disturbance  would  add  to  further  degradation  of  the  area's 
landscape. 

The  natural  perception  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  MSA 
would  be  visually  impacted  by  the  scarification  of  the  terrain,  modification 
of  the  landform  and  continuous  existence  of  mechanized  equipment  as  a  result 
of  projected  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  cross-country  motorized  recreational 
use. 

The  construction  of  one  bighorn  sheep  guzzler  and  four  miles  of  fence  line 
within  the  WSA  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural  character, 
as  the  projects  would  be  designed  and  placed  so  as  to  blend  in  with  the 
surrounding  terrain. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion) 

Solitude  within  the  suitable  portion  would  benefit  by  the  curtailment  of 
mineral  exploration  and  development.  There  would  be  a  positive  effect  on 
solitude  and  primitive  recreation  by  the  closure  of  the  suitable  area  to 
off-road  vehicle  use.  Only  occasional  unauthorized  use  would  diminish 
opportunities  for  solitude  along  the  boundaries. 

The  scenic  and  geologic  qualities  of  Azure  Ridge  and  other  portions  of  the 
suitable  area's  rugged  landscape  would  be  preserved.  The  area  would  provide 
visitors  with  seclusion,  campsites  and  a  variety  of  locations  for  hunting. 
Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  recommended  suitable 
portion  of  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  70  to  110  visits 
annually. 

Maintenance  of  existing  range  developments  (developed  springs,  fences)  would 
likely  continue  using  some  motorized  equipment.  Maintenance  and  construction 
of  projected  wildlife  and  range  developments  would  be  done  primarily  by  hand 
with  occasional  use  of  mechanized  equipment.  Construction  and  maintenance  of 
the  projects  would  be  completed  in  short  durations  and  maintenace  would  be 
conducted  less  than  twice  a  year.  This  activity  would  have  a  negligible 
effect  on  sol itude. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) 

Solitude  and  primitive  recreation  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would 
be  adversely  affected  by  the  disturbance  from  heavy  equipment  use  and  day  to 
day  activities  from  oil  and  gas  exploration.  Off-road  motorized  recreational 
use  would  also  detract  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  within  the  nonsuitable 
area. 
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The  recommended  nonsui table  area  would  still  provide  hunters  with  choice 
locations  for  upland  game  bird  hunting.  Hikers  and  backpackers  would  be  less 
likely  to  frequent  the  area  as  few  points  of  interest  or  scenic  locales  exist 
within  this  portion  of  the  WSA.  Continued  and  increasing  cross  country 
recreational  use  would  make  the  area  even  less  desireable  for  these  users. 
Primitive  recreational  use  within  this  area  is  projected  to  increase  from'an 
estimated  65  to  90  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  eight  percent  of  the  WSA  is 
considered  crucial  (approximately  40  to  100  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert 
tortoise  habitat.  The  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA. 

The  geologic  and  scenic  values  of  Azure  Ridge  would  be  retained  undf>r 
Alternative  A. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  and  the  geologically  scenic  Azure 
Ridge,  would  be  retained  within  11,040  of  the  11,050  acres  of  the 
recommended  suitable  portion.  Wilderness  values  on  the  remaining  10  acres 
of  the  suitable  portion  would  be  diminished  as  a  result  of  unauthorized 
motorized  vehicle  use.  There  would  be  a  loss  of  wilderness  values  on  the 
10,246  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  as 
continued  and  increasing  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use  and  the 
projected  exploration  of  oil  and  gas  would  negatively  impact  the  area. 
Nondesignation  of  the  nonsuitable  area  is  not  expected  to  adversely  affect 
the  desert  tortoise  population. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  11,050  acres  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all   forms  of  mineral   entry.     Exploration  and  development  of 
mineral   resources  would  be  foregone  on  all   unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA. 
Included  are  approximately  1,215  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  11,050  acres  having  moderate  favorability 
for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  minerals.     (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  exploration  for  base  metals  (copper,  zinc)  projected  to  occur  without 
wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  under  Alternative  A  due  to  the 
weak  mineralization  of  the  area  being  unable  to  support  valid  claims.     With  or 
without  wilderness  designation,  actual   development  of  base  metal   resources  is 
not  projected  to  take  place  within  the  WSA. 
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All  lands  within  the  10,246  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  would 
remain  open  for  mineral  entry.  Included  are  approximately  3,044  acres  having 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  10,246  acres 
having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  nonmetallic  minerals.  (See 
Mineral  Favorability  Map).  All  potential  mineral  resources  within  the  WSA 
would  be  available  for  exploration  and  development.  However,  exploration 
and/or  development  of  potential  resources  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA  is 
not  projected. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of 
the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration  activity  projected  to  occur  without 
wilderness  designation  would  not  occur  due  to  the  lack  of  valid  claims  if 
designation  occurs.  Development  of  base  metal  resources  is  not  projected 
to  take  place  within  either  the  recommended  suitable  or  nonsuitable 
areas. 

Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Exploration  for  Oil  and  Gas 

All  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  exploration  of  energy  resources.  Included  are  11,050 
acres  having  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  energy  resources. 
Exploration  for  and  development  of  potential  energy  resources  within  the 
recommended  suitable  area  is  not  projected  to  occur. 

All  lands  within  the  10,246  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation  would  remain  open  for  energy  exploration  and  development. 
Included  are  10,246  acres  having  a  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
energy  resources.  Potential  energy  resources  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA 
would  be  available  for  exploration. 

The  exploratory  drilling  of  two  wells  is  projected  within  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area.  Production  of  the  wells  are  not  projected  to  occur.  Mo 
other  energy  exploration  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  area.  There  are  no 
projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  for  potential  oil  and  gas 
resources. 

CONCLUSION:  Lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA 
would  be  unavailable  for  energy  exploration.  However,  no  oil  and  gas 

exploration  is  projected  to  occur  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA.  The 

drilling  of  two  exploratory  wells  are  projected  to  occur  within  the 

recommended  nonsuitable  area.  No  adverse  impact  to  oil  and  gas 

exploration  is  projected  to  occur.  Production  of  the  wells  is  not 
expected. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  11,050  acres  of  the  WSA  recommended 
suitable  to  motorized  recreational  use,  eliminating  approximately  105  visits 
of  motorized  recreational  use  annually.  Public  land  offering  similar 
opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use  is  located  throughout  the 
region.  Therefore,  motorized  recreational  use  foregone  would  be  absorbed 
within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  and  on  surrounding  public  lands. 
The  impact  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 


4-47 


The  10,246  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  would  be  open  to  motorized 
recreational  use.  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from 
an  estimated  110  to  230  visits  annually.  The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur 
within  the  northern  portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area,  where  the  projected 
access  roads  would  be  constructed.  The  WSA  provides  opportunities  for 
motorized  hunting  and  trapping  access,  off-road  driving  and  limited  vehicle 
camping. 

H 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the 

11,050  acres  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 

approximately  105  visits  would  be  foregone  annually.     The  impacts  of 

shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 


Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

Approximately  1,800  acres  of  the  21,296  acre  WSA  is  considered  crucial   desert 
tortoise  habitat.     (See  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map).     These  acres  makeup  a 
portion  of  the  Horse  Springs  Wash  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  area.     Under 
Alternative  A,  projected  exploration  for  oil   and  gas  and  increased  cross 
country  motorized  recreational   use  would  remove  vegetation  and  soils.     As  a 
result  of  these  projected  activities,  an  estimated  20  acres  (one  percent)  out 
of  the  WSA's  1,800  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost. 

CONCLUSION:     Under  Alternative  A,  an  estimated  total   of  20  acres  out  of 
the  WSA's  1,800  acres  of  crucial   desert  tortoise  habitat  would  be  lost  to 
projected  oil   and  gas  exploration  activity  and  increased  cross  country 
motorized  vehicle  use. 
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GARRETT  BUTTES  WSA  (NV-050-235) 


Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  11,835  acres  of  the  Garrett  Buttes  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 


The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  motori 
miles  of  existing  ways.  The  study  area  con 
washes,  low  rolling  hills  and  flat  open  reg 
vehicles.  \ery  few  natural  barriers  within 
motorized  vehicle  access.  Increased  cross 
within  the  WSA  would  adversely  impact  the  n 
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The  placement  of  one  bighorn  sheep  guzzler  within  the  WSA  would  have  a 
negligible  affect  on  the  area's  natural  character.  The  placement  and  design 
of  the  tanks  would  blend  into  the  landscape  and  only  be  recognizable  from  the 
immediate  vicinity. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  continued  use  of  motorized  vehicles  on  the  existing  ways  and  off-road 
throughout  the  WSA  would  diminish  solitude  opportunities  within  the  WSA.  The 
few  secluded  locales  that  exist  within  the  WSA  providing  solitude  would  become 
susceptible  to  increasing  motorized  recreational  vehicle  use. 

The  ongoing  maintenance  of  existing  range  and  wildlife  developments  within  the 
WSA  would  detract  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  during  the  time  maintenance  was 
being  performed.  This  is  normally  of  short  duration  and  is  infrequent  (less 
than  twice  per  year). 

The  area  would  provide  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  limited  types 
of  primitive  recreational  activities,  such  as  hiking,  horse  backriding  and 
hunting.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  is  projected  to  increase 
from  90  to  105  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  50  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered 
noncrucial  (20  to  40  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See 
Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map).  The  desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected 
to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA  for  wilderness. 
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CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
and  solitude  would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost  due  to  the 
sights,  sounds  and  surface  disturbances  created  by  continued  and  the 
projected  increase  in  motorized  recreational  use  within  the  WSA.  The 
desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  area. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational   use.     Motorized 
recreational   uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  300  to  375 
visits  annually.     The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur  within  the  central 
portion  of  the  WSA.     The  WSA  provides  opportunities  for  motorized  hunting  and 
trapping  access,  dirt-biking,  off-road  driving  and  limited  vehicle  camping. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  values  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  as  a  result  of 
increased  off-road  motorized  recreational  use. 


Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Motorized  recreational  use  would  reduce  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness  and  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

No  activities  have  been  identified  that  would  create  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  any  resources  within  the  WSA. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 


I 
I 


Under  the  All   Wilderness  Alternative,   11,835  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Garrett  Buttes  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

A  positive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA, 
including  4.9  miles  of  ways,  to  motorized  recreational   vehicles,   thus 
eliminating  300  visits  of  motorized  recreational   use  estimated  to  occur 
annually  within  the  study  area.     This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new 
two-wheel   tracks  associated  with  repeated  off-road  use.     However,  occasional 
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unauthorized  motorized  vehicle  use  would  occur  along  the  areas  adjacent  to  the 
boundary  roads,  compacting  vegetation  and  soils  within  approximately  25  acres 
of  the  WSA.  This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  overall  naturalness 
values  of  the  WSA. 

Maintenance  of  existing  range  developments  (developed  seeps  and  springs)  would 
likely  continue  using  some  motorized  equipment.  Maintenance  of  projected  and 
exiting  wildlife  developments  would  continue  to  be  done  primarily  by  hand. 
This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  naturalness  as  the  equipment  would  use 
existing  cherry stemed  roads. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Occasional   unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use  would  detract  from  the  feeling 
solitude  for  those  visitors  close  to  the  boundary  roads,  especially  during 
hunting  season.     Those  portions  of  the  WSA  that  offer  secluded  and  isolated 
locales  would  be  retained. 

The  area  would  provide  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive 
recreational   activities  such  as  hiking,   horse  backriding  and  hunting.     The 
majority  of  the  use  would  be  hunting.     Primitive  recreational   (non-motorized) 
use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  90  to  220  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

«The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  Approximately  50  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered 
noncrucial  (20  to  40  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See 
Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map). 

The  desert  tortoise  population  would  remain  protected  under  this  alternative. 
It  would  receive  the  added  protection  afforded  from  wilderness  designation. 

CONCLUSION:  Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude, 
and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 


Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  11,835  acre  Garrett  Butte  WSA  to  all 
forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  300  visits  annually  of 
motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving,  motorized  access  for 
hunting  and  trapping,  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA. 
Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use 
is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized  recreational  use 
foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The 
impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  300  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 
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QUAIL  SPRINGS  WSA  (NV-050-411) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  12,145  acres  of  the  Quail  Springs  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  extending  6  miles  across  the 
WSA.  Construction  projections  of  five  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and  two 
fiber  optic  lines,  and  three  access  roads  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  200  acres  within  the  WSA.  Additionally,  the  projected 
designation  of  a  potential  1  mile  wide  transportation  corridor  extending  the  8 
mile  width  of  the  WSA  would  allow  the  construction  of  railroad  tracks  and 
associated  access  routes.  This  activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated 
65  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers,  transmission  and  rail  lines 
across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform,  detracting  from  the 
natural  character  of  the  entire  area  because  of  the  open  terrain  where  they 
are  to  be  constructed. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  cross  country,  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use,  including  the  9.3  miles  of  existing  ways.  The  study  area's 
terrain  consists  primarily  of  an  open  alluvial  fan,  that  is  readily  accessible 
to  motorized  vehicles.  The  construction  of  access  roads  associated  with  the 
projected  development  of  new  utilities  would  increase  accessibility  into  the 
WSA  for  motorized  vehicles.  Motorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to 
increase  from  an  estimated  150  to  190  visits  annually.  Increased  cross 
country  vehicle  use  would  create  new  two-wheel  tracks  across  the  area's 
landscape.  The  repeated  use  by  vehicles  across  these  tracks  would  remove 
vegetation  and  compact  soils.  An  estimated  20  acres  would  be  physically 
disturbed  from  this  use. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  within  the 
WSA  would  be  lost  as  a  result  of  the  overwhelming  sights  and  sounds  created  by 
the  continuing  use  of  heavy  equipment  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
the  proposed  utilities,  rail  lines  and  associated  roads,  and  by  motorized 
recreational  vehicles. 

The  aforementioned  activities  would  further  diminish  opportunities  for 
primitive  (non-motorized)  recreation  within  the  WSA.  Under  the  Proposed 
Action,  visitors  would  be  less  inclined  to  frequent  the  area  for  hiking  and 
horseback  riding.  Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to 
increase  from  an  estimated  30  to  40  visits  annually. 
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Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  noncrucial  (20  to  40 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat. 

Surface  disturbing  activities,  ie.  construction  of  utilities,  rail  lines  and 
associated  access  roads,  and  increased  cross  country  vehicle  use,  projected  to 
occur  within  the  WSA  would  accumulatively  create  a  habitat  fragmentation  of 
the  northern  Las  Vegas  Valley  noncrucial  habitat  area.  This  fragmentation  of 
habitat  could,  over  the  long  term,  result  in  the  reduction  of  this 
population. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be  adversely 
impacted  under  the  Proposed  Action.  The  projected  development  of 
utilities,  rail  lines,  associated  access  routes,  and  increased  cross 
country  vehicle  use  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  285  acres  within 
the  WSA.  The  natural  perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by 
the  construction  of  utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  and  rail  lines  across 
the  landscape.  The  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  would  be  lost 
due  to  the  sights  and  sounds  created  by  the  aforementioned  activities 
occurring  in  the  WSA.  Mondesi gnati on  of  the  WSA  could  adversely  affect 
the  desert  tortoise  population. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized 
recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  150  to  190 
visits  annually.  The  entire  WSA  provides  opportunities  for  dirt-biking, 
off-road  driving,  and  motorized  access  for  target  shooting. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in  association  with  projected 
utilities  construction.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to 
occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  12,145  acre  Quail  Springs  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  development  of 
utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by  potential  users,  for  a  possible  1  mile 
wide  designated  utility  corridor.  This  would  allow  the  projected  construction 
of  both  above  and  below  ground  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  a  Rail  Line 

The  12,145  acre  Quail  Springs  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  development  of  a 
rail  line  within  a  route,  identified  by  the  Department  of  Energy,  for  a 
potential  1  mile  wide  designated  transportation  corridor.  This  would  allow 
the  projected  construction  of  rail  road  tracks  and  associated  access  routes. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  a  projected  rail  line  could  continue  as 
a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation.  No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  from  off-road  motorized  recreational  use  and  the  construction  of 
utilities  and  a  rail  line  within  potential  designated  utility  and 
transportation  corridors. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Projected  increases  in  motorized  recreational  use  and  the 
construction  of  utility  lines  and  a  rail  line  within  a  potential  utility 
corridor  and  a  transportation  corridor  would  reduce  naturalness  and 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  over  the  long  term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utilities  and  a  rail  line  within  potential 
utility  and  transportation  corridors  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  wilderness  values. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  12,145  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Quail 
Springs  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

A  potitive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  with  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to 
motorized  recreational   vehicles  (approximately  150  visits  per  year).     This 
action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  two-wheel   tracks  associated  with 
repeated  motorized-vehicle  use.     However,  occasional   unauthorized  use  is 
projected  to  occur,   disturbing  an  estimated  5  acres  along  the  WSA's 
boundaries. 
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Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  that  exist  within  the  central 
portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  retained.  Visitors  would  utilize  this  portion  of 
the  WSA  as  it  offers  the  best  opportunities  for  horseback  riding  and  nature 
study.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  WSA  is  projected 
to  increase  from  an  estimated  30  to  60  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  noncrucial  (20  to  40 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat. 


designation  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise  by 
activities  such  as  the  development  of  utilities,  a  rail  line  and 
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CONCLUSION:  Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  that  exist  for  solitude, 
and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  12,145  acre  Quail  Springs  WSA  to  all 
forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  150  visits  annually  of 
motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving,  motorized  access  for 
target  shooting  and  dirt-biking,  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA.  Public 
land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use  is 
located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized  recreational  use  foregone 
in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The  impacts  of 
shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  150  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  would  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  within  the 
WSA.  The  development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable 
route  that  could  be  topographically  more  restrictive  and  or  more  costly, 
thereby  imparting  some  hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  a  Rail  Line 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  rail  line  route  identified 
by  the  Department  of  Energy  would  not  become  a  designated  transportation 
corridor  and  thus  would  forego  the  projected  construction  of  a  rail  line  and 
associated  access  routes  through  the  WSA.  The  development  of  the  rail  line 
would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable  route  that  could  be  topographically 
more  restrictive  and  an  exorbitant  distance  between  destination  points, 
thereby,  imparting  some  hardships  on  the  Department  of  Energy  and  any  other 
potential  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  a  rail  line.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  Department  of  Energy  and  any  other  potential  users. 
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EL  DORADO  WSA  (NV-050-423) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  12,290  acres  of  the  El  Dorado  WSA  would 
be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  motorized  recreational  use.  The  WSA's 
western  and  northern  regions  consist  of  wide  sandy  washes  and  bajadas  that  are 
readily  accessible  to  vehicles.  Few  natural  barriers  exist  within  these 
regions  that  would  restrict  motorized  vehicle  use.  In  addition,  the  projected 
6  miles  of  new  roads  associated  with  mineral  exploration  and  utility  line 
construction  and  maintenance  would  increase  accessibility  for  motorized 
vehicles  into  the  WSA.  Increased  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use 
within  the  WSA  would  create  two-track  routes  across  the  terrain.  Repeated  use 
of  new  and  existing  tracks  would  remove  vegetation  and  compact  soils, 
disturbing  an  estimated  90  acres  within  the  WSA.  Cross  country,  off-road 
recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  470  to  650  visits  per  year 
within  the  WSA. 

It  is  projected  that  exploration  would  eventually  occur  on  existing  mining 
claims  located  within  the  southeast  and  northwest  portions  of  the  WSA,  under 
nondesignation.  Exploration  efforts  within  the  WSA  would  be  conducted  to 
define  the  extent  of  mineralization  of  the  El  Dorado  Mining  District,  which 
lies  adjacent  to  the  area's  southern  boundary. 

Surface  disturbance  associated  with  projected  mineral  exploration  within  the 
WSA's  northwest  region  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  9.2  acres.  The 
blading  of  3  miles  of  roads,  construction  of  two  pilot  plants,  drilling  and 
trenching  of  an  estimated  217  test  pits  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  soils,  scarifying  the  area's  natural  terrain. 

Exploration  activities  within  the  southeast  portion  of  the  WSA  would 
physically  disturb  an  estimated  11.7  acres.  Projected  exploration  would 
involve  the  blading  of  3  miles  of  roads,  construction  of  two  pilot  plants  and 
the  drilling  and  trenching  of  approximately  290  test  pits.  Scarificed 
topography  would  result  from  this  activity. 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  across  the  WSA's  extreme 
southern  tip.  Construction  projections  of  five  transmission  lines,  one  gas 
and  one  fiber  optic  line,  and  two  access  roads  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  85  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers  and 
transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform, 
detracting  from  the  natural  character  of  the  WSA's  entire  southern  face. 
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Approximately  one-half  of  an  acre  would  be  disturbed  with  the  projected 
construction  of  a  .25  mile  access  route  into  the  undeveloped  parcel  of 
patented  land  located  within  the  southeast  portion  of  the  WSA. 

The  placement  of  signs  and  construction  of  a  short  trail  would  implement  a 
portion  of  the  proposed  interpretative  program  for  Gregory's  Arch.  These 
activities  would  have  a  negligible  impact  on  the  natural  character  of  the 
WSA. 

The  natural  perception  within  approximately  6,600  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
visually  impacted  by  the  scarification  of  the  topography,  modification  of  the 
landform  and  continuous  existence  of  mechanized  equipment  as  a  result  of 
projected  mineral  exploration,  construction  and  maintenance  of  utilities  and 
access  routes,  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use. 

The  central -core  region  of  the  WSA  would  be  protected  from  surface  disturbing 
activities;  mineral  exploration  and  development  of  utilities  is  not  projected 
to  occur  in  this  area  and  the  rugged  landscape  restricts  the  use  of  motorized 
vehicles.  The  natural  character  of  the  core  of  the  WSA  would  be  retained 
under  the  Proposed  Action. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  solitude  opportunities  within  the  southern,  western 
and  northern  portions  of  the  WSA  (approximately  6,600  acres)  of  the  WSA  would 
deteriorate  and,  in  some  areas,  be  lost  due  to  the  annoying  sights  and  sounds 
created  by  heavy  equipment  use  in  projected  mineral  exploration  and  in  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  new  utility  lines.  Increased  cross  country 
motorized  recreational  activity  would  also  diminish  opportunities  for 
solitude.  These  activities  would  encroach  upon  portions  of  the  WSA  which 
provide  seclusion  and  isolated  locales.  Outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  that  exist  within  the  WSA's  central-core,  approximately  5,690  acres, 
would  be  retained.  The  rugged  landscape  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA 
provides  sufficient  screening  to  block  outside  sights  and  sounds  and  areas 
which  offer  isolated  or  secluded  locales. 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would  also  be  lost  within 
the  6,600  acres  of  the  WSA  due  to  the  aforementioned  activities.   The 
deterioration  of  the  landscape  and  constant  visual  contact  of  motorized 
vehicles  would  provide  a  hiker  or  backpacker  few  opportunities  to  obtain 
scenic  photographs,  view  wildlife  and  find  secluded  campsites  within  this 
portion  of  the  WSA.  The  WSA's  central -core  would  provide  hikers  and 
backpackers  two  destination  points,  Gregory's  Arch  and  Oak  Creek  Canyon,  where 
visitors  could  find  campsites,  observe  wildlife  and  photograph  scenic 
landscapes.  Outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would  be 
retained  within  this  portion  of  the  WSA,  as  surface  disturbing  activities  are 
not  projected  to  occur  and  cross  country  vehicle  use  would  be  restricted  by 
the  area's  rugged  terrain.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within 
the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  120  to  150  visits 
annually. 
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Special  Features 

Special  features  within  the  WSA  include  Gregory's  Arch  and  desert  tortoise. 
Gregory's  Arch,  is  a  natural  rock  arch  located  within  the  southern  portion  of 
the  WSA.  The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  is  currently  listed  on  the 
"Federal  Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2 
(Watch).  Approximately  22  percent  of  the  WSA  is  considered  noncrucial 
(approximately  20  to  40  tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat. 
Neither  special  feature  are  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  that  exist  within  6,600  acres  of  the 
WSA  would  be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds 
and  surface  disturbances  created  by  increased  motorized  recreational  use, 
projected  mineral  exploration  and  utility  construction  and  maintenance 
would  adversely  impact  wilderness  values.  Wilderness  values  would  be 
retained  within  the  remaining  5,690  acres  of  the  WSA.  The  special 
qualities  of  Gregory's  Arch  would  be  retained.  The  desert  tortoise 
population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of 
the  WSA. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  El  Dorado  WSA  would  remain  open  for  mineral  entry.  All 
potential  mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration 
and  development.  Included  are  12,290  acres  having  low  favorability  for  the 
occurrence  of  metallic,  nonmetallic  and  salable  minerals  and  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

Eventual  exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to  occur  within  the 
northwest  and  southeast  portions  of  the  WSA  under  the  Proposed  Action. 
Development  is  not  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  exploration.  No  other 
mineral  exploration  or  development  is  projected  within  the  WSA.  No  adverse 
impacts  are  expected. 

CONCLUSION:  Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development.  The  exploration  of  existing  mining  claims  is 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts 
on  the  exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational   use.     The  majority  of 
use  would  occur  within  the  western  half  of  the  WSA.     The  WSA  provides 
opportunities  for  motorized  access  for  hunting  and  trapping,   vehicle  camping, 
off-road  driving  and  spectator  and  non-spectator  off-road  vehicle  events. 
Motorized  recreational   use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  470  to 
650  visits  annually. 
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CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  as  the  entire  WSA 
remains  open  to  vehicles  and  new  routes  resulting  from  projected  mineral 
exploration  and  utility  development  makes  the  study  area  more  accessible. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 

Impacts  on  Recreational  Management 

The  development  of  a  recreational  interpretative  program  for  Gregory's  Arch, 
consisting  of  interpretative  signs  and  a  short  access  trail  would  be 
implemented,  as  designated  in  the  Clark  County  Management  Framework  Plan 
(MFP).  No  adverse  impacts  are  projected  under  this  alternative. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  an  interpretative  recreational  program 
would  benefit  as  a  result  of  the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui table 
for  wilderness  designation.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  are  expected 
to  occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  12,290  acre  El  Dorado  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  development  of 
utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by  potential  users,  for  a  possible  1  mile 
wide  designated  utility  corridor.  This  would  allow  the  projected  construction 
of  both  above  and  below  ground  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
wilderness  values  from  off-road  motorized  recreational  use,  mineral 
exploration  and  the  construction  of  utility  lines  within  a  proposed  designated 
utility  corridor. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Motorized  recreational  use,  mineral  exploration  and  the 
construction  of  utility  lines  within  an  established  utility  corridor  would 


reduce  the  wilderness  values  over  the  long  term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utility  lines  within  a  proposed  designated 
utility  corridor  would  create  an  irreversible  and  irretrievable  commitment  of 
the  wilderness  values. 
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All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  12,290  acres  of  public  land  in  the  El 
Dorado  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

A  positive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to 
motorized  vehicles,  thus  eliminating  470  visits  of  cross  country,  off-road 
motorized  recreational  use  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  study  area. 
This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  two-wheel  tracks  associated  with 
repeated  cross  country,  off-road  use.  However,  occasional  unauthorized 
off-road  motorized  vehicle  use  would  occur  within  the  WSW,  compacting 
vegetation  and  soils  within  approximately  33  acres  of  the  study  area.  This 
would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  overall  naturalness  values  of  the 
WSA. 

The  private  land  owners  are  projected  to  exercise  their  rights  to  their  120 
acre  patented  mining  claim  located  within  the  southeast  corner  of  the  WSA. 
Construction  of  a  projected  .25  mile  of  road  across  the  WSA  would  physically 
disturb  one  half  acre  of  ground  by  the  blading  of  the  landscape.  This 
disturbance  would  be  visible  from  the  southeast  corner  of  the  WSA,  and  would 
not  adversely  affect  the  overal  natural  perception  of  the  area. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Solitude  opportunities  within  the  WSA  would  be  enhanced  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.  Except  for  occasional  unauthorized  use,  motorized 
recreational  vehicles  v/ould  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA.  This  would  extend  the 
geographical  area  within  the  WSA  where  visitors  would  be  able  to  find  secluded 
areas.  However,  the  periphery  of  the  WSA  would  still  not  provide 
opportunities  for  solitude  as  the  open  terrian  does  not  screen  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  uses  occuring  along  the  boundaries.  Visitors  to  the  area  would  be 
inclined  to  mostly  utilize  the  central -core  of  the  WSA  where  the  rugged 
landscape  would  shield  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  unauthorized  off-road 
vehicle  use.  The  pristine  and  scenic  qualities  of  the  Gregory's  Arch  area, 
Oak  Creek  and  Lonesome  Canyons  would  be  retained. 

Opportunities  to  experience  primitive  types  of  recreational  activites  would  be 
enhanced  within  the  WSA,  by  the  closure  to  motorized  recreational  use. 
Visitors  to  the  area  would  be  more  inclined  to  utilized  the  large  sandy  washes 
closer  to  the  WSA's  western  border.  Opportunities  to  view  wildlife  would  be 
enhanced  by  the  elimination  of  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use. 
Although  hunters  and  rock  hounders  would  be  mechanically  cut-off  from  the  WSA, 
they  would  be  able  to  actively  pursue  these  activities  by  foot  under 
wilderness  designation.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the 
WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  120  to  290  visits  annually. 
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Special   Features 

The  WSA's  special   features  include  the  geologic  and  scenic  values  of  Gregory's 
Arch  and  desert  tortoise  population.     The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus 
agassizii),  is  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of  Threatened  and 
Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch). 

Gregory's  Arch  and  the  desert  tortoise  population  would  remain  protected  under 
this  alternative.     They  would  receive  the  added  protection  afforded  from 
wilderness  designation. 

CONCLUSION:     Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude,  and  primitive 
recreation  and  the  special   features  of  desert  tortoise  and  the  scenic 
features  of  Gregory's  Arch  that  exist  within  12,257  of  the  WSA's  12,290 
acres.     Approximately  33  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be  physically  distured 
by  projected  unauthorized  vehicle  use. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  entire  12,290  acre  El  Dorado  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of 
mineral  entry.  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Included  are  approximately 
12,290  acres  having  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic, 
nonmetallic  and  salable  minerals  and  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence 
of  uranium.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  exploration  for  precious  metals  (gold,  silver)  projected  to  occur  without 
wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative  due  to  the  area  being  unable  to  support  valid  claims.  This  is 
projected  due  to  the  area's  low  mineral  favorability  rating  and  the  lack  of 
mines,  prospecting  and  outcroppings  to  support  the  linear  type  of 
mineralization  that  occurs  within  the  mining  district.  With  or  without 
wilderness  designation,  actual  development  of  precious  metal  resources  is  not 
projected  to  take  place  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration 
activity  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness  designation  would  not  take 
place  due  to  the  lack  of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.  Development 
of  precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  12,290  acre  El  Dorado  WSA  to  all  forms 
of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  470  visits  annually  of  motorized 
recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving,  motorized  access  for  hunting, 
motorized  non  spectator  events,  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated  from 
the  WSA.  Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized 
recreational  use  is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized 
recreational  use  foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public 
lands.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible. 
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CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  470  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Recreational  Management 

The  proposed  interpretative  program  for  Gregory's  Arch  could  not  be  fully 
implemented  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  as  interpretative  signing 
would  be  precluded  from  the  WSA.  However,  signs  could  be  posted  in  close 
proximities  outside  of  the  WSA.  The  development  of  a  trail  to  Gregory's  Arch 
would  be  implemented.  This  would  primarily  consist  of  the  clearing  of  brush 
along  a  path  that  would  blend  in  with  the  contour  of  the  landscape.  The 
interpretative  program  would  not  be  adversely  affected  by  designation  of  the 
WSA  for  wilderness. 

CONCLUSION:  The  proposed  interpretative  program  could  not  be  fully 
implemented  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative  as  interpretative  signing 
would  be  precluded.  Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  not 
adversely  affect  this  program. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  would  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities.  The 
development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable  route  that 
could  be  topographically  more  restrictive,  a  greater  distance  to  the 
identified  point  of  destination,  and  be  prohibitively  costly,  thereby 
imparting  some  hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 

Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,  9,570  acres  out  of  12,290  acres  of  public  land  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining  2,720  acres 
of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion) 

The  9,570  acre  area  recommended  suitable  would  be  closed  to  motorized 
recreational  use,  eliminating  approximately  260  visits  of  motorized 
recreational  use  annually.  This  would  improve  the  naturalness  values  within 
those  areas  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  that  are  accessible  to 
motorized  vehicles.  However,  unauthorized  off-road  motorized  recreational  use 
would  occur  along  the  western  and  northern  borders  of  the  suitable  area.  The 
compaction  and  removal  of  vegetation  and  soils  resulting  from  this  use  would 
slowly  deteriorate  an  estimated  20  acres  within  the  rcommended  suitable  area. 
This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural  qualities. 
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The  perception  of  naturalness  within  the  southeastern  and  northwestern 
portions  of  the  recommended  suitable  area  (approximately  400  acres)  would  be 
negetatively  impacted  by  the  mineral  activity  and  development  of  utilities 
projected  to  occur  on  adjacent  nonsuitable  lands.  These  activites  would 
diminish  the  scenic  qualities  within  portions  of  the  suitable  area. 

The  private  land  owners  are  projected  to  exercise  their  rights  to  their  120 
acre  patented  mining  claim  located  within  the  southeast  corner  of  the  WSA. 
Construction  of  a  projected  .25  mile  of  road  across  the  WSA  would  physically 
disturb  one  half  acre  of  ground  by  the  blading  of  the  landscape.  This 
disturbance  would  be  visible  from  the  southeast  corner  of  the  WSA,  and  would 
not  adversely  affect  the  overall  natural  perception  of  the  suitable  area. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) 

The  2,720  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  would 
remain  open  to  motorized  vehicles.  This  would  include  3.5  miles  of  new  roads 
projected  for  mineral  exploration.  As  most  of  the  terrain  within  the 
nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  is  conducive  to  motorized  types  of  recreational 
use,  naturalness  values  that  presently  exist  would  diminish  within  the  area 
due  to  increased  activity.  Motorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to 
increase  from  an  estimated  210  to  480  visits  annually. 

Surface  disturbance  associated  with  the  exploration  of  minerals  within  the 
northern  and  southern  portions  of  the  nonsuitable  area,  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  11.4  acres.  The  blading  of  3.5  miles  of  new  roads,  the 
construction  of  two  pilot  plants,  and  the  trenching  of  an  estimated  282  test 
pits  would  result  in  the  removal  of  vegetation  and  soils,  scarifying  the 
terrain. 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  across  the  nonsuitable  area's 
extreme  southern  tip.  Construction  projections  of  two  transmission  lines,  one 
gas  and  one  fiber  optic  line,  and  one  access  road  would  result  in  the  removal 
of  vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  25  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers  and 
transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform, 
detracting  from  the  natural  character  of  the  nonsuitable  area's  entire 
southern  face. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion) 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be 
available  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  These  values 
however,  would  be  diminished  along  the  western  and  southern  borders 
(approximately  600  acres)  as  a  result  of  the  noise  and  visual  disturbance  from 
unauthorized  off-road  motorized  recreational  use  and  mineral  activity, 
construction  and  maintenance  of  utilitiy  lines  projected  to  occur  on  adjacent 
public  lands. 
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The  scenic,  botanical   and  geologic  qualities  of  Lonesome  and  Oak  Creek  Canyons 
and  the  area's  rugged  eastern  landscape  would  be  preserved.     This  terrain 
would  also  provide  visitors  with  areas  of  seclusion,   scenic  camp  sites,  as 
well   as  opportunities  to  view  wildlife  and  study  unusual   geologic  features. 
Hikers  and  backpackers  would  be  able  to  enjoy  a  quality  one  and  two  day  hike 
within  the  area.     Primitive  recreational    (non-motorized)  use  within  the 
recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  100  to  210  visits  annually. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) 

The  noise  and  visual   disturbance  created  by  off-road  motorized  recreational 
users,  projected  development  and  maintenance  of  utilities  and  mineral 
exploration  activities,   i.e.   heavy  equipment  use,  would  destroy  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  available  within  the 
recommended  nonsuitable  area.     These  activities  would  reduce  and,   in  some 
instances,  eliminate  areas  that  provide  opportunities  for  seclusion  and 
solitude. 

The  physical   scars  left  on  the  landscape  as  a  result  of  projected  exploration 
efforts  and  utility  development  would  void  the  area  of  any  scenic  or 
photographic  qualities.     The  nonsuitable  portion  would  provide  hikers  and 
backpackers  with  limited  primitive  recreational   opportunities.     Primitive 
recreational   use  within  this  area  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated 
20  to  30  visits  annually. 

Special   Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Qopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.     Nlondesignation  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area 
is  not  expected  to  adversely  affect  the  desert  tortoise  population. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  recommended  suitable  area  would  enhance  the 
protection  and  preservation  of  Gregory's  Arch,   a  natural    rock  arch  located 
within  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:     Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  and  the  special   geological   value  of 
Gregory's  Arch  would  be  retained  within  an  estimated  8,970  of  the  9,570 
acres  of  the  recommended  suitable  area.     Wilderness  values  on  the 
remaining  600  acres  of  the  suitable  portion  would  be  diminished  and,   in 
some  instances  lost,  as  a  result  of  unauthorized  off-road  motorized 
vehicle  use,  mineral  exploration  and  utility  line  construction  and 
maintenance  projected  to  occur  on  adjacent  public  lands.     Wilderness 
values  would  be  lost  on  the  2,720  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation  as  continued  and  increased  cross  country  motorized 
vehicle  use,  projected  mineral   exploration  and  construction  of  utilities 
would  adversely  impact  the  area.     The  desert  tortoise  population  is  not 
expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area. 
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Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  9,570  acres  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  mineral  entry.  Exploration  and  development  of 
mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands.  Included  are  all 
the  lands  within  the  area  having  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
metallic,  nonmetallic  and  salable  minerals  and  those  having  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 

The  exploration  for  precious  metals  (gold,  silver)  projected  to  occur  without 
wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  under  Alternative  A  as 
mineralization  of  the  area  is  not  expected  to  support  valid  claims.  With  or 
without  wilderness  deignation,  actual  development  of  precious  metal  resources 
is  not  projected  to  take  place  within  the  recommended  suitable  area. 

All  lands  within  the  2,720  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  would 
remain  open  for  mineral  entry.  Included  are  all  the  lands  within  the  area 
having  low  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic,  nonmetallic  and 
salable  minerals  and  those  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of 
uranium.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map).  All  potential  mineral  resources 
within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for  exploration  and  development. 

Eventual  exploration  of  existing  claims  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to 
occur  within  the  northwest  and  southeast  portions  of  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area  under  Alternative  A.  Development  is  not  projected  to  occur 
as  a  result  of  exploration.  No  other  mineral  exploration  or  development  is 
projected  within  the  WSA.  No  adverse  impacts  are  expected. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of 
the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration  activity  projected  to  occur  without 
wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  due  to  lack  of  valid  claims  if 
designation  occurs.  Exploration  of  existing  mining  claims  is  projected 
within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  There  are  no 
projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  of  mineral  resources  within 
this  area.  Development  of  precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to 
take  place  within  either  the  recommended  suitable  or  nonsuitable  areas. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  9,570  acres  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable 
to  motorized  recreational  use,  eliminating  approximately  260  visits  of 
motorized  recreational  use  annually.  Public  land  offering  similar 
opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use  is  located  throughout  the 
region.  Therefore,  motorized  recreational  use  foregone  would  be  absorbed 
within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  and  on  surrounding  public  lands. 
The  impact  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 
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The  2,720  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  would  be 
open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized  recreational  uses  are  projected 
to  increase  from  an  estimated  210  to  480  visits  annually.  Terrain  within  this 
portion  of  the  WSA  is  primarily  conducive  to  motorized  types  of  recreational 
activities,  including  dirt  biking,  hunting  and  trapping  access  and  cross 
country  non-spectator  motorized  events. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the  9,570 
acres  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  approximately 
260  visits  would  be  foregone  annually.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use 
to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Recreational  Management 

The  proposed  interpretative  program  for  Gregory's  Arch  could  not  be  fully 
implemented  under  Alternative  A  as  interpretative  signing  would  be  precluded 
from  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA.  However,  signs  could  be 
posted  in  close  proximities  outside  of  the  area.  The  development  of  a  trail 
to  Gregory's  Arch  would  be  implemented.  This  would  primarily  consist  of  the 
clearing  of  brush  along  a  path  that  would  blend  in  with  the  contour  of  the 
landscape.  The  interpretative  program  would  not  be  adversely  affected  by 
designation  of  the  WSA  for  wilderness. 

CONCLUSION:  The  proposed  interpretative  program  could  not  be  fully 
implemented  under  Alternative  A  as  interpretative  signing  would  be 
precluded.  Designation  of  the  recommended  suitable  area  as  wilderness 
would  not  adversely  affect  this  program. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 
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ternative  A,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by  potential  users 
the  recommended  suitable  portion  would  not  become  a  designated 
and  thus  would  forego  the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below 
ti 1 i ties.  The  proposed  development  could  however,  occur  along  that 
of  the  identified  route  located  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable 
reclusion  of  potential  utility  development  from  the  suitable  area 
an  the  identification  of  a  less  desirable  and  more  restrictive  route, 
imparting  some  hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 


CONCLUSION:  Under  Alternative  A  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the 
WSA  would  be  unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action 
could  incure  hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 
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IRETEBA  PEAKS  WSA  (NV-050-438) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  14,994  acres  of  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  motorized  recreational   use.     The  WSA's 
southern  region  consists  of  wide  sandy  washes  and  bajadas  that  are  readily 
accessible  to  vehicles.     In  addition,  the  new  roads  associated  with  projected 
mineral   exploration  and  utility  line  construction  would  increase  accessibility 
for  motorized  vehicles  into  the  WSA's  northern  and  southern  regions. 
Increased  cross  country  motorized  recreational   use  within  the  WSA  would  create 
two-track  routes  across  the  terrain.     Repeated  use  of  new  and  existing  tracks 
would  remove  vegetation  and  compact  soils,   disturbing  an  estimated  15  acres 
within  the  WSA.     Cross  country,  off-road  recreational   use  is  projected  to 
increase  from  100  to  200  visits  per  year  within  the  WSA. 

It  is  projected  that  exploration  for  precious  metals  would  eventually  occur 
within  the  southern  and  northern  portions  of  the  WSA,  under  nondesignation. 
Exploration  efforts  within  the  WSA  would  be  conducted  to  define  the  extent  of 
mineralization  of  the  El   Dorado  and  Search  Light  Mining  Districts,  which  lie 
adjacent  to  the  area's  northern  and  southern  boundaries. 

Surface  disturbance  associated  with  projected  mineral   exploration  within  the 
WSA's  northern  region  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  19.7  acres.     The 
blading  of  3  miles  of  roads,  construction  of  two  pilot  plants,   drilling  and 
trenching  of  an  estimated  290  test  pits  would  result  in  the  removal   of 
vegetation  and  soils,   scarifying  the  area's  natural   terrain. 

Exploration  activities  within  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  26.2  acres.     Projected  exploration  would  involve  the 
blading  of  3  miles  of  roads,  construction  of  three  pilot  plants  and  the 
drilling  and  trenching  of  approximately  350  test  pits.     Scars  created  by  heavy 
equipment  blading  the  roads  and  digging  trenches  would  physically  disrupt  the 
landscape  of  the  southeast  protion  of  the  study  area. 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1   mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  ground  utilities  across  the  WSA's  extreme  northern 
region.     Construction  projections  of  a  transmission  line  and  access  road  would 
result  in  the  removal   of  vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.     This 
activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  25  acres  within  the  WSA.     The 
placement  of  towers  and  transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result 
in  a  modified  landform  of  the  WSA's  northern  region. 
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Actual  surface  disturbance  within  the  WSA  from  the  projected  activities  would 
be  an  estimated  86  acres.  However,  the  natural  character  within  approximately 
3,900  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  reduced  and,  in  some  areas,  be  lost,  as  a 
result  of  increased  motorized  vehicle  use,  projected  construction  of  utilites 
and  associated  access  routes  and  mineral  exploration. 

The  central -core  region  of  the  WSA  would  be  protected  from  surface  disturbing 
activities;  mineral  exploration  and  development  of  utilities  are  not  projected 
to  occur  in  this  portion  and  the  area's  rugged  landscape  restricts  the  use  of 
motorized  vehicles.  The  natural  character  of  the  core  of  the  WSA  would  be 
retained  under  the  Proposed  Action. 

The  development  of  two  springs  within  the  northeast  portion  of  the  WSA  would 
have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural  character. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  solitude  opportunities  within  the  southern  and 
northern  portions  of  the  WSA  (approximately  4,800  acres)  of  the  WSA  would 
deteriorate  and,  in  some  areas,  be  lost  due  to  the  annoying  sights  and  sounds 
created  by  heavy  equipment  use  in  projected  mineral  exploration  and  in  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  new  utility  lines.  Increased  motorized 
vehicle  activity  would  also  diminish  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation.  The  deterioration  of  the  landscape  and  constant  visual  contact  of 
motorized  vehicles  would  provide  a  hiker  or  backpacker  few  opportunities  to 
obtain  scenic  photographs,  view  wildlife  and  fined  secluded  campsites  within 
these  areas. 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  less  than  outstanding  opportunities 
for  primitive  recreation  would  be  available  within  the  central -core 
(approximately  10,194  acres)  of  the  WSA.  This  area's  rocky  terrain, 
consisting  of  large  granitic  boulders  and  numerous  rock  lined  drainages, 
provides  screening  and  numerous  secluded  locales.  Portions  of  the  central 
region  would  provide  visitors  with  scenic  views  of  Lake  Mead  and 
opportunities  to  hunt  upland  game  birds  and  bighorn  sheep.  Primitive 
recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from 
an  estimated  85  to  110  visits  annually. 

The  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  proposed  range  developments  would  be 
done  primarily  by  hand  with  only  occasional  use  of  mechanized  equipment. 
Construction  and  maintenance  of  the  projects  would  be  completed  in  short 
durations  and  maintenance  would  be  conducted  once  a  year.  This  activity  would 
have  a  negligible  effect  on  solitude. 

Special  Features 

Three  sensitive  species,  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  have  been  identified  within  the  WSA.  Two 
variety  of  penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp. .  bicolor  and  roseus)  and  the 
desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii)  are  included  as  Category  2  (Watch) 
listings  on  the  Federal  Register. 
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The  special  features  are  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by 
nondesignation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  and  any  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  that  exist  within  4,800  acres  of  the  WSA  would 
be  diminished  and,  in  some  instances,  lost.  The  sights,  sounds  and 
surface  disturbances  created  by  increased  motorized  recreational  use, 
projected  mineral  exploration  and  utility  construction  and  maintenance 
would  adversely  impact  wilderness  values.  Wilderness  values  would  be 
retained  within  the  remaining  10,194  acres  of  the  WSA.  The  desert 
tortoise  population  and  two  identified  sensitive  plant  species  are  not 
expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  WSA. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

All  lands  within  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  remain  open  for  mineral  entry. 
All  potential  mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development.  Included  are  900  acres  having  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  14,994  acres  having 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium.  (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map). 

Eventual  exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to  occur  within  the 
northern  and  southern  portions  of  the  WSA  under  the  Proposed  Action. 
Development  is  not  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of  exploration.  No  other 
mineral  exploration  or  development  is  projected  within  the  WSA.  No  adverse 
impacts  are  expected. 

CONCLUSION:  Mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development.  The  exploration  for  precious  metals  is 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA.  There  are  no  projected  adverse  impacts 
on  the  exploration  for  and  development  of  mineral  resources. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  The  majority  of 
use  would  occur  within  the  western  half  of  the  WSA.  The  WSA  provides 
opportunities  for  motorized  access  for  hunting  and  trapping  and  off-road 
driving.  Motorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  100  to  200  visits  annually. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  as  the  entire  WSA 
remains  open  to  vehicles  and  new  routes  resulting  from  projected  mineral 
exploration  and  utility  developments  make  the  study  area  more  accessible. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to  occur. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  14,994  acre  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  development  of 
utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by  potential  users,  for  a  possible  1  mile 
wide  designated  utility  corridor.  This  would  allow  the  projected  construction 
of  a  500  kv  transmission  line  and  access  route. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
wilderness  values  from  off-road  motorized  recreational  use,  mineral 
exploration  and  the  construction  of  utility  transmission  lines  within  a 
projected  designated  utility  corridor. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Mondesi gnati on  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Motorized  recreational  use,  mineral  exploration  and  the 
construction  of  utility  transmission  lines  within  an  established  utility 
corridor  would  reduce  the  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utility  transmission  lines  within  a  projected 
designated  utility  corridor  would  create  an  irreversible  and  irretrievable 
commitment  of  the  wilderness  values. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  14,994  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

A  positive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to 
motorized  vehicles,  thus  eliminating  100  visits  of  cross  country,   off-road 
motorized  recreational   use  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  study  area. 
This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  two-wheel   tracks  associated  with 
repeated  cross  country,   off-road  use.     However,   occasional   unauthorized 
off-road  motorized  vehicle  use  would  occur  within  the  WSA,  compacting 
vegetation  and  soils  within  approximately  5  acres  of  the  study  area.     This 
would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  the  overall   naturalness  values  of  the 
WSA. 


4-71 


Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Solitude  opportunities  within  the  WSA  would  be  enhanced  under  the  All 
Wilderness  Alternative.  Except  for  occasional  unauthorized  use,  motorized 
recreational  vehicles  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA.  This  would  extend  the 
geographical  area  within  the  WSA  where  visitors  would  be  able  to  find  secluded 
areas.  Visitors  to  the  area  would  be  inclined  to  utilize  the  central-core  of 
the  WSA  where  the  rugged  landscape  would  shield  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use.  The  pristine  qualities  of  the  WSA  would  be 
retained. 

Opportunities  to  experience  primitive  types  of  recreational  activites  would  be 
enhanced  within  the  WSA,  but  would  remain  less  than  outstanding,  by  the 
closure  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Hikers  and  backpackers  would  be 
inclined  to  utilize  the  high  serrated  ridgeline  where  views  of  Lake  Mead  are 
best  and  trees  are  available  for  cover.  Although  hunters  and  rock  hounders 
would  be  mechanically  cut-off  from  the  WSA,  they  would  be  able  to  actively 
pursue  these  activities  by  foot  under  wilderness  designation.  Primitive 
recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from 
an  estimated  85  to  170  visits  annually. 

The  construction  and  maintenance  of  two  developed  springs  within  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  WSA  would  not  detract  from  wilderness  values. 

Special  Features 

Three  sensitive  species,  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  have  been  identified  within  the  WSA.  Two 
variety  of  penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp..  bicolor  and  roseus)  and  the 
desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii)  areTncluded  as  Category  2  (Watch) 
listings  on  the  Federal  Register. 

These  special  features  would  remain  protected  under  this  alternative.  They 
would  receive  the  added  protection  afforded  from  wilderness  designation. 

CONCLUSION:  Designation  would  preserve  wilderness  values  of 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude,  and  the  special 
features  of  desert  tortoise  and  sensitive  plants  that  exist  within  14,989 
of  the  WSA's  14,994  acres.  Approximately  5  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be 
physically  disturbed  by  projected  unauthorized  vehicle  use. 

Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  entire  14,994  acre  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from  all   forms  of 
mineral   entry.     Exploration  and  development  of  mineral   resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all   unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.     Included  are  900  acres  having 
moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and  14,994  acres 
having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium.      (See  Mineral 
Favorability  Map) . 
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The  exploration  for  precious  metals  (gold,  silver)  projected  to  occur  without 
wilderness  designation  would  not  take  place  under  the  All  Wilderness 
Alternative  due  to  the  area  being  unable  to  support  valid  claims.  This  is 
projected  due  to  the  area's  low  metallic  mineral  favorability.  In  addition, 
it  is  projected  that  the  small  independent  miners  showing  interest  in  the  area 
would  not  be  able  to  ecomonically  support  exploration  in  a  nonimpairing  manner 
under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  With  or  without  wilderness  designation, 
actual  development  of  precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place 
within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration 
activity  projected  to  occur  without  wilderness  designation  would  not  take 
place  due  to  the  lack  of  valid  claims  if  designation  occurs.  Development 
of  precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to  take  place. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  14,994  acre  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  to  all 
forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  100  visits  annually  of 
motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving  and  motorized  access 
for  hunting  and  trapping.  Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for 
motorized  recreational  use  is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore, 
motorized  recreational  use  foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on 
surrounding  public  lands.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  100  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  would  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  a  transmission  line  and  access  route.  The 
development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable  route  that 
could  be  restricted  due  to  distance  and  prohibitive  costs,  thereby  imparting 
some  hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 

Alternative  A  (Partial  Wilderness  Alternative) 

Under  this  alternative,  10,155  acres  out  of  14,994  acres  of  public  land  would 
be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  The  remaining  4,839  acres 
of  public  land  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 
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Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion) 

The  10,155  acre  area  recommended  suitable  would  be  closed  to  motorized 
recreational  use,  eliminating  approximately  15  visits  of  motorized 
recreational  use  annually.  This  would  improve  the  naturalness  values  within 
those  areas  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  that  are  accessible  to 
motorized  vehicles. 

Naturalness  (Nonsui table  Portion) 

The  4,839  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation  would 
remain  open  to  motorized  vehicles.     This  would  include  new  roads  projected  for 
mineral  exploration  and  access  routes  associated  with  utility  line 
construction.     Increased  cross  country  motorized  recreational   use  within  the 
WSA  would  create  two-track  routes  across  the  terrain.     Repeated  use  of  new  and 
existing  tracks  would  remove  vegetation  and  compact  soils,  disturbing  an 
estimated  12  acres  within  the  WSA.     Motorized  recreational   use  is  projected  to 
increase  from  an  estimated  85  to  185  visits  annually. 

It  is  projected  that  exploration  for  precious  metals  would  eventually  occur 
within  the  southern  and  northern  portions  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable 
area.  Exploration  efforts  within  the  WSA  would  be  conducted  to  define  the 
extent  of  mineralization  of  the  El  Dorado  and  Search  Light  Mining  Districts, 
which  lie  adjacent  to  the  area's  northern  and  southern  boundaries. 

Surface  disturbance  associated  with  projected  mineral  exploration  within  the 
nonsuitable  area's  northern  region  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  19.7 
acres.  The  blading  of  3  miles  of  roads,  construction  of  two  pilot  plants, 
drilling  and  trenching  of  an  estimated  290  test  pits  would  result  in  the 
removal  of  vegetation  and  soils,  scarifying  the  area's  natural  terrain. 

Exploration  activities  within  the  southern  portion  of  the  nonsuitable  area 
would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  26.2  acres.  Projected  exploration  would 
involve  the  blading  of  3  miles  of  roads,  construction  of  three  pilot  plants 
and  the  drilling  and  trenching  of  approximately  350  test  pits.  Scars  created 
by  heavy  equipment  blading  the  roads  and  digging  trenches  would  physically 
disrupt  the  landscape  of  the  southeast  protion  of  the  study  area. 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  ground  utilities  across  the  nonsuitable  area's  northern 
region.  Construction  projections  of  a  transmission  line  and  access  road  would 
result  in  the  removal  of  vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This 
activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  25  acres  within  the  WSA.  The 
placement  of  towers  and  transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result 
in  a  modified  landform  of  the  WSA's  northern  region. 

Actual  surface  disturbance  within  the  WSA  from  the  projected  activities  would 
be  an  estimated  83  acres.  However,  the  natural  character  of  the  recommended 
nonsuitable  area  would  be  reduced  and,  in  some  areas,  be  lost,  as  a  result  of 
increased  motorized  vehicle  use,  projected  construction  of  utilites  and 
associated  access  routes  and  mineral  exploration. 
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Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion) 

Outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  less  than  outstanding  opportunities 
for  primitive  recreation  would  be  retained  within  the  recommended  suitable 
portion  of  the  WSA.  This  area's  rocky  terrain  provides  excellent  screening  to 
block  out  activities  occurring  on  the  adjacent  public  lands.  The  large 
granitic  boulders  and  rocky  outcrops  which  makeup  the  area's  terrain  provides 
numerous  secluded  areas. 

The  pristine  landscape  would  provide  hunters  and  backpackers  scenic  overviews 
of  Lake  Mead.  Portions  of  the  central  region  would  provide  visitors  with 
opportunities  to  hunt  upland  game  birds  and  bighorn  sheep.  Primitive 
recreational  (non-motorized)  use  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of 
the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  65  to  90  visits  annually. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation  (Monsui table  Portion) 

The  noise  and  visual  disturbance  created  by  motorized  recreational  users, 
construction  of  utility  transmission  lines  and  projected  mineral  exploration 
activities,  i.e.  heavy  equipment  use,  would  destroy  the  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area  of  the 
WSA.  These  activities  would  reduce  and,  in  some  instances,  eliminate  areas 
that  provide  opportunities  for  seclusion  and  solitude.  The  physical  scars 
left  on  the  landscape  as  a  result  of  exploration  efforts  would  void  the  area 
of  any  scenic  or  photographic  qualities. 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  provide  hunters  and  hikers  with  limited 
primitive  recreational  opportunities.  Most  users  would  utilize  the  area  for 
access  into  the  recommended  suitable  portion.  Primitive  recreational  use 
within  this  area  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  20  to  30  visits 
annually. 

Special  Features 

Three  sensitive  species,  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal  Register  of 
Threatened  and  Endangered  Species",  have  been  identified  within  the  WSA.  Two 
variety  of  penstemon  (Penstemon  bicolor  ssp. .  bicolor  and  roseus)  and  the 
desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii)  are  included  as  Category  2  (Watch) 
listings  on  the  Federal  Register. 

The  special  features  located  within  the  recommended  nonsuitable  portion  of  the 
WSA  are  not  expected  to  be  adversely  affected  by  nondesignation. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities 
for  solitude  and  the  sensitive  plant  species  would  be  retained  within  the 
10,155  acres  of  the  recommended  suitable  area.  Wilderness  values  would  be 
lost  on  the  4,839  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation 
as  continued  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  vehicle  use,  projected 
mineral  exploration  and  construction  of  utilities  would  adversely  impact 
the  area.  The  desert  tortoise  population  is  not  expected  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  nondesignation  of  the  recommended  nonsuitable  area. 
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Impacts  on  Exploration  for  and  Development  of  Non-Energy  Mineral  Resources 

The  10,155  acres  of  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  mineral  entry.  Exploration  and  development  of 
mineral  resources  would  be  foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands.  Included  are  190 
acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallic  minerals  and 
10,155  acres  having  moderate  favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium.  (See 
Mineral  Favorability  Map).  Exploration  for  precious  metals  within  this 
portion  of  the  WSA  is  not  projected  as  the  most  accessible  potential  areas  are 
located  within  the  recommended  nonsui table  area. 

All  lands  within  the  4,839  acres  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  would 
remain  open  for  mineral  entry.  Included  are  710  acres  having  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  metallics  and  4,839  acres  having  moderate 
favorability  for  the  occurrence  of  uranium.  (See  Mineral  Favorability  Map). 
All  potential  mineral  resources  within  the  WSA  would  be  available  for 
exploration  and  development. 

Eventual  exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected  to  occur  within  the 
northern  and  southern  portions  of  the  recommended  nonsui table  area  under 
Alternative  A.  Development  is  not  projected  to  occur  as  a  result  of 
exploration.  No  other  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  projected  within 
the  WSA.  No  adverse  impacts  are  expected. 

CONCLUSION:  Exploration  and  development  of  mineral  resources  would  be 
foregone  on  all  unclaimed  lands  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion  of 
the  WSA.  Mineral  exploration  is  not  projected  to  occur  with  or  without 
wilderness  designation.  Exploration  for  precious  metals  is  projected 
within  the  recommended  nonsui table  portion  of  the  WSA.  There  are  no 
projected  adverse  impacts  on  the  exploration  of  mineral  resources  within 
this  area.  Development  of  precious  metal  resources  is  not  projected  to 
take  place  within  either  the  recommended  suitable  or  nonsui table  areas. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  10,155  acres  of  the  WSA  recommended 
suitable  to  motorized  recreational  use,  eliminating  approximately  15  visits  of 
motorized  recreational  use  annually.  Public  land  offering  similar 
opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use  is  located  throughout  the 
region.  Therefore,  motorized  recreational  use  foregone  would  be  absorbed 
within  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  and  on  surrounding  public  lands. 
The  impact  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  be  eliminated  on  the 
10,155  acres  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
approximately  15  visits  would  be  foregone  annually.  The  impacts  of 
shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  4,839  acres  recommended  nonsuitable  within  the  Ireteba  Peaks  WSA  would  be 
available  for  the  development  of  utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by 
potential  users,  for  a  possible  1  mile  wide  designated  utility  corridor.  This 
would  allow  the  projected  construction  of  a  transmission  line  and  associated 
access  route. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  recommended  nonsuitable  area  not  being  designated  wilderness.  No 
adverse  impacts  to  this  use  are  expected  to  occur. 
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JUMBO  SPRINGS  WSA   (NV-050-236) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,   the  entire  3,466  acres  of  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Although  the  area's  landscape  is  not  conducive  to  vehicles,   nondesignation  of 
the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  leave  the  area  open  to  motorized  recreational 
use.     Motorized  recreational   use  within  the  area  would  have  a  negligible 
impact  on  the  area's  natural   values,   as  the  WSA's  rugged  landscape  limits  this 
activity. 

The  placement  of  one  bighorn  sheep  guzzler  within  the  area  would  have  a 
negligible  affect  on  the  WSA's  natural   character.     The  placement  and  design  of 
the  tanks  would  blend  into  the  landscape  and  only  be  recognizable  from  their 
immediate  vicinity. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be  retained.  The  noise  and  visual  disturbance 
from  occasional  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use  would  not  diminish  these 
qualities  within  the  WSA. 

Hunting  and  trapping  that  attributes  for  most  of  the  primitive  recreational 
use  within  the  WSA  would  slowly  continue  to  increase  under  the  Proposed 
Action.  Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase 
from  30  to  45  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

As  no  special  features  were  identified  within  the  WSA,  those  activities  that 
occur  within  the  area  would  not  create  any  impacts. 

CONCLUSION:  No  long-term  negatiye  impacts  to  naturalness  qualities 
would  occur  within  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  under  the  Proposed  Action. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

No  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  occur. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue. 
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Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

Mo  irreversible  or  irretrievable  commitments  of  any  resources  are  projected  to 
occur. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  entire  3,466  acres  of  public  land  in 
the  Jumbo  Springs  VISA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.  (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Naturalness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be  preserved  under  wilderness 
designation.  Elimination  of  motorized  vehicles  from  the  area  would  halt  the 
formation  of  new  tracks  produced  by  any  repeated  motorized  use. 

The  construction  of  one  bighorn  sheep  guzzler  within  the  WSA  would  have  a 
negligible  effect  on  the  area's  natural  character.  The  placement  and  design 
of  the  tanks  would  blend  into  the  landscape  and  only  be  recognizable  from 
their  immediate  vicinity. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  available  within  the  WSA 
would  be  retained  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  No  activities  are 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  that  would  adversely  impact  opportunities 
for  solitude. 
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Hunting  and  trapping  attribute  to  the  majority  of  primitive  recreational  use 
within  the  WSA.  This  use  would  continue  along  with  increased  utilization  of 
the  area  for  hiking  and  nature  study  with  wilderness  designation  of  the  WSA. 
Primitive  recreation  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  30  to  60 
visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

No  special  features  were  identified  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Designation  of  the  Jumbo  Springs  WSA  would  preserve  the 
less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  the  less  than 
outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.  In 
addition,  the  naturalness  values  that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be 
retained. 
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NELLIS  ABC  WSA  (NV-050-04R-15) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,   the  entire  5,718  acres  of  the  Nell  is  ABC  WSA  would 
be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.      (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  extending  5  miles  across  the 
WSA.  Construction  projections  of  five  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and  two 
fiber  optic  lines,  and  three  access  roads  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  175  acres  within  the  WSA.  Additionally,  the  projected 
designation  of  a  potential  1  mile  wide  transportation  corridor  extending  the  7 
mile  width  of  the  WSA  would  allow  the  construction  of  railroad  tracks  and 
associated  access  routes.  This  activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated 
58  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers,  transmission  and  rail  lines 
across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform,  detracting  from  the 
natural  character  of  the  entire  area  because  of  the  open  terrain  where  they 
are  to  be  constructed. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  cross  country,  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use.  The  study  area's  terrain  consists  of  an  open  bajada  that  is 
readily  accessible  to  vehicles.  The  construction  of  access  roads  associated 
with  the  projected  development  of  new  utilities  would  increase  accessibility 
into  the  WSA  for  motorized  vehicles.  The  newly  created  tracks  and  ways  from 
increased  off-road  activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  25  acres 
within  the  WSA.  Motorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  120  to  170  visits  annually. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be  further  diminished  as  a  result  of 
the  overwhelming  sights  and  sounds  created  by  the  continuing  use  of  heavy 
equipment  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  proposed  utilities,  rail 
lines  and  associated  roads,  and  by  motorized  recreational  vehicles. 

The  aforementioned  activities  would  further  diminish  opportunities  for 
primitive  (non-motorized)  recreation  within  the  WSA.  Under  the  Proposed 
Action,  visitors  would  be  less  inclined  to  frequent  the  area  for  hiking  and 
horse  backriding.  Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to 
increase  from  an  estimated  20  to  30  visits  annual! v. 
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Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  noncrucial  (20  to  40 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat. 

Surface  disturbing  activities,  ie.  construction  of  utilities,  rail  lines  and 
associated  access  roads,  and  increased  cross  country  vehicle  use,  projected  to 
occur  within  the  WSA  would  accumulatively  create  a  habitat  fragmentation  of 
the  northern  Las  Vegas  Valley  noncrucial  habitat  area.  This  fragmentation  of 
habitat  could,  over  the  long  term,  result  in  the  reduction  of  this 
population. 

CONCLUSION:  Wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be  adversely 
impacted  under  the  Proposed  Action.  The  projected  development  of 
utilities,  rail  lines,  associated  access  routes,  and  increased  cross 
country  vehicle  use  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  258  acres  within 
the  WSA.  The  natural  perception  of  the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by 
the  construction  of  utilities  (towers,  lines,  roads)  and  rail  lines  across 
the  landscape.  The  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  would  be  lost  due  to  the  sights  and  sounds  created  by 
the  aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the  WSA.  Nondesignation  of  the 
WSA  could  adversely  affect  the  desert  tortoise  population. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized 
recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  120  to  170 
visits  annually.  The  entire  WSA  provides  opportunities  for  dirt-biking, 
off-road  driving,  and  motorized  access  for  target  shooting. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  would  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in  association  with  projected 
utilities  construction.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to 
occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  5,718  acre  Mel  lis  ABC  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  development  of 
utilities  within  a  route,  identified  by  potential  users,  for  a  possible  1  mile 
wide  designated  utility  corridor.  This  would  allow  the  projected  construction 
of  both  above  and  below  ground  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 
No  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  a  Rail  Line 

The  5,718  acre  Nellis  ABC  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  development  of  a  rail 
line  within  a  route,  identified  by  the  Department  of  Energy,  for  a  possible  1 
mile  wide  designated  transportation  corridor.  This  would  allow  the  projected 
construction  of  rail  road  tracks  and  associated  access  routes. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  a  rail  line  could  continue  as  a  result 
of  the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation.  Ho  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  from  off-road  motorized  recreational  use  and  the  construction  of 
utilities  and  a  rail  line  within  potential  designated  utility  and 
transportation  corridors. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Projected  increase  in  motorized  recreational  use  and  the 
construction  of  utility  lines  and  a  rail  line  within  a  potential  utility 
corridor  and  a  transportation  corridor  would  reduce  naturalness  over  the  lono 
term.  J 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utilities  and  a  rail  line  within  potential 
utility  and  transportation  corridors  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  naturalness. 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  5,718  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Nellis 
ABC  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

A  potitive  effect  on  naturalness  would  occur  with  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to 
motorized  recreational  vehicles  (approximately  120  visits  per  year).  This 
action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  two-wheel  tracks  associated  with 
repeated  motorized-vehicle  use.  However,  occasional  unauthorized  use  is 
projected  to  occur,  disturbing  an  estimated  7  acres  along  the  WSA's 
boundaries. 
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Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be  retained.  Visitors  would  continue  to 
utilize  the  area  for  horse  backriding.  Primitive  recreational  (non-motorized) 
use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  20  to  40  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  noncrucial  (20  to  40 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat. 

Wilderness  designation  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert  tortoise  by 
precluding  activities  such  as  the  development  of  utilities,  a  rail  line  and 
associated  access  roads  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness  and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert 
tortoise. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  5,718  acre  Mel  lis  ABC  WSA  to  all  forms 
of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  120  visits  annually  of  motorized 
recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving  and  motorized  access  for  target 
shooting,  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA.  Public  land  that  offers  similar 
opportunities  for  motorized  recreational  use  is  located  throughout  the  region; 
therefore,  motorized  recreational  use  foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on 
surrounding  public  lands.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  120  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  v/ould  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  within  the 
WSA.  The  development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable 
route  that  could  be  topographically  more  restrictive  and  or  more  costly, 
thereby  imparting  some  hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  a  Rail  Line 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  rail  line  route  identified 
by  the  Department  of  Energy  would  not  become  a  designated  transportation 
corridor  and  thus  would  forego  the  projected  construction  of  a  rail  line  and 
associated  access  routes  through  the  WSA.  The  development  of  the  rail  line 
would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable  route  that  could  be  topographically 
more  restrictive  and  an  exorbitant  distance  between  destination  points, 
thereby,  imparting  some  hardships  on  the  Department  of  Energy  and  any  other 
potential  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  a  rail  line.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  Department  of  Energy  and  any  other  potential  users. 


4-84 


""'iHiiPnflMPn 


EVERGREEN  ABC  WSA  (NV-050-01R-16) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  2,694  acres  of  the  Evergreen  ABC  WSA 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See  Wilderness 
Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  from  the  one 
existing  material  site  right-of-way  would  physically  disturb  30  acres  within 
the  WSA. 

The  projected  designation  of  a  1  mile  wide  utility  corridor  would  allow  the 
development  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  extending  the  9   mile  length  of 
the  WSA.  Construction  projections  of  five  transmission  lines,  two  gas  and  two 
fiber  optic  lines,  and  three  access  roads  would  result  in  the  removal  of 
vegetation  and  the  disruption  of  soils.  This  activity  would  physically 
disturb  an  estimated  285  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  placement  of  towers  and 
transmission  lines  across  the  landscape  would  result  in  a  modified  landform, 
detracting  from  the  natural  character  of  the  entire  area  because  of  the  open 
terrain  where  they  are  to  be  constructed. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  cross  country,  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use.  The  study  area's  terrain  consists  of  an  open  bajada  that  is 
readily  accessible  to  vehicles.  The  construction  of  access  roads  associated 
with  the  projected  development  of  new  utilities  would  increase  accessibility 
into  the  WSA  for  motorized  vehicles.  The  newly  created  tracks  and  ways  from 
increased  off-road  activity  would  physically  disturb  an  estimated  7  acres 
within  the  WSA.  Motorized  recreational  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  35  to  60  visits  annually. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  that'  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be  further  diminished  as  a  result  of 
the  unnatural  sights  and  sounds  created  by  the  continuing  use  of  heavy 
equipment  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  proposed  utilities  and 
associated  roads,  and  by  motorized  recreational  vehicles.  In  addition,  there 
would  be  continued  use  of  heavy  motorized  vehicles  to  extract  sand  and  gravel 
from  the  existing  material  site. 

The  aforementioned  activities  would  further  diminish  opportunities  for 
primitive  (non-motorized)  recreation  within  the  WSA.  Under  the  Proposed 
Action,  visitors  would  be  less  inclined  to  frequent  the  area  for  hiking, 
nature  study  and  sightseeing.  Primitive  recreational  use  within  the  WSA  is 
projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  10  to  15  visits  annually. 
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Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  has  been 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  crucial  (40  to  100 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map). 

Surface  disturbing  activities,  ie.  construction  of  utilities,  the  extraction 
of  sand  and  gravel  and  increased  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use, 
projected  to  occur  within  the  WSA  would  create  a  serious  habitat  fragmentation 
of  the  last  stronghold  for  the  Las  Vegas/Coyote  Springs  Valley  desert  tortoise 
gene  pool.  This  fragmentation  of  habitat  could,  over  the  long  term,  result  in 
the  loss  of  this  crucial  population. 

CONCLUSION:  The  projected  development  of  utilities,  increased  cross 
country  vehicle  use  and  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  would  physically 
disturb  approximately  322  acres  within  the  WSA.  The  natural  perception  of 
the  entire  WSA  would  be  impaired  by  the  construction  of  utilities  (towers, 
lines,  roads)  across  the  landscape.  The  less  than  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  further 
diminished  due  to  the  audio  and  visual  distractions  from  the 
aforementioned  activities  occurring  in  the  WSA.  Long-term  negative 
impacts  to  the  desert  tortoise  population  could  occur  under  the  Proposed 
Action. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  motorized  recreational  use.  Motorized 
recreational  uses  are  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated  35  to  60  visits 
annually.  The  majority  of  the  use  would  occur  along  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  WSA,  where  the  projected  access  roads  would  be  constructed.  The  WSA 
provides  opportunities  for  motorized  access  for  hunting  and  trapping,  off-road 
driving  and  limited  vehicle  camping. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  v/ould  benefit  from 
nondesignation  as  the  entire  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles  and 
new  access  routes  would  be  developed  in  association  with  projected 
utilities  construction.  No  adverse  impacts  to  this  use  is  expected  to 
occur. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

The  2,694  acre  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  would  be  available  for  the  development  of 
utilities  within  a  route,   identified  by  potential   users,   for  a  possible  1  mile 
wide  designated  utility  corridor.     This  would  allow  the  projected  construction 
of  both  above  and  below  ground  utilities. 

CONCLUSION:  The  development  of  utilities  could  continue  as  a  result  of 
the  entire  WSA  being  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
Ho  adverse  impacts  to  these  uses  are  expected  to  occur. 
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Impacts  on  Development  of  Material   Sites 

All   lands  within  the  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  would  remain  open  for  the  development 
of  material    sites.     Sand  and  gravel   deposits  would  be  extracted  from  the  one 
existing  material    site  right-of-way  located  within  the  WSA.     Mo  other 
rights-of-way  are  projected  to  be  issued  for  material    sites  within  the  VJSA. 

CONCLUSION:     All   lands  within  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  the 
development  of  material    sites.     There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  extraction 
of  materials  from  the  one  existing  material    site. 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 

The  nondesignation  of  the  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  as  wilderness  would  result  in  an 
adverse  impact  to  the  estimated  2,694  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
available  within  the  area.  (See  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat  Map).  The 
construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities  and  associated  access  routes 
within  the  potential  utility  corridor,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  and 
increasing  off-road  recreational  vehicle  use  would  remove  vegetation  and 
soils.  As  a  result  of  these  projected  activities,  an  estimated  322  acres 
(eleven  percent)  out  of  the  WSA's  2,694  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise 
habitat  would  be  lost. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  Proposed  Action,  adverse  impacts  would  occur  to 
the  2,694  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  located  within  the 
WSA.  An  estimated  total  of  322  acres  of  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat 
(eleven  percent)  would  be  lost  to  the  construction  of  utility  lines  and 
associated  access  routes,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel,  and  increasing 
off-road  vehicle  use. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  loss  of 
naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat  from  off-road  motorized 
recreational  use,  sand  and  gravel  extraction  and  construction  of  utilities 
within  a  potential  designated  utility  corridor. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Projected  increase  in  cross  country  motorized  recreational  use, 
sand  and  gravel  extraction  and  construction  of  utilities  within  a  potential 
designated  utility  corridor  would  reduce  naturalness  and  crucial  desert 
tortoise  habitat  over  the  long  term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

The  projected  construction  of  utilities  and  associated  access  routes  within  a 
potential  designated  utility  corridor  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  naturalness  and  crucial  desert  tortoise  habitat. 
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All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  2,694  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Evergreen  ABC  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
(See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Naturalness  values  would  be  retained  by  the  closure  of  the  WSA  to  motorized 
recreational  vehicles,  thus  eliminating  35  visits  of  cross  country,  off-road 
motorized  recreational  use  estimated  to  occur  annually  within  the  study  area. 
This  action  would  halt  the  formation  of  new  tracks  and  ways  associated  with 
repeated  cross  county  and  off-road  vehicle  use.  However,  occasional 
unauthorized  use  is  projected  to  occur,  disturbing  an  estimated  2  acres  along 
the  WSA's  eastern  boundary. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  from  the 
one  existing  material  site  located  within  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA 
would  physically  disturb  30  acres.  As  the  right-of-way  for  the  site  was 
issued  in  perpetuity  to  the  Nevada  Department  of  Transportation,  full 
utilization  of  the  sites  is  projected. 

Sol itude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

The  less  than  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation 
that  exist  within  the  WSA  would  be  retained.  Visitors  would  utilize  the  WSA 
for  occasional  hiking,  nature  study  and  photography.  Primitive  recreational 
(non-motorized)  use  within  the  WSA  is  projected  to  increase  from  an  estimated 
10  to  25  visits  annually. 

Special  Features 

The  desert  tortoise  (Gopherus  agassizii),  currently  listed  on  the  "Federal 
Register  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species"  as  Category  2  (Watch),  was 
identified  within  the  WSA.  The  entire  WSA  is  considered  crucial  (40  to  100 
tortoise  per  square  mile)  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See  Desert  Tortoise 
Habitat  Map). 

Wilderness  designation  would  enhance  the  protection  and  preservation  of  desert 
tortoise  by  precluding  activities  such  as  the  development  of  utilities  and 
access  routes,  and  continued  cross  country  vehicle  use  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  wilderness 
values  of  naturalness  and  would  enhance  the  protection  of  desert 
tortoise.  Activities  related  to  the  authorized  extraction  of  sand  and 
gravel  and  unauthorized  vehicle  use  would  impair  naturalness  qualities 
over  approximately  32  acres  of  the  WSA. 
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Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  2,694  acre  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  to  all 
forms  of  motorized  recreational  use.  Approximately  35  visits  annually  of 
cross  country  motorized  recreational  use,  including  off-road  driving, 
motorized  access  for  hunting  and  vehicle  camping,  would  be  eliminated  from  the 
WSA.  Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  motorized  recreational 
use  is  located  throughout  the  region;  therefore,  motorized  recreational  use 
foregone  in  the  WSA  would  be  absorbed  on  surrounding  public  lands.  The 
impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible. 

CONCLUSION:  Motorized  recreational  use  of  35  visits  would  be  foregone 
annually  from  the  WSA.  The  impacts  of  shifting  this  use  to  other  public 
lands  would  be  negligible. 

Impacts  on  Development  of  Utilities 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  possible  utility  route  identified  by 
potential  users  would  not  become  a  designated  corridor  and  thus  would  forego 
the  projected  construction  of  above  and  below  ground  utilities.  The 
development  of  utilities  would  have  to  occur  along  a  less  desirable  route  that 
would  be  topographically  more  restrictive  and  costly,  thereby  imparting  some 
hardships  on  the  potential  utility  users. 

CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  WSA  would  be 
unavailable  for  the  development  of  utilities.  This  action  would  incure 
hardships  to  the  potential  utility  users. 

Impacts  on  the  Development  of  Material  Sites 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  the  existing  material  site  right-of-way 
for  sand  and  gravel  would  be  utilized  by  the  Nevada  Department  of 
Transportation.  The  material  site,  encompassing  30  acres,  was  issued  prior  to 
1976,  thereby,  ensuring  their  use  in  perpetuity.  No  impacts  to  the 
development  of  material  sites  would  occur  as  no  other  material  sites  are 
projected  for  development  within  the  WSA. 

CONCLUSION:  Development  of  material  sites  within  the  WSA  would  not  be 
adversely  impacted  under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative.  Full  utilization 
of  the  existing  material  site  would  occur  under  perpetuity  and  no  other 
material  sites  are  projected  to  be  developed. 

Impacts  on  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise  Habitat 


Wilderness  desig 
preservation  of 
the  area' s  cruci 
Habitat  Map).  D 
result  of  the  de 
vehicle  use  proj 
Action).  Approx 
WSA,  as  vegetati 
sand  and  gravel 


nation  for  the  Evergreen  ABC  WSA  would  enhance  the 
approximately  2,662  acres  (99  percent)  out  of  2,694  acres  of 
al  desert  tortoise  habitat.  (See  Crucial  Desert  Tortoise 
esignation  would  protect  against  the  loss  of  habitat  as  a 
velopment  of  utilities  and  increasing  cross  country  motorized 
ected  to  occur  without  wilderness  designation  (see  Proposed 
imately  32  acres  of  crucial  habitat  would  be  lost  within  the 
on  and  soils  are  removed  during  the  authorized  extraction  of 
and  unauthorized  use  of  off-road  recreational  vehicles. 
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CONCLUSION:  Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  crucial  desert 

tortoise  habitat  would  be  preserved  within  an  estimated  99  percent  of  the 

WSA.  Approximately  32  acres  of  habitat  would  be  lost  to  the  authorized 

extraction  of  sand  and  gravel  and  unauthorized  off-road  vehicle  use. 
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LAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  NATURAL  AREA  (ISA) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness/No  Action  Alternative) 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  12,316  acres  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
Trout  ISA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation.  (See 
Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  ISA  which  contains  extensive  developments  on  the  surrounded  private  lands, 
would  remain  open  to  motorized  recreation  use.  Most  of  this  use  occurs  along 
the  22  miles  of  existing  roads.  It  is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase 
from  50  to  approximately  100  visits  annually.  This  would  have  a  negligible 
impact  on  existing  naturalness.  The  development  of  an  access  road  to  the 
private  parcel  within  the  ISA  would  add  another  one-tenth  mile  of  roads 
available  for  motorized  recreation.  The  physical  disturbance  to  the  area  from 
the  development  of  the  access  road  would  degrade  naturalness  on  about  one-half 
acre  outside  of  the  area  of  Lahontan  cutthroat  trout  habitat  within  the  ISA. 

Approximately  10  percent  of  the  motorized  use  occurs  off -road  in  the  form  of 
cross  country  travel.  This  use  results  in  tracks  and  ruts  left  from  vehicles 
going  thru  soft,  damp  areas  near  Mahogany  and  Summer  Camp  Creeks.  This  would 
affect  naturalness  in  the  long  term  on  about  20  acres  overall  within  the  ISA. 

Required  maintenance  of  the  2400  acre  exclosure  fence,  one  reservoir  and  a 
developed  spring  would  be  accomplished  primarily  with  motorized  equipment. 
This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  naturalness  because  of  the  utilization 
of  existing  roads  and  the  fact  that  maintenance  is  infrequent  (less  than  once 
per  year)  and  of  short  duration. 

Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Increased  motorized  recreational  use  on  the  existing  22  miles  of  roads  would 
continue  to  detract  from  the  marginal  feeling  of  solitude  one  may  achieve  in 
the  area. 

The  ongoing  maintenance  of  existing  range  and  wildlife  developments  within  the 
ISA  would  detract  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  during  the  time  maintenance  was 
being  performed.  Tnis  is  normally  of  short  duration  and  is  infrequent  (less 
than  twice  per  year). 
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Primitive  and  unconfined  recreational  activities  of  hiking,  camping, 
photography,  nature  study,  horseback  riding  and  cross  country  skiing  in  the 
winter  would  continue.  The  increase  in  the  presence  of  motorized  activities 
would  reduce  the  quality  of  this  experience  over  the  long  term  along  the 
heavily  travelled  routes.   (See  Existing  Situation  Map). 

Special  Features 

The  most  notable  special  feature  of  the  area  is  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout 
which  are  found  in  the  streams  within  the  ISA.  The  existing  projects  which 
were  implemented  as  part  of  the  HMP  developed  for  the  area  have  proven 
successful  in  stabilizing  and  protecting  the  cutthroat  trout  habitat.  It  is 
not  anticipated  that  any  of  the  projected  activities,  including  the  proposed 
access  road,  within  the  ISA  would  affect  the  trout  habitat. 

CONCLUSION:  The  marginal  wilderness  values  of  the  ISA  would  be  further 
reduced  by  the  increase  in  motorized  use  within  the  area.  The  special 
feature  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout  would  not  be  affected.  Existing 
management  would  continue  to  protect  the  trout  habitat. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

The  ISA  would  continue  to  remain  open  to  motorized  recreational  use. 
Motorized  recreational  use  would  continue  along  the  WSA's  some  22  miles  of 
existing  roads  and  cross  country.  This  use  is  projected  to  increase  from  an 
estimated  50  visits  to  100  visits  annually. 

CONCLUSION:  There  would  be  no  impact  on  motorized  recreational  use. 

Impacts  on  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Habitat 

Nondesignation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness  would  not  affect  the  Lahontan 
Cutthroat  trout  habitat.  The  existing  management  of  the  area  and  the 
developments  implemented  as  part  of  the  IMP  for  the  trout  would  be 
maintained.  The  increase  in  motorized  recreational  use  is  not  anticipated  to 
have  any  effect  on  the  trout  habitat  because  the  use  occurs  pritnari ly*  on 
existing  roads. 

CONCLUSION:  There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout 
habitat. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

The  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with  the  further 
reduction  of  the  WSA's  marginal  wilderness  values  from  increased  motorized 
recreational  use. 
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Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.  Motorized  recreational  use  would  further  reduce  the  area's  marginal 
wilderness  values. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

There  would  be  no  irreversible  and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness 
resource . 

All  Wilderness  Alternative 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  Alternative,  12,316  acres  of  public  land  in  the 
Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  ISA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.   (See  Wilderness  Alternative  Map  in  Chapter  2). 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  extensive  developments  located  on  the  surrounded  private  parcels  within 
the  ISA  would  continue  to  detract  from  the  naturalness  of  the  area.  A  slight 
positive  effect  to  naturalness  would  occur  with  the  closure  of  the  ISA  to 
off -road  vehicle  use.  This  action  would  eliminate  about  5  visits  annually  of 
cross  country  off -road  vehicle  travel  in  the  ISA,  eliminating  tracks  and  ruts 
from  vehicles  going  thru  soft,  damp  areas  near  Mahogany  and  Summer  Camp 
Creeks . 

Most  of  the  motorized  use  occurs  along  the  22  miles  of  existing  cherrystemmed 
roads.  It  is  projected  that  this  use  would  increase  from  50  to  approximately 
90  visits  annually.  This  would  have  a  negligible  impact  on  existing 
naturalness.  The  development  of  an  access  road  to  the  private  parcel  within 
the  ISA  would  add  another  one-tenth  mile  of  road  available  for  motorized 
recreation.  The  physical  disturbance  to  the  area  from  the  development  of  the 
access  road  would  be  outside  the  area  of  Lahontan  cutthroat  trout  habitat  and 
would  be  the  minimum  required  to  allow  the  private  landowner  to  exercise  his 
right  to  his  private  property.  It  is  anticipated  that  naturalness  would  be 
degraded  on  two-tenths  of  an  acre  within  the  ISA.. 

Maintenance  of  existing  range  developments  (exclosure  fence,  one  reservoir  and 
a  developed  spring)  would  likely  continue  using  motorized  equipment. 
Maintenance  of  wildlife  developments  would  continue  to  be  done  primarily  by 
hand.  This  would  have  a  negligible  effect  on  naturalness  as  the  equipment 
would  use  existing  cherrystemmed  roads  and  would  not  be  allowed  cross  country 
travel. 
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Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Increased  motorized  recreational  use  on  the  existing  22  miles  of  roads  would 
continue  to  detract  from  the  marginal  feeling  of  solitude  one  may  achieve  in 
the  area.  However,  the  effects  of  this  would  be  negligible. 

Ongoing  maintenance  of  existing  wildlife  and  range  developments  within  the  ISA 
would  detract  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  during  the  time  maintenance  was 
being  performed.  This  is  normally  of  short  duration  and  is  infrequent  (less 
than  twice  per  year). 

Primitive  and  unconfined  types  of  recreation,  including  hiking,  photography, 
backpacking,  horseback  riding  and  cross  country  skiing  would  benefit  from  the 
closure  of  the  ISA  to  off -road  vehicle  access.  Continued  use  of  cherrystemmed 
roads  by  motorized  recreationalists  would  detract  from  the  quality  of  the 
primitive  experience  over  the  long  term. 

Special  Features 

The  predominant  special  feature  in  the  ISA  is  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout. 
The  existing  projects  which  were  implemented  as  part  of  the  HMP  developed  for 
the  area  have  proven  successful  in  stabilizing  and  protecting  the  cutthroat 
trout  habitat.  The  trout  habitat  is  not  anticipated  to  be  affected  by 
projected  activities  within  the  ISA. 

CONCLUSION:  Designation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness  would  benefit  the 
values  of  naturalness  and  solitude  by  the  preclusion  of  off -road,  cross 
country  travel  within  the  ISA.  However,  overall  wilderness  values  would 
remain  low.  The  special  feature  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  trout  would  be 
preserved. 

Impacts  on  Levels  of  Motorized  Recreational  Use 

Designation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness  would  close  the  area  to  off -road,  cross 
country  travel.  This  would  be  a  negligible  effect  to  recreation  because  only 
10  percent  (or  about  5  visits  annually)  are  attributed  to  this  type  of  use. 
Motorized  use  on  existing  cherrystemmed  roads  would  continue  to  increase  to 
approximately  90  visits  annually. 

CONCLUSION:  The  impacts  to  motorized  recreational  use  would  be 
negligible,  eliminating  less  than  10  percent  of  the  existing  use. 

Impacts  on  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Habitat 

Designation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness  would  benefit  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
trout  habitat.  The  existing  management  of  the  area  and  the  developments 
implemented  as  part  of  the  IMP  for  the  trout  would  be  maintained.  Motorized 
recreational  use  is  not  anticipated  to  effect  the  trout  habitat  because  use 
would  be  limited  to  existing  roads. 

CONCLUSION:  There  would  be  no  impact  to  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout 
habitat  from  the  designation  of  the  ISA  as  wilderness. 
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CHAPTER  5 
Consultation  and  Coordination 


CHAPTER  5 


CONSULTATION,  COORDINATION,  PUBLIC  PARTICIPATION  AND  LIST  OF  PREPARERS 

Consultation  and  coordination  with  all  interested  individuals,  groups  and 
agencies  have  played  a  vital  role  in  the  development  of  the  Nevada  Contiguous 
Lands  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement.  Public  involvement  will  continue 
to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  development  of  the  Final  EIS,  recommendations  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  President,  recommendations  of  the 
President  to  Congress,  and  ultimately  the  legislative  process  that  will 
determine  the  designation  or  nondesignation  of  the  areas  under  study.  On  July 
15,  1987,  a  notice  of  intent  to  prepare  the  Nevada  Contiguous  Lands  Wilderness 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  was  published  in  the  Federal  Register  (Vol.  52, 
No.  135).  Letters  and  scoping  plans  were  sent  to  approximately  800 
individuals,  organizations,  and  agencies,  inviting  participation  in  the  EIS 
process. 

SCOPING 

A  scoping  period  was  established  to  run  between  July  17,  1987  and  August  31, 
1987.  Scoping  workshops  were  held  in  Reno,  Las  Vegas  and  Ely,  Nevada.  Local 
and  regional  individuals  and  interest  groups  attended  these  open  house 
sessions.  Informal  discussions  focused  on  resources,  boundaries  and 
management  alternatives. 

Eleven  letters  of  comment  from  individuals  and  organizations  were  received 
during  the  scoping  process.  Seventy-five  percent  of  the  imput  supported 
suitability  recommendations;  25  percent  of  the  imput  supported  nonsuitability 
recommended  for  portions  of  the  WSAs.  The  White  Pine  County  Commission 
endorsed  the  Mt.  Moriah  area,  which  includes  BLM  lands  in  the  Marble  Canyon 
WSA,  as  wilderness  in  Resolution  85-39,  dated  October  2,  1985. 

INTERAGENCY  CONTACTS 

Professional  contacts  have  been  made  with  the  Nevada  State  Clearing  House, 
National  Park  Service,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Desert  National  Wildlife  Range, 
and  other  BLM  Districts.  Informal  consultation  will  be  scheduled  with  the 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  regarding  the  Lahontan  cutthroat  trout 
endangered  species  located  within  the  Lahontan  ISA. 

AVAILABILITY  OF  THE  DRAFT  EIS 

The  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS)  will  be  sent  to  all 
individuals,  agencies,  and  groups  who  have  expressed  an  interest  in  the  study 
process.  Copies  of  the  DEIS  will  also  be  sent  to  local  agencies  and 
organizations,  and  will  be  available  for  review  at  the  listed  12  public 
libraries  and  11  BLM  offices.  Anyone  else  wishing  a  copy  of  the  DEIS  may 
receive  one  by  calling  or  writing  the  BLM  Las  Vegas  District  at  P.O.  Box 
25569,  Las  Vegas,  NV  39126,  (702)  388-6403. 

The  following  will  receive  copies  (Table  5-1)  of  the  DEIS: 
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TABLE  5-1 

AGENCIES,  ORGANIZATIONS,  AND  PERSONS  TO  WHOM 

THE  DRAFT  EIS  WAS  SENT 


Congressional  Delegation 

Senator  Chick  Hecht,  Nevada 
Senator  Harry  Reid,  Nevada 
Representative  James  H.  Bilbray,  Nevada 
Representative  Barbara  Vucanovich,  Nevada 

Federal  Agencies 

Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 
Department  of  Agriculture 

Forest  Service 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service 
Department  of  Commerce 

National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration 
Department  of  Defense 

Nell  is  Air  Force  Base 

George  Air  Force  Base 

Edwards  Air  Force  Base 

Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Department  of  Energy 

Bonneville  Power  Administration 

Western  Area  Power  Administration 
Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Bureau  of  Mines 

Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

Geological  Survey 

National  Park  Service 

Office  of  Environmental  Project  Review 
Department  of  Transportation 

Federal  Highway  Administration 
Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 

State  Agencies 

Office  of  the  Governor 

Nevada  State  Clearinghouse  (25  copies  -  distributes  copies  to  State 

Agencies) 
State  Senators  and  Assemblymen  (Clark,  Lincoln,  Humboldt  and  White  Pine 

Counties) 
University  of  Nevada,  Reno  and/or  Las  Vegas 

Desert  Research  Institute 

Fleischmann  College  of  Agriculture 

Center  for  Business  and  Economic  Research 

Department  of  Biological  Sciences 

Mackay  School  of  Mines 

Nevada  Bureau  of  Mines 
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Local  Government 

Boulder  City  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Citizen  Advisory  Councils/Town  Boards  (11) 

Clark  County  Commission 

Clark  County  Dept.  of  Comprehensive  Planning 

Clark  County  Extension  Agent 

Clark  County  Conservation  District/Soil 

Clark  County  Southern  Nevada  Museum 

Henderson  Planning  Department 

Henderson  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Humboldt  County  Commissioners 

Humboldt  County  Extension  Office 

Humboldt  County  Planning  Commission 

Lincoln  County  Commission 

Lincoln  County  Conservation  District 

Las  Vegas  City  Manager 

Mayor  of  Boulder  City 

Mayor  of  Caliente 

Mayor  of  Ely 

Mayor  of  Henderson 

Mayor  of  Las  Vegas 

Mayor  of  North  Las  Vegas 

Mayor  of  Lovelock 

Mayor  of  Winnemucca 

North  Las  Vegas  Planning  Department 

Pershing  County  Commissioners 

Washoe  County  Department  of  Regional  Planning 

Washoe  County  Manager 

White  Pine  Chamber  of  Commerce 

White  Pine  County  Commission 

White  Pine  County  Conservation  District 

White  Pine  County  Extension  Service 

Native  American  Councils 

Duckwater  Tribal  Council 
Ely  Indian  Colony 
Fort  Mojave  Tribal  Council 
Intertribal  Council  of  Nevada 
Las  Vegas  Tribal  Council 
Summit  Lake  Paiute  Tribe 
Wimmemucca  Indian  Council 

Others 

American  Assoc,  of  Petroleum  Geologists 

American  Borate  Corporation 

American  Horse  Protection  Association 

American  Mining  Congress 

AMSELCO  Exploration  Inc. 

Anaconda  Minerals  Co. 

Animal  Protection  Institute 

Atlantic  Richfield  Co. 

Audubon  Society 
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Boulder  Gem  Club 

Chevron  USA,  Inc. 

Defenders  of  Wildlife 

Desert  Tortoise  Council 

Desert  Bighorn  Council 

Ducks  Unlimited 

Earth  First 

Fraternity  of  Desert  Bighorn 

Friends  of  Nevada  Wilderness 

Friends  of  the  Earth 

Foote  Mineral  Company 

Greenpeace 

Humane  Society  of  Southern  Nevada 

Industrial   Mineral   Ventures 

International  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Mustangs 

Las  Vegas  Gem  Club 

Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  and  Power 

Multiple  Use  Advisory  Board  on  Federal  Land  Laws 

National  Mustang  Association 

National  Wildlife  Federation 

Natural  Resources  Defencse  Council 

Nature  Conservancy 

Nevada  Bell 

Nevada  Cattlemen's  Association 

Nevada  League  of  Women  Voters 

Nevada  Miners  and  Prospectors  Association 

Nevada  Outdoor  Recreation  Association 

Nevada  Power  Company 

Nevada  Wildlife  Federation 

Nevada  Wool  growers  Association 

Northern  Nevada  Native  Plant  Society 

ORV  Groups 

Sierra  Club 

Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company 

Society  for  Range  Management 

Southern  California  Edison 

Sunshine  Mining  Company 

The  Wilderness  Society 

Valley  Electric  Association 

Wildlife  Management  Institute 

Winnemucca  Gem  and  Mineral  Society 

Public  Libraries 

Amargosa  Public  Library 

Star  Route  15 

Box  401 -T 

Lathrop  Wells,  Nevada  89020 

Beatty  Community  Library 
323  Montgomery 
Beatty,  Nevada  89002 
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Charleston  Heights  Library 

800  3rush  Street 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89107 

Clark  County  Community  College 
Learning  Resource  Center 
3200  E.  Cheyenne  Ave. 
North  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89030 

Clark  County  Library 
1401  E.  Flamingo  Rd. 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89109 

Esmeralda  County  Public  Library 
County  Courthouse 
Goldfield,  Nevada  89013 

Esmeralda  County  Public  Library 
Silver  Peak,  Nevada  89047 

Humboldt  County  Library 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Las  Vegas  Public  Library 
1762  E.  Charleston  Blvd. 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89104 

Lincoln  County  Library 
Caliente,  Nevada  89008 

Mount  Charleston  Public  Library 
P.O.  Box  269,  S.  R.  89038 
Mt.  Charleston,  Nevada  89101 

North  Las  Vegas  Library 

2300  Civic  Center 

North  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89030 

Pahrump  Public  Library 
Pahrump,  Nevada  89041 

Pershing  County  Library 
Lovelock,  Nevada 

University  of  Nevada,  Reno 
Getchell  Library 
Government  Publications  Dept. 
Reno,  Nevada  89507 

Washoe  County  Library 
301  S.  Center  Street 
Reno,  Nevada  89505 
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White  Pine  County  Library 
Ely,  Nevada  89301 

Bureau  of  Land  Management  Offices 

Arizona  Strip  District  Office 
196  East  Tabernacle 
St.  George,  Utah  84770 

Office  of  Public  Affairs,  BLM 
18th  and  C  Streets,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 

Nevada  State  Office 
P.O.  Box  12000 
Reno,  Nevada  89520 

Battle  Mountain  District  Office 
North  2nd  and  South  Scott  Streets 
Battle  Mountain,  Nevada  89820 

Carson  City  District  Office 
1050  E.  William  Street 
Carson  City,  Nevada  89701 

Elko  District  Office 
2002  Idaho  Street 
Elko,  Nevada  89801 

Ely  District  Office 
Star  Route  5,  Box  1 
Ely,  Nevada  89301 

Las  Vegas  District  Office 
4755  West  Vegas  Drive 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89126 

Tonopah  Resource  Area  Office 
Battle  Mountain  District 
102  Old  Radar  Base  Rd. 
Tonopah,  Nevada  89049 

Winnemucca  District  Office 
704  East  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Riverside  District  Office 
1695  Spruce  Street 
Riverside,  California  92507 
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Ridgecrest  Resource  Area  Office 

Riverside  District 

1414  A.   N.   Norma 

Ridgecrest,  California  93555 

Needles  Resource  Area  Office 

Riverside  District 

P.O.  Box  305 

Needles,  California  92363 
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LIST  OF  PREPARERS 
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Name 


Responsibility 


Education 


Experience 


Brian  C.  Amme 

Mark  Barber 

Brent  3estrum 

Robert  Brown 
Janaye  Byergo 

Lynn  Clemmons 

Diane  Colcord 
Dawna  Ferris 

Fred  Fisher 

Edward  Guerrero 

Linda  Hansen 

John  Jamrog 

Kathy  Lindsey 
Mark  R.  Maley 

Keith  Myhrer 


Writer/ 

Cultural 

Resources 

T  and  E  Animals/ 
Watershed 

Geology/ 
Minerals/ 

Wild  Horses 

Team  Leader 

Writer 

Cartography 
Writer/Editor 

Livestock 
Grazing 

Wildlife 

Writer/Technical 
Coordinator 

Livestock 
Grazing 

T  and  E  Plants 

Wildlife 


Cultural 
Resources 


B.A.  Anthropology 


B.S.  Wildlife  Mgt. 


B.S.  Geology 


B.S.  Zoology 

B.S.  Recreation 
Administration 

B.S.  Outdoor 
Recreation 


B.A.  Art  Educ, 


Shaaron  Netherton   Writer 


B.S.  Range  Mgt. 


B.S.  Wildlife 
Science 

A. A.  Social 
Science 

B.S.  Forestry 


B.S.  Wildlife  Mgt. 

B.S.  Wildlife 
Ecology 

M.A.  Anthropology 


B.S.  Wildlife  Mgt. 


11  years  3LM 

16  years  BLM 

14  years  BLM 

11  years  BLM 
6  years  BLM 

11  years  BLM 
21  years  BLM 


B.A.  Romance  Languages,  1  year  BLM 
M.A.  French 


13  years  BLM 

7  years  BLM 

8  years  BLM 

10  years  BLM 

8  years  BLM 
10  years  BLM 

2  years  BLM 

°>  years  BLM 
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LIST  OF  PREPARERS  (Continued) 


Name 


Responsibil ity 


Education 


Experience 


Jerry  O'Donnell  Word  Processor 

Paula  Peterson     Hardrock 

Minerals 

William  D.  Robison  Energy  Resources 


Sid  SI  one 


Rita  Suminski 


Wi  1  dl  i  f  e 


W1 1  dl  1  f  e 


A. A. 

B.S.  Geology 
M.S.  Geology 

A. A.  Engineering 
B.S.  Geology 

B.S.  Natural 
Resources 

B.S.  Wildlife 
M.S.  Wildlife 


4  years  BLM 
7  years  BLM 

6  years  BLM 
11  years  BLM 

7  years  BLM 
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